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Editorial  
  

As  the  season  hurtles  into  the  ‘it’s  all  getting  a  bit  serious  now’  phase,  Wycombe  
Wanderers  find  themselves  well  placed  in  League  Two,  currently  sitting  in  a  
playoff  spot  and  still  in  touch  with  the  automatic  places.  The  goals  have  continued  
to  flow  for  us  at  the  right  end  and  whilst  the  goals  at  the  wrong  end  remain  an  
issue,  hopefully  that  tide  will  be  stemmed  with  key  defenders  returning  from  injury  
and  the  recent  additions  of  Nathan  McGinley  and  Tafari  Moore  –  signings  that  
were  made  possible  partly  thanks  to  the  money  raised  by  the  500  Club.  
  
With  our  squad  looking  possibly  the  strongest  it’s  ever  been  and  a  few  of  our  
injured  players  nearing  a  return,  I  think,  barring  any  more  injury  crises,  a  top  
seven  finish  is  highly  likely  and  a  top  three  finish  certainly  not  out  of  the  question.  
For  that  to  happen  though,  we  need  to  start  getting  results  against  the  teams  
around  us,  as  we  have  a  dismal  record  this  season  against  all  the  other  sides  
currently  in  the  top  ten,  failing  to  beat  any  of  them  so  far,  with  a  record  of  4  draws  
and  6  defeats.  Hopefully  we  started  improving  on  that  earlier  this  week  when  we  
travelled  to  Kenilworth  Road  to  take  on  league  leaders  Luton  Town  and  we  have  
another  tough  away  game  next  week  when  we  go  to  fellow  promotion  challengers  
Exeter  City  -­  don’t  forget  to  book  your  place  on  the  WWISC  away  coach!  
  
Thank  you  to  Iain  Lewis,  who  has  been  bringing  Bodger,  the  search  and  rescue  
dog  that  WWISC  sponsor,  along  on  Wanderer  release  days  to  give  Wycombe  
fans  the  opportunity  to  meet  Bodger  and  find  out  more  about  the  fantastic  work  
he  does.  As  well  as  undoubtedly  helping  with  sales,  it  highlights  just  some  of  the  
charitable  work  WWISC  do  in  the  local  community.  Bucks  Search  and  Rescue  do  
tremendous  work  across  the  county  and  the  search  dogs  are  extremely  intelligent  
and  highly  trained.  My  dog,  Molly,  is  an  idiot  and  can’t  scratch  herself  with  her  
back  leg  without  falling  over,  but  Bodger  (and  Iain,  of  course)  go  out  in  difficult,  
sometimes  quite  terrible  conditions  and  save  people’s  lives.  
  
Thank  you  for  your  continued  support  of  The  Wanderer.  Our  sales  figures  are  
steadily  improving  all  the  time,  but  until  the  WWISC  Committee  approve  my  plans  
for  a  multi-­million  pound  poster  campaign  across  the  entirety  of  South  Bucks,  we  
continue  to  rely  on  word  of  mouth  for  advertising,  so  please  do  tell  your  friends  
and  seat-­neighbours  about  us,  or  perhaps  sit  and  laugh  loudly  whilst  reading  your  
copy  at  half  time.  Remember  to  make  sure  you  are  actually  holding  a  copy  of  the  
fanzine  when  you  do  this,  as  people  who  are  just  sat  laughing  to  themselves  tend  
to  attract  suspicion  and  rarely  influence  other  people’s  reading  choices.    
  
Forever  Chairboy.  
  

Jonny 
	
  
	
  
	
  



UPDATE	
  FROM	
  THE	
  COMMITTEE 	
  
I’m	
  sure	
  you’ll	
  agree	
  things	
  are	
  looking	
  positive	
  as	
  we	
  enter	
  the	
  business	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  
season	
  with	
  the	
  team	
  well	
  placed	
  in	
  the	
  league.	
  Hopefully	
  we	
  can	
  continue	
  this	
  good	
  
form	
  and	
  seal	
  promotion	
  come	
  the	
  end,	
  either	
  via	
  the	
  top	
  three	
  or	
  the	
  play-­‐offs.	
  

QUIZ	
  NIGHT	
  

We	
  were	
  forced	
  to	
  cancel	
  our	
  Christmas	
  Quiz	
  night	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  snow	
  and	
  ice	
  around	
  
Adams	
  Park.	
  We	
  have	
  now	
  re-­‐booked	
  it	
  for	
  Thursday	
  29th	
  March	
  at	
  8pm	
  in	
  The	
  Vere	
  
Suite	
  at	
  Adams	
  Park.	
  Entry	
  is	
  £2	
  per	
  person,	
  with	
  a	
  maximum	
  of	
  six	
  people	
  in	
  a	
  team.	
  
Please	
  come	
  along	
  and	
  bring	
  any	
  non-­‐football	
  friends	
  with	
  you:	
  its	
  not	
  a	
  Wycombe	
  
Wanderers	
  specific	
  quiz!	
  There	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  a	
  bar	
  and	
  a	
  raffle.	
  

THE	
  WANDERER	
  

The	
  fanzine	
  continues	
  to	
  sell	
  extremely	
  well	
  and	
  we’re	
  very	
  grateful	
  for	
  the	
  work	
  Jonny	
  
has	
  put	
  in	
  to	
  making	
  it	
  as	
  entertaining	
  as	
  we	
  hope	
  you	
  find	
  it.	
  Our	
  thanks	
  to	
  Iain	
  Lewis	
  
who	
  has	
  been	
  bringing	
  Bodger,	
  the	
  search	
  and	
  rescue	
  dog	
  we	
  sponsor,	
  down	
  to	
  Adams	
  
Park	
  to	
  inform	
  people	
  about	
  the	
  work	
  he	
  does	
  and	
  help	
  with	
  a	
  few	
  extra	
  sales.	
  

COACHES	
  

We	
  continue	
  to	
  run	
  coaches	
  when	
  we	
  can	
  to	
  all	
  away	
  games.	
  Please	
  book	
  as	
  early	
  as	
  
possible	
  by	
  calling	
  Colin	
  on	
  01494	
  536	
  270.	
  The	
  times	
  for	
  the	
  Exeter	
  coach	
  are	
  8am	
  
(Wycombe	
  Train	
  Station)	
  and	
  8:15	
  (Empire	
  Cinema,	
  Cressex).	
  Remember	
  the	
  game	
  is	
  ALL	
  
TICKET,	
  so	
  please	
  only	
  book	
  once	
  you	
  have	
  secured	
  your	
  match	
  ticket	
  from	
  the	
  club.	
  

END	
  OF	
  SEASON	
  AWARDS	
  

WWISC	
  members	
  will	
  be	
  sent	
  their	
  voting	
  forms	
  for	
  our	
  End	
  of	
  Season	
  Awards	
  in	
  the	
  
coming	
  weeks.	
  	
  

	
  

If	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  questions	
  for	
  WWISC,	
  please	
  e-­‐mail	
  us	
  at	
  wwindependent@gmail.com.	
  	
  
Don’t	
  forget	
  to	
  follow	
  us	
  on	
  Twitter:	
  @WWISC1994	
  and	
  our	
  website	
  is	
  www.wwisc.com.	
  	
  

Thank	
  you	
  for	
  all	
  your	
  support,	
  

	
  
The	
  WWISC	
  Committee	
  

	
  



Sergio	
  Torres:	
  The	
  Movie	
  
    
A  Kickstarter  appeal  has  been  launched  to  help  a  young  filmmaker  fund  a  
documentary  charting  the  remarkable  story  of  former  Wycombe  midfielder  Sergio  
Torres.  The  film  will  look  at  Sergio’s  incredible  journey,  that  took  him  from  the  
brick  factory  back  home  in  Argentina,  to  playing  against  Manchester  United  at  
Old  Trafford  in  the  FA  Cup.  
    
Arriving  in  Britain  with  little  money,  next  to  no  English  and  unreliable  agents,  his  
initial  trials  at  various  clubs  came  to  nothing  and  when  he  caught  the  eye  of  
Wycombe  manager  John  Gorman  he  was  playing  for  Basingstoke  whilst  also  
working  full  time  in  a  factory  for  Boots.  Signing  for  the  Blues  after  a  successful  
trial,  he  was  soon  dribbling  his  way  through  bemused  League  Two  defences  and  
attracting  a  cult  following  among  the  appreciative  Wycombe  faithful.  
    
Sergio  would  go  on  to  make  play  100  games  for  the  Wanderers,  including  in  the  
League  Cup  Semi-­Final  against  Chelsea,  before  moving  on  to  enjoy  further  
success  at  Peterborough  and  Crawley.  He  still  plays  semi-­professionally  for  
Eastbourne  in  the  National  League  South  and  is  the  Senior  Football  Development  
Officer  at  the  Russell  Martin  Soccer  Academy,  run  by  his  good  friend  and  fellow  
ex-­Wanderer.  
  
The  Kickstarter  scheme  is  doing  well,  having  raised  over  €7,000  of  it’s  
€10,000  target,  but  the  project  will  only  be  funded  if  it  raises  the  full  amount  
by  8pm  on  Monday  5th  February.  
  

If  you  are  at  all  able  to  contribute,  please  visit    
  

www.kickstarter.com/projects/spnjrt/the-­unknown-­torres-­a-­documentary  
  
Available  pledge  packages  range  from  a  small  amount  for  a  digital  download  of  
the  completed  film,  all  the  way  up  to  a  credit  as  an  executive  producer.  
  
	
  

Marlow	
  Opportunity	
  Playgroup	
  
	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  playgroup,	
  we	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  thank	
  WWISC	
  for	
  your	
  kind	
  donation	
  to	
  the	
  
playgroup.	
  Marlow	
  Opportunity	
  Playgroup	
  is	
  based	
  in	
  Wooburn	
  Green	
  and	
  is	
  used	
  by	
  
children	
  with	
  special	
  needs	
  in	
  South	
  Bucks	
  and	
  East	
  Berkshire.	
  They	
  are	
  a	
  charitable	
  
organisation	
  and	
  funding	
  is	
  an	
  ongoing	
  issue.	
  We	
  provide	
  one	
  to	
  one	
  support	
  to	
  help	
  
children	
  with	
  their	
  developmental	
  goals,	
  such	
  as	
  walking,	
  sitting,	
  talking,	
  feeding	
  and	
  
behaviour.	
  Speech	
  therapists,	
  Physiotherapists	
  and	
  Occupational	
  Therapists	
  visit	
  
regularly	
  to	
  assess	
  and	
  advise	
  on	
  appropriate	
  activities	
  for	
  the	
  children.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  playgroup	
  has	
  a	
  website	
  (marlowopportunityplaygroup.org.uk)	
  and	
  a	
  Facebook	
  
page	
  which	
  show	
  how	
  they	
  help	
  individual	
  children.	
  Volunteers	
  to	
  help	
  with	
  fundraising	
  
are	
  always	
  very	
  welcome.	
  	
  Thanks	
  again.	
  

Sue	
  Dunn	
  	
  



	
  

Four	
  Four	
  Who-­‐the-­‐hell-­‐do-­‐you-­‐think-­‐you-­‐are?	
  
	
  
There	
  were	
  some	
  unpleasant	
  scenes	
  last	
  month,	
  when	
  Four	
  Four	
  Two	
  magazine	
  ranked	
  
the	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  badge	
  at	
  number	
  5	
  in	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  ‘The	
  21	
  Worst	
  Club	
  Badges	
  in	
  
World	
  Football’,	
  with	
  fictional	
  club	
  employee	
  ‘Gerald’	
  coming	
  in	
  for	
  particular	
  criticism.	
  	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
Being	
  the	
  sensible,	
  mature,	
  people	
  we	
  are,	
  we	
  immediately	
  went	
  on	
  the	
  counter-­‐attack.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

And	
  here	
  is	
  that	
  list	
  in	
  full…	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

7.	
  MARCH	
  1995	
  
	
  
“Gerald,	
  do	
  you	
  know	
  how	
  
to	
  zoom	
  out?”	
  
	
  
“No,	
  why?”	
  
	
  
“Meh,	
  never	
  mind.”	
  

6.	
  MARCH	
  1996	
  
	
  
If	
  the	
  aim	
  here	
  was	
  to	
  
make	
  Big	
  Ron	
  look	
  
terrifyingly	
  evil,	
  then	
  
mission	
  accomplished.	
  



	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  

5.	
  OCTOBER	
  2015	
  
	
  
“Sorry	
  I’m	
  late,	
  I’ve	
  just	
  
been	
  mugged.”	
  
	
  
“Well	
  you’re	
  here	
  now	
  
Zinedine,	
  stand	
  there	
  
please.”	
  
	
  
“I	
  don’t	
  think	
  you	
  
understand.	
  Could	
  you	
  call	
  
me	
  an	
  ambulance	
  please?”	
  
	
  
“Dammit	
  Zinedine!	
  If	
  you	
  
keep	
  staggering	
  about	
  it	
  will	
  
come	
  out	
  all	
  blurry!”	
  

4.	
  SEPTEMBER	
  2013	
  
	
  
“Gerald,	
  are	
  you	
  any	
  
good	
  with	
  Photoshop?”	
  
	
  
“Not	
  really.”	
  
	
  
“Have	
  a	
  try	
  will	
  you?”	
  



	
  
	
  

	
  

3.	
  APRIL	
  2003	
  
	
  
This	
  is	
  the	
  silliest	
  Robbie	
  
Savage	
  has	
  looked	
  since	
  
whenever	
  he	
  last	
  went	
  on	
  
Match	
  of	
  the	
  Day.	
  

2.	
  AUGUST	
  2004	
  
	
  
Eric’s	
  meltdown.	
  



	
  
	
  

Jonny	
  
-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐	
  
	
  

The Paisley Grace 
	
  

‘Some hae a foot and canna shoot, 
And some wad shoot that want it, 

But he hae a foot and he can shoot, 
Sae let the Lord Jesus be Thanket!’ 

 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  Rabbie       	
  

1.	
  SUMMER	
  1994	
  	
  
(DUMMY	
  ISSUE)	
  
	
  
“Gerald,	
  do	
  you	
  reckon	
  you	
  
can	
  draw	
  Kevin	
  Keegan?”	
  
	
  
“Probably	
  not.”	
  
	
  
“JUST	
  DO	
  IT	
  GERALD!”	
  



	
  
	
  

The	
  Wanderer	
  is	
  once	
  again	
  proud	
  to	
  show	
  it’s	
  support	
  for	
  Football	
  v	
  Homophobia.	
  
Football	
  v	
  Homophobia	
  (FvH)	
  takes	
  place	
  year	
  round	
  and	
  the	
  campaign	
  has	
  its	
  Month	
  of	
  
Action	
  in	
  February.	
  It	
  is	
  an	
  international	
  campaign	
  to	
  tackle	
  homophobia	
  and	
  prejudice	
  
against	
  Lesbian,	
  Gay,	
  Bisexual	
  &	
  Transgender	
  (LGBT)	
  people	
  in	
  football.	
  The	
  aim	
  of	
  FvH	
  is	
  
to	
  make	
  football	
  safe	
  and	
  welcoming	
  for	
  everyone.	
  In	
  the	
  past	
  few	
  months,	
  polls	
  have	
  
shown	
  that	
  whilst	
  football	
  fans	
  would	
  be	
  more	
  accepting	
  than	
  ever	
  of	
  a	
  gay	
  player	
  in	
  
their	
  team,	
  as	
  many	
  as	
  72%	
  of	
  football	
  fans	
  have	
  heard	
  homophobic	
  abuse	
  at	
  football	
  
matches.	
  Using	
  homophobic	
  or	
  transphobic	
  language	
  towards	
  someone	
  because	
  you	
  
don’t	
  like	
  the	
  way	
  they	
  play	
  football,	
  manage	
  a	
  team,	
  make	
  a	
  refereeing	
  decision	
  or	
  
because	
  of	
  whom	
  they	
  support	
  is	
  wrong.	
  It’s	
  against	
  the	
  laws	
  of	
  the	
  game	
  and	
  can	
  be	
  a	
  
criminal	
  offence,	
  but	
  most	
  importantly,	
  it	
  can	
  make	
  football	
  an	
  intimidating	
  and	
  
unpleasant	
  place	
  for	
  fellow	
  fans,	
  players,	
  match	
  officials	
  and	
  administrators	
  of	
  the	
  game.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  recent	
  years,	
  professional	
  footballers	
  Robbie	
  Rogers	
  and	
  Thomas	
  Hitzlsperger,	
  both	
  of	
  
whom	
  played	
  in	
  England,	
  publicly	
  announced	
  that	
  they	
  were	
  gay.	
  Both	
  of	
  these	
  players	
  
have	
  talked	
  about	
  the	
  challenges	
  of	
  being	
  gay	
  men	
  within	
  professional	
  football	
  and	
  the	
  
impact	
  that	
  anti-­‐gay	
  jokes,	
  language	
  and	
  chanting	
  can	
  have	
  on	
  confidence	
  and	
  self-­‐
esteem.	
  Welsh	
  International	
  Jess	
  Fishlock	
  has	
  also	
  spoken	
  about	
  anti-­‐gay	
  abuse	
  she	
  has	
  
suffered	
  on	
  social	
  media	
  and	
  has	
  said,	
  “Homophobia	
  in	
  all	
  sports	
  and	
  all	
  genders	
  is	
  a	
  
terrible	
  thing.	
  It	
  really	
  shouldn’t	
  be	
  a	
  reason	
  why	
  someone	
  doesn’t	
  play	
  a	
  sport	
  and	
  it	
  
certainly	
  shouldn’t	
  be	
  a	
  reason	
  why	
  someone	
  gets	
  abused	
  for	
  playing	
  a	
  sport”.	
  	
  
	
  
Attitudes	
  in	
  football	
  are	
  changing,	
  but	
  everyone	
  needs	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  that	
  the	
  language	
  
we	
  use	
  and	
  the	
  way	
  we	
  behave	
  reflects	
  this	
  change.	
  Fans	
  can	
  make	
  a	
  real	
  difference	
  to	
  
the	
  culture	
  of	
  football,	
  and	
  we’d	
  like	
  your	
  support.	
  Throughout	
  Football	
  v	
  Homophobia	
  
month	
  and	
  beyond,	
  please	
  help	
  us	
  by	
  standing	
  up	
  to	
  prejudice	
  and	
  discrimination	
  
against	
  LGBT	
  people	
  in	
  the	
  game.	
  Together	
  we	
  can	
  make	
  football	
  a	
  welcoming	
  place	
  for	
  
everyone.	
  If	
  you	
  witness	
  any	
  behavior	
  during	
  a	
  game,	
  like	
  anti-­‐gay	
  chanting	
  and	
  hateful	
  
or	
  prejudiced	
  language,	
  speak	
  to	
  a	
  nearby	
  steward,	
  the	
  police,	
  a	
  club	
  official	
  or	
  contact	
  
Kick	
  It	
  Out	
  via	
  the	
  reporting	
  line:	
  0800	
  169	
  9414	
  –	
  or	
  the	
  Kick	
  It	
  Out	
  app:	
  
www.kickitout.org/get-­‐involved/report-­‐it.	
  Remember,	
  doing	
  nothing	
  only	
  allows	
  
discrimination	
  to	
  get	
  worse!	
  	
  
	
  
Find	
  out	
  more	
  about	
  the	
  Football	
  v	
  Homophobia	
  campaign	
  and	
  how	
  you	
  can	
  get	
  
involved:	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  •	
  www.footballvhomophobia.com	
  	
  

•   Twitter:	
  @fvhtweets	
  	
  
•   Facebook:	
  bit.ly/fvhpage	
  	
  
•   Instagram:	
  FOOTBALL_V_HOMOPHOBIA	
  	
  



go choirboys! 
US	
  soccer	
  expert	
  Marty	
  O.	
  Neil	
  looks	
  back	
  at	
  the	
  last	
  couple	
  of	
  months.	
  
	
  
The	
  holiday	
  season	
  was	
  an	
  interesting	
  period	
  for	
  coach	
  Unsworth’s	
  Choirboys.	
  The	
  pre-­‐
Thanksgiving	
  carnival	
  matchup	
  against	
  Cruelly	
  Town	
  saw	
  Return	
  of	
  the	
  Mack	
  Smith	
  score	
  
a	
  grand	
  slam	
  triple	
  in	
  the	
  second	
  phase,	
  as	
  the	
  Choirboys	
  eased	
  to	
  a	
  four	
  to	
  zero	
  shutout	
  
victory.	
  There	
  was	
  much	
  high-­‐fiving	
  a	
  week	
  later	
  as	
  the	
  Choirboys	
  finally	
  recorded	
  a	
  W	
  
against	
  Yo-­‐Ville,	
  thanks	
  to	
  Eddie	
  Easy’s	
  goal-­‐shot	
  and	
  a	
  Jock	
  Jackson	
  12-­‐yard	
  death	
  
strike.	
  In	
  the	
  Check-­‐It-­‐Out-­‐Now	
  Shield,	
  the	
  Choirboys	
  defeated	
  Major	
  League	
  franchise	
  
West	
  Side	
  Ironhammers,	
  but	
  were	
  still	
  eliminated	
  from	
  the	
  tournament	
  primaries.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  Franchise	
  Association	
  Cup,	
  the	
  Choirboys	
  came	
  up	
  against	
  Texas	
  Chainsaw	
  
franchise	
  Leatherface.	
  The	
  Minor	
  Leaguers	
  took	
  a	
  shock	
  lead	
  when	
  the	
  umpire	
  gave	
  a	
  
death	
  strike	
  for	
  a	
  jersey-­‐tug	
  infringement.	
  Colonel	
  Saunders	
  tied	
  the	
  game	
  with	
  a	
  long	
  
range	
  field	
  goal,	
  before	
  the	
  Mack	
  bundled	
  home	
  a	
  touchdown	
  in	
  the	
  second	
  phase.	
  
Leatherface	
  player-­‐coach	
  Sid	
  Moores	
  then	
  received	
  a	
  major	
  felony	
  card	
  before	
  Andy	
  
‘The	
  Bear’	
  Akinfenway	
  scored	
  a	
  head-­‐strike	
  to	
  seal	
  a	
  path	
  to	
  the	
  Third	
  Elimination	
  Phase.	
  
The	
  Choirboy	
  fans	
  were	
  major	
  stoked	
  about	
  going	
  6	
  for	
  0	
  in	
  home	
  games,	
  but	
  the	
  run	
  
was	
  ended	
  by	
  Man’s	
  Field	
  Town	
  Bucks,	
  who	
  escaped	
  Adams	
  Ballpark	
  with	
  three	
  victory	
  
points,	
  after	
  a	
  late	
  winning	
  touchdown	
  by	
  former	
  Choirboy	
  Lee	
  Angle.	
  	
  
	
  

Whycome’s	
  road	
  trips	
  had	
  become	
  less	
  successful,	
  with	
  the	
  squad	
  going	
  0	
  for	
  5,	
  but	
  
after	
  the	
  ball	
  dropped	
  they	
  recorded	
  a	
  victory	
  at	
  new	
  EFL	
  franchise	
  the	
  Veggie	
  Greens	
  
Vegans,	
  with	
  a	
  goalstrike	
  from	
  Hall	
  of	
  Famer	
  Micky	
  Blooms.	
  Back	
  in	
  the	
  Franchise	
  
Association	
  Cup,	
  the	
  visitors	
  were	
  Pressed-­‐On	
  North	
  Enders	
  from	
  the	
  Champions	
  
League,	
  who	
  ended	
  the	
  Choirboys	
  chances	
  of	
  winning	
  the	
  pennant	
  with	
  a	
  five	
  goal	
  haul.	
  	
  
The	
  streets	
  of	
  Higher	
  Whycome	
  were	
  lined	
  with	
  SWAT	
  teams	
  as	
  the	
  big	
  Superbowl	
  final	
  
showdown	
  against	
  rival	
  franchise	
  Cold	
  Chester	
  came	
  to	
  town.	
  Coach	
  Unsworth’s	
  
Choirboys	
  completely	
  out-­‐sportsed	
  the	
  Wessex	
  team	
  and	
  got	
  the	
  W	
  with	
  a	
  3-­‐1	
  score,	
  
Lucky	
  Luke	
  Onion	
  getting	
  MVP	
  after	
  hitting	
  the	
  basket	
  from	
  the	
  three-­‐point	
  line.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Coach	
  Unsworth	
  can	
  now	
  focus	
  on	
  reaching	
  post	
  season	
  and	
  trying	
  to	
  gain	
  elevation	
  to	
  
the	
  EFL	
  Divisional	
  Two	
  Section.	
  With	
  many	
  players	
  on	
  the	
  disabled	
  list	
  and	
  Eddie	
  Easy	
  
returning	
  to	
  The	
  Queen’s	
  Power	
  Rangers	
  after	
  his	
  cross-­‐franchise	
  borrow	
  agreement	
  
came	
  to	
  a	
  close,	
  Coach	
  Unsworth	
  needed	
  to	
  add	
  to	
  the	
  clubhouse	
  and	
  used	
  the	
  mid-­‐
season	
  draft	
  to	
  plus	
  four	
  new	
  players	
  to	
  the	
  roster.	
  Safari	
  More	
  signed	
  from	
  the	
  
Goonies,	
  Nate	
  McGinty	
  from	
  Middle	
  Bro,	
  William	
  Randall	
  from	
  Whatfor	
  Hornets	
  and	
  
Tom	
  Curtison	
  from	
  Not	
  County.	
  Replacement	
  goal-­‐blocker	
  Ivy	
  Aye	
  Caramba	
  and	
  middle-­‐
field	
  prospect	
  Morgan	
  Freeman	
  signed	
  new	
  contracts,	
  but	
  rookie	
  goal-­‐striker	
  Dele	
  
Southwall	
  was	
  drafted	
  to	
  Minor	
  Leaguers	
  Guy’s	
  Lee	
  for	
  a	
  classified	
  amount	
  of	
  dollars	
  and	
  
Hall	
  of	
  Famer	
  goal-­‐blocking	
  coach	
  Bazzy	
  Rico	
  went	
  to	
  Hell.	
  
	
  

The	
  Adams	
  Ballpark	
  bleachers	
  are	
  filling	
  up	
  with	
  sports	
  fans,	
  with	
  the	
  Choirboys	
  
producing	
  blockbuster	
  offensive	
  plays	
  and	
  winning	
  multiple	
  goal	
  points	
  in	
  their	
  bid	
  for	
  
the	
  pennant.	
  The	
  final	
  months	
  of	
  this	
  EFL	
  series	
  promise	
  to	
  be	
  unmissable!	
  	
  



Cyrille Regis MBE 
 

On January 14th 2018, Wycombe and football in general lost a much loved player when 
Cyrille Regis died of a heart attack at just 59 years old. Fans across the country were 
deeply saddened to hear the news, with a national outpouring of love and fondness for 
Regis, who always had time for everyone he met and has been described as a true 
gentleman who played the game as it should be played.  
 
Born on the 9th February 1958 in French Guiana, Regis and his family moved to England 
in 1963 to be with his father, who had moved there a year before. After leaving school, he 
trained as an electrician, continuing to practice this until he made the step up to 
professional football. 
 
Regis’ first move into football was with Athenian League club Molesey for the 1975/76 
campaign, scoring 25 goals in a single season. A move to Hayes would follow, bagging 
another impressive haul, 24 goals for the club in just one season. West Brom’s chief scout 
Ronnie Allen heard about him and went to watch him play. Allen recommended the club 
sign him, but the Baggies responded that they were unsure about paying a four-figure fee 
for a young and unproven player. Undeterred, Allen offered to pay out of his own pocket, 
so sure was he that Cyrille would make it to the very top. 
 
The powerful striker moved for £5,000 May 1977 and it proved to be money well spent, 
as Regis went on to play 297 games for the club, scoring 112 goals in seven full seasons 
at The Hawthorns. During this time, he became one of the so-called ‘Three Degrees’, 
with West Brom teammates Laurie Cunningham and Brendon Batson. Together, they 
went on to become pioneers for black and ethnic minority footballers in the 1970s. The 
trio suffered the worst abuse and racism that sections of the fans could muster, braving 
the boos and even bananas that were sometimes thrown on to the pitch. Their significance 
and importance as role models would pave the way for future generations of black and 
ethnic minority footballers in this country.  
 
The cherry on top of his success at West Brom was his England debut in February 1982, 
as he become only the third ever black player to represent England, behind Viv Anderson 
and Cunningham. He went on to win a total of five caps between 1982-1987. 
 
Coventry City came calling in 1984 and Regis made the short hop across the midlands for 
a reported £250,000. Regis won the only major trophy in his career there, lifting the 1987 
FA Cup and racking up 274 appearances, scoring 62 goals. After seven seasons at 
Highfield Road, he moved to Aston Villa in 1991, spending two seasons at Villa Park 
before a single season at Wolves. 
 
Martin O’Neill brought Regis to Adams Park in August 1994 and he quickly struck up a 
formidable partnership with fellow veteran striker Simon Garner, scoring ten goals in his 
one season with the Blues as they finished a creditable 6th place in their first campaign in 
Division Two. After a season at Chester City, he called time on his career in 1996 and in 
2008 was awarded an MBE. 
 

RIP 



MYTHBUSTERS 

Separating the fact from the fiction 
	
  
Here,	
  we	
  continue	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  myths	
  and	
  theories	
  surrounding	
  Wycombe	
  
Wanderers	
  Football	
  Club…	
  
	
  
EPISODE	
  2:	
  THE	
  SUN	
  NEVER	
  SHINES	
  ON	
  TV	
  –	
  “WE’RE	
  RUBBISH	
  ON	
  THE	
  BOX”	
  
	
  
The	
  myth…	
  
	
  
Wycombe	
  are	
  always	
  terrible	
  when	
  our	
  games	
  are	
  televised.	
  Whatever	
  the	
  occasion,	
  as	
  
soon	
  as	
  our	
  players	
  see	
  the	
  pitch	
  surrounded	
  by	
  cameramen,	
  they	
  fall	
  to	
  pieces.	
  
	
  
The	
  case	
  for…	
  
	
  
“Huddersfield	
  v	
  Wycombe…that’s	
  a	
  great	
  game	
  for	
  TV.”	
  So	
  said	
  Rupert	
  Murdoch	
  to	
  his	
  
secretary	
  one	
  day	
  back	
  in	
  2009.	
  (Ok,	
  we	
  don’t	
  think	
  he	
  personally	
  picks	
  the	
  games	
  but	
  it	
  
was	
  on	
  Sky).	
  We	
  were	
  walloped	
  6-­‐0	
  and	
  we	
  personally	
  blame	
  Murdoch	
  for	
  the	
  defeat.	
  
And	
  Michael	
  Dubbery.	
  Fast	
  forward	
  to	
  January	
  2012	
  and	
  we	
  played	
  Huddersfield.	
  Again.	
  
Murdoch	
  wanted	
  to	
  show	
  it.	
  Again.	
  We	
  were	
  walloped	
  6-­‐0.	
  Again.	
  	
  
	
  
From	
  this	
  came	
  the	
  idea	
  that	
  we’re	
  always	
  rubbish	
  on	
  the	
  box.	
  It’s	
  certainly	
  true	
  that	
  
some	
  of	
  our	
  highest	
  profile	
  defeats	
  have	
  been	
  on	
  TV;	
  The	
  second	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  1957	
  
Amateur	
  Cup	
  Final,	
  the	
  1992	
  defeat	
  to	
  West	
  Brom,	
  the	
  FA	
  Cup	
  Semi-­‐Final	
  vs	
  Liverpool,	
  
the	
  League	
  Cup	
  Semi-­‐Final	
  Second	
  Leg	
  at	
  Chelsea,	
  the	
  Playoff	
  Final	
  against	
  Southend,	
  
the	
  Playoff	
  Semi-­‐Finals	
  versus	
  Cheltenham	
  and	
  Stockport,	
  the	
  little	
  shield	
  thingy	
  that	
  we	
  
lost	
  at	
  Coventry	
  last	
  season.	
  Meanwhile,	
  our	
  three	
  victories	
  at	
  Wembley	
  WEREN’T	
  on	
  
the	
  box,	
  and	
  neither	
  were	
  big	
  cup	
  wins	
  against	
  Leicester	
  and	
  Charlton.	
  Even	
  our	
  1931	
  
Amateur	
  Cup	
  triumph	
  failed	
  to	
  make	
  it	
  onto	
  the	
  Beeb	
  and	
  we	
  have	
  NO	
  IDEA	
  WHY.	
  
	
  
The	
  case	
  against…	
  
	
  
Well	
  we	
  beat	
  Plymouth	
  in	
  the	
  Playoff	
  Semi-­‐Finals	
  (twice)	
  and	
  our	
  record	
  in	
  league	
  games	
  
is	
  fairly	
  average	
  when	
  you	
  break	
  it	
  down	
  (some	
  wins,	
  some	
  defeats	
  and	
  a	
  few	
  draws	
  
over	
  the	
  years	
  -­‐	
  funny	
  how	
  games	
  end	
  up	
  like	
  that).	
  We	
  beat	
  local	
  rivals	
  Oxford	
  on	
  Sky	
  in	
  
2000	
  and	
  in	
  recent	
  seasons	
  we	
  have	
  beaten	
  Luton	
  and	
  drawn	
  with	
  Aston	
  Villa,	
  plus	
  the	
  
aforementioned	
  Plymouth	
  games,	
  but	
  it	
  has	
  admittedly	
  been	
  slim	
  pickings.	
  
	
  
Fact	
  or	
  fiction?	
  
	
  
There	
  might	
  be	
  something	
  in	
  this.	
  League	
  games	
  can	
  go	
  one	
  way	
  or	
  the	
  other,	
  but	
  semi-­‐
finals	
  and	
  finals	
  have	
  tended	
  to	
  only	
  really	
  go	
  in	
  our	
  favour	
  when	
  the	
  cameras	
  were	
  
away.	
  (Unless	
  you	
  count	
  the	
  Evening	
  Standard	
  5-­‐a-­‐side	
  triumphs	
  of	
  1994	
  and	
  1995,	
  
which	
  were	
  both	
  live	
  on	
  Sky.	
  See,	
  Rupert	
  Murdoch’s	
  not	
  all	
  bad…)	
  
	
  
Conclusion:	
  INCONCLUSIVE.	
  Perhaps	
  this	
  season	
  will	
  see	
  us	
  improve	
  our	
  TV	
  record…	
  



FINANCING	
  A	
  TRUST-­‐OWNED	
  FOOTBALL	
  CLUB	
  
	
  
In	
  an	
  article	
  in	
  the	
  matchday	
  programme	
  for	
  our	
  home	
  game	
  against	
  
Newport	
  County	
  last	
  season	
  (02/01/17),	
  Trust	
  Chairman	
  Trevor	
  Stroud	
  
(now	
  club	
  Chairman)	
  questioned	
  how	
  the	
  football	
  club	
  should	
  be	
  
financed	
  in	
  the	
  future.	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  particularly	
  relevant	
  question	
  for	
  that	
  
game,	
  as	
  Newport	
  had	
  also	
  been	
  through	
  a	
  financial	
  maelstrom	
  and	
  
emerged	
  as	
  a	
  trust-­‐owned	
  club.	
  The	
  fact	
  that	
  both	
  clubs	
  are	
  now	
  
challenging	
  for	
  promotion	
  is	
  in	
  itself	
  a	
  testament	
  to	
  all	
  the	
  hard	
  work	
  and	
  
supporter	
  involvement	
  to	
  turn	
  both	
  clubs	
  around.	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

In	
  order	
  to	
  assess	
  the	
  future,	
  you	
  must	
  look	
  at	
  football	
  from	
  a	
  wider	
  
perspective.	
  The	
  Premier	
  League	
  is	
  financially	
  all-­‐conquering	
  at	
  present,	
  
even	
  to	
  the	
  extent	
  of	
  helping	
  to	
  close	
  so	
  many	
  Football	
  League	
  clubs’	
  
youth	
  schemes	
  via	
  the	
  EPPP	
  fiasco.	
  The	
  dream	
  of	
  reaching	
  the	
  Premier	
  
League,	
  that	
  provides	
  such	
  financial	
  riches,	
  has	
  meant	
  many	
  clubs	
  are	
  
literally	
  prepared	
  to	
  bankrupt	
  themselves	
  to	
  reach	
  that	
  status	
  and	
  all	
  it’s	
  
financial	
  rewards.	
  Most	
  will	
  fail.	
  
	
  
So	
  how	
  should	
  Wycombe	
  be	
  funded	
  in	
  the	
  future?	
  A	
  great	
  deal	
  of	
  hard	
  
work	
  has	
  gone	
  into	
  financially	
  recovering	
  the	
  football	
  club,	
  coupled	
  with	
  
the	
  Jordon	
  Ibe	
  sell-­‐on	
  fee	
  and	
  money	
  put	
  in	
  by	
  ordinary	
  supporters.	
  A	
  
degree	
  of	
  stability	
  has	
  been	
  achieved,	
  but	
  is	
  this	
  sufficient?	
  There	
  are	
  two	
  
choices	
  ahead	
  –	
  stay	
  as	
  we	
  are,	
  or	
  revert	
  to	
  private	
  ownership.	
  We	
  are	
  a	
  
smallish,	
  provincial	
  club,	
  but	
  have	
  both	
  a	
  long	
  and	
  proud	
  history	
  and	
  
respect	
  amongst	
  the	
  football	
  world.	
  We	
  have	
  a	
  great	
  young	
  manager	
  and	
  
a	
  rapport	
  between	
  the	
  fans	
  and	
  playing	
  staff/management	
  that	
  simply	
  
doesn’t	
  exist	
  in	
  the	
  Premier	
  League	
  anymore.	
  A	
  price	
  on	
  that?	
  



The	
  first	
  scenario	
  -­‐	
  stay	
  as	
  we	
  are	
  -­‐	
  means	
  the	
  club	
  must	
  operate	
  within	
  
strict	
  financial	
  boundaries.	
  Any	
  upward	
  movement	
  has	
  to	
  be	
  organically	
  
built	
  within	
  sound	
  budgeting	
  restrictions.	
  If	
  we	
  can’t	
  afford	
  a	
  budget	
  to	
  
get	
  to	
  the	
  Championship,	
  then	
  so	
  be	
  it	
  until	
  we	
  can.	
  The	
  second	
  option	
  is	
  
to	
  seek	
  ‘outside	
  investment’.	
  	
  Make	
  no	
  mistake	
  though:	
  people	
  will	
  not	
  
“invest”,	
  they	
  will	
  effectively	
  just	
  pay	
  a	
  fee	
  to	
  take	
  over	
  the	
  club.	
  A	
  
minority	
  Trust	
  ownership	
  relegates	
  it	
  simply	
  to	
  a	
  quasi	
  fund-­‐raising	
  
operation.	
  Swansea	
  City	
  Trust	
  were	
  instrumental	
  in	
  rescuing	
  their	
  club,	
  
but	
  even	
  with	
  a	
  21%	
  shareholding	
  they	
  were	
  excluded	
  from	
  any	
  talks	
  that	
  
led	
  to	
  the	
  recent	
  American	
  takeover	
  of	
  their	
  club.	
  Most	
  owners	
  want	
  to	
  
simply	
  own,	
  not	
  share	
  decision-­‐making	
  with	
  another	
  party.	
  
	
  
The	
  current	
  state	
  of	
  football	
  in	
  places	
  like	
  Nottingham,	
  the	
  North-­‐West	
  
and	
  particularly	
  at	
  our	
  upcoming	
  opponents	
  Coventry	
  City,	
  gives	
  an	
  
indication	
  as	
  to	
  where	
  outside	
  investment	
  can	
  lead	
  to.	
  Trevor	
  Stroud	
  
suggests	
  that	
  cutting	
  our	
  cloth	
  “would	
  mean	
  a	
  further	
  reduced	
  player	
  
budget	
  and	
  an	
  inevitable	
  tumble	
  down	
  the	
  leagues”.	
  The	
  recent	
  raising	
  of	
  
funds	
  to	
  clear	
  substantial	
  debts	
  refutes	
  this	
  idea,	
  although	
  financial	
  
prudence	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  maintained.	
  It	
  also	
  prevents	
  over-­‐ambitious	
  
speculation	
  with	
  limited	
  financial	
  resources.	
  At	
  present	
  there	
  are	
  too	
  
many	
  plausible	
  yet	
  untrustworthy	
  characters	
  looking	
  to	
  buy	
  into	
  football	
  
clubs	
  in	
  the	
  hope	
  of	
  cashing	
  in	
  on	
  a	
  Premier	
  League	
  windfall.	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  a	
  co-­‐founder	
  of	
  the	
  Trust,	
  I	
  am	
  not	
  prepared	
  to	
  see	
  all	
  the	
  hard	
  work	
  
of	
  the	
  past	
  few	
  years	
  be	
  gambled	
  on	
  the	
  chance	
  of	
  a	
  quick-­‐fix	
  to	
  
promotion.	
  The	
  Trust-­‐owned	
  model	
  hasn’t	
  run	
  for	
  long	
  enough	
  to	
  assess	
  
its	
  effectiveness,	
  but	
  I’m	
  sure	
  supporters	
  of	
  at	
  least	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  Football	
  
League’s	
  clubs	
  would	
  give	
  their	
  eye	
  teeth	
  to	
  have	
  the	
  set-­‐up	
  we	
  do.	
  It	
  
should	
  be	
  admired	
  and	
  lauded	
  as	
  an	
  opposite	
  to	
  the	
  extreme	
  wealth,	
  self-­‐
interest	
  and	
  greed	
  of	
  so	
  many	
  Premier	
  League	
  clubs.	
  The	
  next	
  stage	
  is	
  to	
  
start	
  promoting	
  this	
  fact	
  to	
  a	
  wider	
  audience,	
  both	
  around	
  
Buckinghamshire	
  and	
  the	
  surrounding	
  counties.	
  
	
  
Andy	
  Worboys	
  
	
  
This	
  article	
  was	
  submitted	
  for	
  the	
  matchday	
  programme	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  
Trevor	
  Stroud’s	
  article,	
  but	
  was	
  not	
  published.	
  
	
  



	
  



ONE	
  HIT	
  WONDERS	
  
They	
  came,	
  they	
  scored,	
  they	
  disappeared	
  

	
  
Every	
  footballer	
  has	
  two	
  main	
  goals	
  in	
  their	
  career; 	
  

1.	
  Play	
  for	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers.	
  
2.	
  Score	
  for	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers.	
  

	
  
Some	
  (‘The	
  Chosen’)	
  succeed	
  in	
  this	
  goal	
  many	
  times	
  over	
  (Keith	
  Scott,	
  Bayo	
  Akinfenwa,	
  
Stewart	
  Castledine	
  in	
  his	
  first	
  spell),	
  some	
  never	
  come	
  close	
  (Lionel	
  Messi,	
  Alan	
  Shearer,	
  
Carlos	
  Lopez)	
  while	
  others	
  find	
  the	
  net	
  just	
  once	
  in	
  the	
  blue	
  quarters	
  and	
  never	
  hit	
  such	
  
dizzy	
  heights	
  ever	
  again.	
  Here,	
  we	
  continue	
  our	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  players	
  who	
  scored	
  once	
  and	
  
only	
  once,	
  for	
  the	
  mighty	
  Wycombe...	
  
	
  

The	
  2000’s	
  
	
  

Niall	
  Thompson	
  –	
  5th	
  December	
  2000	
  
Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  1	
  Exeter	
  City	
  0,	
  Football	
  League	
  Trophy	
  

	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  A	
  Canadian	
  international	
  striker,	
  Thompson	
  joined	
  the	
  club	
  on	
  
trial	
  after	
  leaving	
  US	
  club	
  Bay	
  Area	
  Seals.	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  –	
  As	
  a	
  drab	
  LDV	
  Vans	
  Trophy	
  First	
  Round	
  game	
  lurched	
  towards	
  extra	
  time,	
  
McSporran	
  teed	
  up	
  the	
  substitute	
  forward,	
  who	
  smashed	
  home	
  an	
  88th	
  minute	
  winner.	
  No-­‐
one	
  really	
  gave	
  a	
  toss.	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  He	
  made	
  a	
  few	
  appearances	
  in	
  earlier	
  rounds	
  of	
  the	
  FA	
  Cup,	
  but	
  suffered	
  
a	
  few	
  injuries	
  and	
  had	
  already	
  left	
  by	
  the	
  time	
  Wycombe	
  reached	
  the	
  Semi-­‐Finals.	
  He	
  
returned	
  to	
  Canada	
  and	
  had	
  spells	
  with	
  Montreal	
  Impact	
  and	
  Vancouver	
  Whitecaps.	
  He	
  
retired	
  from	
  playing	
  in	
  2009	
  and	
  moved	
  into	
  coaching.	
  
	
  

Roy	
  Essandoh	
  –	
  10th	
  March	
  2001	
  
Leicester	
  City	
  1	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  2,	
  FA	
  Cup	
  

	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  Formed	
  among	
  the	
  pages	
  of	
  Ceefax,	
  Lawrie	
  Sanchez’s	
  TV	
  gave	
  
birth	
  to	
  Essandoh	
  in	
  March	
  2001.	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  –	
  Like	
  you	
  don’t	
  know.	
  Away	
  to	
  Leicester	
  in	
  the	
  FA	
  Cup	
  Quarter-­‐Final,	
  Wycombe	
  
were	
  desperate	
  for	
  a	
  money-­‐spinning	
  replay.	
  In	
  the	
  last	
  minute,	
  Jamie	
  Bates	
  headed	
  the	
  ball	
  
back	
  across	
  goal	
  to	
  Essandoh	
  and	
  shouted	
  ‘HEAD	
  IT	
  OVER	
  TO	
  EAT	
  UP	
  TIME!	
  WE’RE	
  CLOSE	
  TO	
  
TAKING	
  THEM	
  BACK	
  TO	
  ADAMS	
  PARK	
  HERE!’	
  Essandoh,	
  however,	
  was	
  not	
  the	
  most	
  gifted	
  of	
  
players	
  and	
  fluffed	
  his	
  lines,	
  heading	
  the	
  ball	
  underneath	
  the	
  bar	
  and	
  into	
  the	
  goal,	
  much	
  to	
  
the	
  irritation	
  of	
  everyone	
  involved.	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  Sanchez	
  was	
  so	
  disgusted	
  with	
  Essandoh	
  that	
  he	
  released	
  him	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  
of	
  the	
  season	
  and	
  he	
  now	
  runs	
  a	
  gym,	
  well	
  away	
  from	
  any	
  Wycombe	
  fans	
  who	
  rightly	
  want	
  
to	
  lynch	
  him	
  for	
  ending	
  their	
  dream	
  of	
  seeing	
  an	
  FA	
  Cup	
  Quarter-­‐Final	
  match	
  at	
  Adams	
  Park.	
  

	
  



Guy	
  Whittingham	
  –	
  16th	
  April	
  2001	
  
Bristol	
  City	
  1	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  2,	
  Division	
  Two	
  

	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  Portsmouth,	
  where	
  he	
  had	
  three	
  separate	
  spells	
  and	
  scored	
  over	
  
100	
  goals.	
  Our	
  sources	
  (well,	
  Wikipedia)	
  tell	
  us	
  he	
  scored	
  at	
  every	
  club	
  he	
  played	
  for	
  except	
  
for	
  Watford	
  where	
  he	
  only	
  played	
  4	
  games	
  on	
  loan.	
  His	
  real	
  dream	
  was	
  to	
  play	
  for	
  Wycombe	
  
though,	
  obviously,	
  and	
  amidst	
  the	
  striker	
  crisis	
  of	
  2001	
  he	
  was	
  signed	
  by	
  Lawrie	
  Sanchez	
  and	
  
famously	
  picked	
  the	
  ball	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  net	
  at	
  Villa	
  Park	
  after	
  Keith	
  Ryan’s	
  goal	
  against	
  Liverpool.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  –	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  good	
  one	
  actually.	
  Following	
  our	
  FA	
  Cup	
  exit,	
  we	
  were	
  in	
  danger	
  of	
  
falling	
  in	
  to	
  the	
  relegation	
  zone	
  in	
  as	
  we	
  took	
  on	
  the	
  Robins	
  on	
  Easter	
  Monday.	
  An	
  excellent	
  
performance	
  at	
  Ashton	
  Gate	
  looked	
  to	
  have	
  sealed	
  a	
  decent	
  1-­‐1	
  draw,	
  but	
  Whittingham	
  
went	
  one	
  better	
  in	
  injury	
  time	
  when	
  he	
  rounded	
  the	
  keeper	
  to	
  seal	
  a	
  2-­‐1	
  win.	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  The	
  goal	
  was	
  his	
  last	
  in	
  professional	
  football.	
  Well,	
  once	
  you’ve	
  scored	
  for	
  
Wycombe,	
  there	
  is	
  nothing	
  else	
  to	
  achieve	
  in	
  football	
  or	
  indeed	
  life,	
  is	
  there?	
  	
  
	
  

Guy	
  Branston	
  –	
  14th	
  October	
  2003	
  
Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  1	
  Cambridge	
  United	
  0,	
  Football	
  League	
  Trophy	
  

	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  Rotherham	
  on	
  loan,	
  signed	
  by	
  Sanchez	
  before	
  he	
  got	
  sacked	
  or	
  
by	
  Gorman	
  just	
  after	
  Sanchez	
  got	
  sacked.	
  We	
  would	
  look	
  it	
  up,	
  but	
  Emmerdale	
  is	
  on.	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  -­‐	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  mean	
  you	
  ‘don’t	
  remember	
  it’?	
  It	
  was	
  THAT	
  winning	
  goal	
  at	
  home	
  to	
  
Cambridge	
  in	
  the	
  First	
  Round	
  of	
  the	
  LDV	
  Vans	
  Trophy-­‐Shield-­‐Cup-­‐Championship-­‐League-­‐
Award-­‐Vase.	
  A	
  quite	
  glorious	
  20th	
  minute	
  header,	
  that	
  sent	
  the	
  803	
  fans	
  in	
  the	
  Adams	
  Park	
  
crowd	
  into	
  absolute	
  raptures.	
  You	
  could	
  even	
  say…that	
  by	
  scoring	
  a	
  winning	
  goal…during	
  a	
  
poor	
  run	
  of	
  form…that	
  Branston…GOT	
  US	
  OUT	
  OF	
  A	
  PICKLE!	
  We	
  will	
  not,	
  however,	
  resort	
  to	
  
such	
  silly	
  jokes.	
  This	
  is,	
  after	
  all,	
  a	
  respectable	
  publication.	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  He	
  hardly	
  played	
  for	
  Wycombe,	
  but	
  did	
  play	
  for	
  about	
  a	
  million	
  other	
  
clubs	
  (well,	
  14	
  –	
  we’ve	
  put	
  Emmerdale	
  on	
  record	
  and	
  looked	
  it	
  up),	
  mostly	
  on	
  loan	
  ending	
  
his	
  career	
  in	
  2014	
  at	
  Plymouth.	
  
	
  

Stuart	
  Nethercott	
  –	
  24th	
  January	
  2004	
  
Chesterfield	
  2	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  2,	
  Division	
  Two	
  

	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  Former	
  Spurs	
  and	
  England	
  U21	
  defender	
  who	
  was	
  signed	
  on	
  loan	
  
from	
  Millwall	
  by	
  Tony	
  Adams	
  towards	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  disastrous	
  2003/04	
  season.	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  –	
  Wycombe	
  were	
  already	
  1-­‐0	
  up	
  through	
  Nathan	
  Tyson	
  when	
  Nethercott	
  nodded	
  
home	
  Darren	
  Currie’s	
  free-­‐kick,	
  to	
  put	
  Wycombe	
  in	
  sight	
  of	
  a	
  first	
  away	
  win	
  for	
  ten	
  (yes,	
  
that’s	
  TEN)	
  months.	
  Needless	
  to	
  say	
  though,	
  we	
  then	
  conceded	
  two	
  late	
  goals.	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  Nethercott	
  impressed	
  during	
  his	
  loan	
  spell	
  ad	
  signed	
  a	
  two	
  year	
  deal	
  that	
  
summer.	
  When	
  Adams	
  quit,	
  Nethercott	
  found	
  his	
  first	
  team	
  opportunities	
  limited	
  under	
  
new	
  boss	
  John	
  Gorman	
  and	
  joined	
  Woking	
  on	
  loan,	
  before	
  going	
  on	
  to	
  achieve	
  further	
  
alliteration	
  at	
  Wivenhoe	
  and	
  Welling.	
  He	
  is	
  most	
  famous	
  for	
  being	
  a	
  frustratingly	
  common	
  
sticker	
  in	
  the	
  94/95	
  Merlin	
  Premier	
  League	
  Sticker	
  Album.	
  



Shahed	
  Ahmed	
  –	
  28th	
  August	
  2004	
  
Kidderminster	
  Harriers	
  0	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  2,	
  League	
  Two	
  

	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  Wimbledon’s	
  youth	
  team,	
  signed	
  by	
  Adams.	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  –	
  If	
  you	
  take	
  a	
  magnifying	
  glass	
  and	
  squint	
  really,	
  really	
  hard,	
  you’ll	
  notice	
  that	
  
Tony	
  Adams	
  actually	
  did	
  ok	
  at	
  Wycombe	
  for	
  about	
  eleven	
  minutes.	
  Well,	
  seven	
  games	
  to	
  be	
  
fair,	
  at	
  the	
  start	
  of	
  the	
  2004/05	
  season.	
  One	
  of	
  those	
  illustrious	
  matches	
  was	
  away	
  at	
  
Kidderminster	
  in	
  August.	
  Wycombe	
  dominated	
  Harriers	
  and	
  lead	
  through	
  a	
  Nathan	
  Tyson	
  
goal.	
  Ahmed	
  had	
  come	
  on	
  for	
  his	
  debut	
  in	
  the	
  second	
  half	
  and	
  promptly	
  picked	
  up	
  a	
  
booking,	
  but	
  in	
  the	
  90th	
  minute,	
  Tyson	
  took	
  the	
  ball	
  down	
  the	
  wing	
  and	
  squared	
  to	
  Ahmed,	
  
who	
  couldn’t	
  miss.	
  Well,	
  he	
  probably	
  could	
  have	
  done,	
  but	
  he	
  didn’t.	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  Ahmed	
  appeared	
  to	
  have	
  some	
  promise,	
  but	
  barely	
  featured	
  for	
  
Wanderers,	
  making	
  just	
  five	
  substitute	
  appearances	
  before	
  being	
  released	
  by	
  John	
  Gorman	
  
in	
  2005.	
  Later	
  played	
  for	
  Sporting	
  Bengal	
  United	
  and	
  was	
  approached	
  by	
  the	
  Bangladeshi	
  FA	
  
to	
  play	
  for	
  them	
  at	
  the	
  2010	
  South	
  Asian	
  Games,	
  only	
  for	
  him	
  to	
  decline	
  due	
  to	
  exams.	
  	
  
	
  

Joe	
  Burnell	
  –	
  5th	
  November	
  2005	
  
Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  1	
  Northampton	
  Town	
  3,	
  FA	
  Cup	
  

	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  After	
  five	
  years	
  at	
  Bristol	
  City,	
  Burnell	
  was	
  signed	
  on	
  a	
  free	
  
transfer	
  by	
  John	
  Gorman	
  in	
  2004.	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  -­‐	
  The	
  2005/06	
  season	
  started	
  brilliantly	
  for	
  Wycombe	
  in	
  the	
  league,	
  but	
  in	
  the	
  FA	
  
Cup	
  we	
  went	
  out	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  round	
  at	
  home	
  to	
  Northampton.	
  Burnell	
  was	
  a	
  holding	
  
midfielder	
  who	
  wouldn’t	
  venture	
  much	
  beyond	
  the	
  centre	
  circle	
  without	
  written	
  
permission,	
  but	
  with	
  the	
  Blues	
  3-­‐0	
  down	
  and	
  89	
  minutes	
  on	
  the	
  clock,	
  he	
  threw	
  caution	
  to	
  
the	
  wind	
  when	
  we	
  won	
  a	
  incorrectly-­‐awarded	
  corner	
  right	
  at	
  the	
  death.	
  He	
  headed	
  home	
  at	
  
the	
  near	
  post	
  and	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  ended	
  the	
  season	
  as	
  Wycombe’s	
  top	
  scorer	
  in	
  the	
  FA	
  Cup.	
  	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  He	
  followed	
  Gorman	
  to	
  Northampton	
  the	
  following	
  season.	
  Presumably	
  
their	
  fans	
  had	
  forgiven	
  him	
  for	
  breaching	
  their	
  defence	
  the	
  year	
  before.	
  	
  

	
  
Aidan	
  Collins	
  –	
  14th	
  January	
  2006	
  

Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  2	
  Notts	
  County	
  0,	
  League	
  Two	
  
	
  

Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  Ipswich.	
  Having	
  won	
  the	
  FA	
  Youth	
  Cup	
  and	
  made	
  four	
  
appearances	
  for	
  the	
  Tractor	
  Boys,	
  John	
  Gorman	
  signed	
  the	
  defender	
  on	
  loan	
  in	
  2006.	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  -­‐	
  On	
  a	
  day	
  overshadowed	
  by	
  Mark	
  Philo's	
  death	
  and	
  a	
  game	
  better	
  noted	
  for	
  
Sergio	
  Torres	
  getting	
  his	
  first	
  Wycombe	
  goal,	
  Collins	
  opened	
  the	
  scoring	
  shortly	
  after	
  half-­‐
time.	
  Having	
  stuffed	
  himself	
  with	
  biscuits	
  (no,	
  really)	
  he	
  reacted	
  quickest	
  when	
  Tommy	
  
Mooney's	
  shot	
  came	
  back	
  off	
  the	
  post	
  to	
  tap	
  in	
  from	
  6	
  yards.	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  Nowhere	
  -­‐	
  the	
  goal	
  was	
  perhaps	
  the	
  highlight	
  of	
  his	
  career	
  as	
  a	
  
professional.	
  Injury	
  blighted	
  his	
  career	
  and	
  after	
  a	
  brief	
  spell	
  at	
  Cambridge	
  in	
  2007,	
  he	
  
wound	
  up	
  at	
  Chelmsford	
  before	
  retiring	
  in	
  his	
  early	
  twenties.	
  He	
  now	
  runs	
  football	
  website	
  
'The	
  Pro	
  Lounge'	
  with	
  his	
  brother	
  who	
  also	
  played	
  professional	
  football.	
  	
  



Dean	
  Bowditch	
  –	
  14th	
  February	
  2006	
  
Notts	
  County	
  1	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  2,	
  League	
  Two	
  

	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  Promising	
  striker	
  that	
  John	
  Gorman	
  signed	
  on	
  loan	
  from	
  Ipswich.	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  –	
  Tapped	
  home	
  Tommy	
  Mooney’s	
  right	
  wing	
  cross	
  at	
  the	
  far	
  post	
  to	
  open	
  the	
  
scoring	
  on	
  Valentine’s	
  day	
  in	
  Nottingham.	
  Proceeded	
  to	
  ruin	
  the	
  occasion	
  by	
  doing	
  a	
  terrible	
  
dance	
  with	
  Clint	
  Easton.	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  A	
  few	
  more	
  loan	
  spells	
  at	
  various	
  clubs	
  before	
  forging	
  out	
  a	
  decent	
  lower	
  
league	
  career	
  at	
  Yeovil	
  before	
  flipping	
  burgers	
  and	
  making	
  fries	
  at	
  MkDonalds	
  (actually,	
  it	
  
was	
  the	
  less	
  respectable	
  career	
  choice	
  of	
  playing	
  for	
  MK	
  D*ns).	
  Now	
  at	
  Northampton.	
  
	
  

Scott	
  Golbourne	
  –	
  18th	
  November	
  2006	
  
Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  1	
  Grimsby	
  Town	
  1,	
  League	
  Two	
  

	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  England	
  U19	
  left	
  back	
  who	
  arrived	
  on	
  loan	
  from	
  Reading	
  during	
  
Paul	
  Lambert’s	
  reign.	
  
	
  
The	
  goal-­‐	
  A	
  late	
  wonder	
  strike.	
  He	
  picked	
  up	
  the	
  ball	
  on	
  the	
  halfway	
  line	
  and	
  skipped	
  past	
  
two	
  Mariners	
  defender	
  before	
  drilling	
  home.	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  Back	
  to	
  Reading,	
  immediately	
  after	
  that	
  game.	
  He	
  returned	
  on	
  another	
  
loan	
  in	
  the	
  new	
  year	
  and	
  played	
  against	
  Chelsea	
  in	
  the	
  League	
  Cup	
  Semi-­‐Final	
  second	
  leg.	
  He	
  
joined	
  Exeter	
  in	
  2009	
  before	
  spells	
  at	
  Barnsley,	
  Wolves	
  and	
  current	
  club	
  Bristol	
  City.	
  

	
  
Sam	
  Stockley	
  –	
  31st	
  March	
  2007	
  

Peterborough	
  United	
  3	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  3,	
  League	
  Two	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  Colch*ster.	
  Boooooooooooo!!!	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  -­‐	
  A	
  close	
  range	
  finish	
  in	
  a	
  3-­‐3	
  draw	
  at	
  Peterborough.	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  Signed	
  for	
  Port	
  Vale	
  after	
  his	
  release	
  from	
  Wycombe.	
  Was	
  made	
  captain	
  
and	
  then	
  dropped.	
  Signed	
  for	
  some	
  Hungarian	
  team	
  whose	
  name	
  we	
  can’t	
  spell	
  and	
  retired	
  
in	
  2013	
  after	
  playing	
  in	
  America.	
  
	
  

Reuben	
  Reid	
  –	
  15th	
  September	
  2007	
  
Macclesfield	
  Town	
  1	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  2,	
  League	
  Two	
  

	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  A	
  loan	
  signing	
  from	
  Plymouth	
  by	
  Paul	
  Lambert,	
  back	
  when	
  Argyle	
  
were	
  higher	
  up	
  the	
  leagues	
  and	
  were	
  the	
  slightly	
  bigger	
  club	
  their	
  fans	
  think	
  they	
  still	
  are.	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  -­‐	
  After	
  a	
  stuttering	
  start	
  to	
  the	
  2007/08	
  season,	
  Wanderers	
  started	
  to	
  get	
  going	
  
with	
  a	
  2-­‐1	
  win	
  at	
  Macclesfield	
  in	
  which	
  Reid,	
  on	
  as	
  a	
  substitute,	
  scored	
  a	
  89th	
  minute	
  goal,	
  
just	
  before	
  Town	
  pulled	
  one	
  back.	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  Rotherham,	
  where	
  he	
  had	
  a	
  good	
  season	
  that	
  earned	
  him	
  a	
  move	
  to	
  
West	
  Brom.	
  Things	
  didn’t	
  quite	
  work	
  out	
  and	
  it	
  wasn’t	
  until	
  he	
  returned	
  to	
  Argyle	
  in	
  2013	
  
that	
  he	
  really	
  found	
  his	
  form	
  again.	
  Later	
  joined	
  rivals	
  Exeter	
  City	
  and	
  now	
  at	
  Forest	
  Green.	
  



Lewis	
  Hunt	
  –	
  15th	
  November	
  2008	
  
Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  1	
  Bradford	
  City	
  0,	
  League	
  Two	
  

	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  Released	
  by	
  Southend,	
  he	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  Peter	
  Taylor’s	
  first	
  signings	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  –	
  Amidst	
  an	
  18-­‐game	
  unbeaten	
  run	
  under	
  Peter	
  Taylor,	
  Wycombe	
  produced	
  a	
  fine	
  
display	
  at	
  home	
  to	
  Bradford	
  and	
  won	
  1-­‐0	
  courtesy	
  of	
  Hunt’s	
  70th	
  minute	
  strike,	
  firing	
  a	
  low	
  
shot	
  through	
  a	
  crowd	
  of	
  players	
  in	
  front	
  of	
  the	
  Valley	
  End	
  Terrace.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  Hunt	
  was	
  actually	
  a	
  regular	
  right-­‐back	
  for	
  two	
  seasons	
  with	
  Wycombe,	
  
before	
  reuniting	
  with	
  Taylor	
  at	
  Bradford.	
  If	
  you	
  can’t	
  beat	
  ‘em…	
  (although	
  he	
  could	
  beat	
  
‘em,	
  as	
  we’ve	
  just	
  established).	
  
	
  

Lee	
  Sawyer	
  –	
  25th	
  April	
  2009	
  
Port	
  Vale	
  1	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  1,	
  League	
  Two	
  

	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  Chelsea,	
  on	
  loan	
  for	
  the	
  promotion	
  push	
  in	
  2009.	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  –	
  Quite	
  an	
  important	
  one,	
  as	
  he	
  finished	
  from	
  close	
  range	
  to	
  secure	
  the	
  point	
  that	
  
would,	
  inevitably,	
  see	
  us	
  (just	
  about)	
  clinch	
  third	
  place	
  in	
  League	
  Two	
  and	
  with	
  it	
  promotion.	
  	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  The	
  England	
  youth	
  midfielder	
  was	
  impressive	
  during	
  his	
  nine	
  games	
  with	
  
the	
  Wanderers,	
  but	
  the	
  club	
  were	
  unable	
  to	
  secure	
  his	
  services	
  for	
  the	
  following	
  season.	
  He	
  
went	
  on	
  loan	
  to	
  Southend,	
  hardly	
  featured	
  and	
  ended	
  up	
  plying	
  his	
  trade	
  in	
  non-­‐league.	
  Last	
  
seen	
  at	
  Bishop’s	
  Stortford.	
  
	
  

Ashley	
  Chambers	
  –	
  26th	
  September	
  2009	
  
Swindon	
  Town	
  1	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  1,	
  League	
  Two	
  

	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  come	
  from?	
  Leicester	
  City	
  striker,	
  capped	
  at	
  various	
  youth	
  levels	
  for	
  England,	
  
signed	
  on	
  loan	
  by	
  Peter	
  Taylor	
  at	
  the	
  start	
  of	
  the	
  2009/10	
  season.	
  
	
  
The	
  goal	
  –	
  Away	
  at	
  Swindon	
  in	
  September.	
  We	
  were	
  trailing	
  1-­‐0	
  when	
  Taylor	
  took	
  JP	
  
Pittman	
  off	
  and	
  brought	
  Chambers	
  on	
  for	
  his	
  debut.	
  A	
  few	
  fans	
  weren’t	
  happy,	
  despite	
  JP	
  
missing	
  a	
  sitter	
  earlier	
  in	
  the	
  game.	
  ‘Booooo!’	
  they	
  shouted	
  followed	
  by	
  jeers	
  of	
  ‘I	
  disagree	
  
with	
  your	
  tactics	
  Taylor!’,	
  ‘Steve	
  Hayes	
  will	
  be	
  giving	
  you	
  a	
  smacked	
  bum	
  on	
  Monday’,	
  ‘No	
  
Pyro,	
  No	
  party’	
  and	
  ‘Ainsworth	
  Out!’.	
  
	
  
However,	
  in	
  the	
  90th	
  minute,	
  Matty	
  Phillips	
  was	
  tripped	
  near	
  the	
  corner	
  flag.	
  The	
  linesman	
  
flagged	
  as	
  if	
  to	
  say	
  ‘Coo-­‐ee!	
  Mr	
  Referee	
  Sir!	
  There	
  was	
  a	
  little	
  foulie-­‐pops	
  there!’.	
  The	
  ref	
  
responded	
  with	
  a	
  signal	
  that	
  translated	
  as	
  ‘I	
  do	
  agree	
  that	
  an	
  infringement	
  has	
  occurred,	
  but	
  
also	
  think	
  that	
  to	
  allow	
  High	
  Wycombe	
  to	
  continue,	
  rather	
  than	
  stopping	
  the	
  match	
  for	
  a	
  
kick	
  that	
  is	
  free,	
  would	
  be	
  more	
  advantageous	
  to	
  them’.	
  Lo	
  and	
  behold,	
  Phillips	
  crossed,	
  the	
  
ball	
  came	
  to	
  Chambers	
  and	
  he	
  rifled	
  in	
  the	
  equaliser.	
  He	
  than	
  ran	
  to	
  Taylor	
  in	
  tears	
  and	
  
sobbed	
  ‘Thank	
  you	
  for	
  believing	
  in	
  me	
  Sir!’	
  (Ok,	
  we	
  made	
  that	
  last	
  bit	
  up.)	
  
	
  
Where	
  did	
  he	
  go?	
  Back	
  to	
  Leicester	
  after	
  just	
  four	
  appearances,	
  before	
  going	
  on	
  to	
  play	
  for	
  
York	
  and	
  Dagenham.	
  Was	
  at	
  Grimsby	
  last	
  season,	
  but	
  left	
  in	
  the	
  summer	
  to	
  join	
  Conference	
  
North	
  side	
  Nuneaton	
  Town.	
  



Badge  of  dishonour  
Why  the  latest  debacle  at  Leeds  is  no  laughing  matter  

  

Many  of  us  will  have  had  a  good  chuckle  at  the  ridiculous  design  of  the  controversial  
new  Leeds  United  badge  that  was  recently  unveiled  and  is  due  to  be  introduced  next  
season.  The  badge  has  been  met  with  widespread  scorn  and  hilarity  and  has  been  
likened  to  both  the  insignia  of  a  white  supremacist  group  and  the  cover  photo  of  an  
early  edition  of  the  Pro  Evolution  Soccer  games.  Leeds  are  perhaps  not  a  club  that  
will  elicit  huge  amounts  of  sympathy  among  other  football  fans  and  it’s  easy  to  see  
the  funny  side  to  these  kind  of  stories,  especially  when  it’s  being  presented  by  
sportsy-­lad-­bants  twitter  accounts  with  lashings  of  ‘crying  with  laughter’  emojis  -­  but  
after  the  initial  laughter  had  died  down,  the  mirth  was  replaced  with  anger  that,  once  
again,  part  of  a  football  club’s  heritage  had  been  whitewashed  away  and  some  tacky  
attempt  at  ‘rebranding’  daubed  over  the  top.  
  

  
  
The  negative  reaction  has  forced  Leeds  to  reconsider,  with  the  club  announcing  they  
would  “reopen  the  consultation  process”,  which  whilst  far  from  the  ‘we’re  ditching  the  
thing’  response  that  Leeds  fans  were  probably  hoping  for,  at  least  gives  them  hope  
that  they  will  get  the  opportunity  to  put  their  opinions  across  and  either  retain  their  
current  badge,  or  at  least,  if  the  club  are  determined  to  rebrand,  be  able  to  have  a  
say  in  the  new  design.  "I  genuinely  feel  excited  about  the  passion  of  Leeds  fans.  It's  
slightly  unfortunate  it's  been  demonstrated  in  this  way  but  it  reinforces  what  a  big  
fanbase  we  are."  said  the  club’s  managing  director  Angus  Kinnear,  in  an  apparent  
attempt  to  be  sincere  that  came  out  sounding  rather  disapproving  of  the  Leeds  fans  
protests.  He  added,  almost  laughably  in  the  circumstances,  “…they  should  trust  us  to  
do  the  right  thing."  Had  the  right  thing  been  done  in  the  first  place,  Mr  Kinnear  would  
not  have  found  himself  having  to  give  these  kind  of  statements.  
  

What  a  relief,  I  remember  thinking,  that  we  don’t  have  to  worry  about  this  sort  of  
thing  at  Wycombe,  now  that  we  are  owned  by  our  Supporters  Trust  and  in  the  hands  
of  people  who  recognise  and  respect  our  history,  heritage  and  traditions.  The  Trust,  
alongside  others,  have  done  a  fantastic  job  of  steering  the  club  going  through  a  very  
difficult  period  and  whilst  I  understand  we  are  not  out  of  the  financial  woods  yet,  
hopefully  the  worst  part  of  it  is  behind  us  and  we  can  look  forward  to  a  brighter,  more  
stable  future.  Sadly,  you  never  have  to  look  too  far  to  see  other  clubs  that  are  in  a  
poor  financial  state,  with  Chester  in  a  particularly  perilous  position  right  now  and  
Hartlepool  also  struggling.  Reading  about  their  struggles  always  makes  me  cast  my  
mind  back  to  that  day  in  Torquay  (another  former  Football  League  club  who  have  
suffered  since  relegation)  and  think  how  lucky  we  are  to  have  reached  this  position.  

LUFC  declared  that  “a  rigorous  process  that  
spanned  six  months”  went  into  the  design  of  
the  badge  (really?!)  and  claimed  that  “more  
than  10,000  people  connected  to  Leeds  
United”  were  consulted  on  the  matter.  
Whoever  these  10,000+  people  were  and  
however  strong  their  connection  to  LUFC,  
they  are  in  a  clear  minority  compared  to  the  
75,000+  people  who  have  signed  a  
Change.org  petition  started  by  angry  Leeds  
fans,  calling  on  the  club’s  Italian  owner  
Andrea  Radrizzani  to  abandon  the  badge. 
	
  



  

  
  

Some  of  these  cases  are  more  serious  than  others  and  a  statue  of  Jacko  at  Fulham  
doesn’t  have  the  same  long-­lasting  consequences  as  changing  a  club’s  entire  
identity  at  Cardiff,  but  it’s  the  thin  end  of  a  dangerous  wedge  and  the  crux  of  the  
matter  is:  ridiculous,  appalling  and  downright  disastrous  things  can  happen  when  
football  clubs  are  run  by  people  who  don’t  have  the  club’s  best  interests  at  heart,  
who  fail  to  manage  the  club’s  finances  properly,  or  who  refuse  to  consult  with  fans  
before  making  needless  changes  that  significantly  alter  the  club’s  character.    
  

  
  

I  am  so  proud  that  we  are  owned  by  our  supporters  and  that  no  matter  what  happens  
on  the  pitch,  I  can  be  safe  in  the  knowledge  that  the  club  is  in  safe  hands.  I  hope  all  
Wycombe  fans  can  get  behind  the  Trust  and  lend  it  their  support.  We  might  
sometimes  have  differing  views  as  to  how  things  should  be  done,  but  at  least  we  
know  the  club  is  run  by  people  who  ultimately  want  the  same  thing  for  it  that  we  do  
and  unlike  at  many  clubs,  owned  by  one  person  or  some  anonymous  company,  we  
do  have  the  opportunity  to  voice  our  opinions  and  criticisms  and  know  that  in  doing  
so  we  can  be  confident  that  our  voices  will  be  listened  to.  
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Jonny  

But  the  goings  on  at  Leeds  serve  to  highlight  the  
fact  that  it’s  not  just  financial  problems  that  can  
arise  when  clubs  aren’t  run  properly.  The  Leeds  
badge  fiasco  sadly  isn’t  a  new  or  even  particularly  
rare  example;;  Hull  fans  were  enraged  when  
Asseem  Allam  was  trying  to  rename  them  as  Hull  
City  Tigers.  So  were  Cardiff  supporters  when  
Vincent  Tan  flexed  his  branding  muscles  on  both  
their  badge  and  their  club  colours.  Perhaps  you  
remember  when  Mohammed  Al  Fayed  had  a  statue  
of  Michael  Jackson  erected  outside  Craven  
Cottage,  or  when  the  Oyston  family  temporarily  
removed  the  statue  of  Stan  Mortensen  from  outside  
Bloomfield  Road?  Or  when  Adams  Park  briefly,  
appallingly  became  ‘The  Causeway  Stadium’,  in  a  
naming  rights  deal  that  sold  off  the  legacy  of  Frank  
Adams  for  the  relatively  measly  sum  of  £100,000.  



Get	
  Involved	
  
	
  

Thanks	
  to	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  countless	
  people,	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  Football	
  Club	
  continue	
  
to	
  flourish	
  under	
  supporter	
  ownership.	
  However,	
  there	
  is	
  still	
  much	
  to	
  be	
  done.	
  If	
  you	
  
are	
  interested	
  in	
  assisting	
  the	
  club,	
  there	
  are	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  ways	
  you	
  can	
  get	
  involved.	
  
	
  

Fans	
  Council	
  
	
  

The	
  next	
  Fans	
  Council	
  meeting	
  will	
  be	
  on	
  Thursday	
  22nd	
  February	
  at	
  7:30pm	
  in	
  Monty’s	
  
at	
  Adams	
  Park.	
  These	
  meetings	
  are	
  open	
  to	
  everyone	
  and	
  are	
  a	
  fantastic	
  opportunity	
  to	
  
voice	
  any	
  opinions,	
  concerns	
  or	
  ideas	
  you	
  have	
  about	
  how	
  the	
  club	
  operates.	
  	
  
	
  

500	
  Club	
  
	
  

Thank	
  you	
  to	
  everyone	
  who	
  has	
  donated	
  to	
  the	
  500	
  Club,	
  which	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  going	
  to	
  
press	
  has	
  raised	
  some	
  £29,000	
  from	
  177	
  members,	
  helping	
  to	
  fund	
  the	
  recent	
  loan	
  
signings	
  of	
  Tafari	
  Moore,	
  Nathan	
  McGinley,	
  Randell	
  Williams	
  and	
  Curtis	
  Thompson	
  and	
  
enabling	
  the	
  club	
  to	
  offer	
  contract	
  extensions	
  to	
  Nick	
  Freeman	
  and	
  Yves	
  Ma-­‐Kalambay.	
  
	
  
The	
  500	
  Club	
  is	
  still	
  accepting	
  donations,	
  with	
  all	
  money	
  being	
  used	
  exclusively	
  for	
  
strengthening	
  Gareth	
  Ainsworth’s	
  squad.	
  Fans	
  can	
  pay	
  the	
  full	
  £150	
  up	
  front,	
  or	
  commit	
  
to	
  12	
  monthly	
  payments	
  of	
  £12.50p.	
  Members	
  will	
  receive	
  a	
  badge,	
  entry	
  into	
  a	
  number	
  
of	
  prize	
  draws,	
  second	
  priority	
  after	
  season	
  ticket	
  holders	
  for	
  high-­‐demand	
  games,	
  and	
  
an	
  invite	
  to	
  an	
  exclusive	
  dinner	
  with	
  the	
  players	
  after	
  the	
  Port	
  Vale	
  game	
  on	
  24th	
  March.	
  
To	
  donate,	
  or	
  for	
  more	
  information,	
  please	
  visit	
  www.500wanderers.co.uk.	
  	
  
	
  

Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  Trust	
  
	
  

Having	
  taken	
  control	
  of	
  the	
  club	
  in	
  June	
  2012,	
  The	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  Trust	
  are	
  
working	
  tirelessly	
  to	
  keep	
  the	
  club	
  safe,	
  successful	
  and	
  sustainable.	
  Anyone	
  can	
  join	
  the	
  
Trust	
  for	
  just	
  £10	
  a	
  season	
  for	
  adults,	
  or	
  £5	
  for	
  ages	
  65	
  or	
  over,	
  25	
  or	
  under,	
  or	
  members	
  
of	
  the	
  WW	
  Ex-­‐Players	
  Association.	
  Please	
  visit	
  the	
  Trust	
  table	
  in	
  the	
  Caledonian	
  Suite	
  on	
  
a	
  home	
  matchday,	
  or	
  email	
  johnbig@wycombewandererstrust.com	
  for	
  an	
  application	
  
form.	
  You	
  can	
  also	
  pick	
  up	
  a	
  form	
  from	
  reception	
  at	
  Adams	
  Park	
  during	
  office	
  hours	
  or	
  
download	
  one	
  from	
  the	
  Trust	
  website;	
  www.wycombewandererstrust.com.	
  
	
  

Easy	
  Fundraising	
  
	
  

Don’t	
  forget,	
  an	
  easy	
  way	
  to	
  raise	
  money	
  for	
  the	
  Trust,	
  at	
  absolutely	
  no	
  cost	
  to	
  yourself,	
  is	
  
to	
  register	
  with	
  Easy	
  Fundraising.	
  Every	
  time	
  you	
  make	
  an	
  online	
  purchase,	
  that	
  retailor	
  will	
  
donate	
  a	
  percentage	
  of	
  what	
  you	
  spend	
  to	
  the	
  Trust,	
  with	
  over	
  3,000	
  shops	
  and	
  sites	
  signed	
  
up	
  to	
  the	
  scheme,	
  including	
  John	
  Lewis,	
  Sainsbury’s	
  and	
  Amazon.	
  	
  
	
  
Simply	
  visit	
  www.easyfundsraising.org.uk/causes/wycombewandererstrust	
  and	
  sign	
  up,	
  
completely	
  free	
  of	
  charge.	
  Then	
  use	
  the	
  website	
  to	
  find	
  the	
  website	
  you	
  wish	
  to	
  buy	
  from.	
  
You	
  can	
  raise	
  significant	
  donations	
  in	
  next	
  to	
  no	
  time,	
  with	
  all	
  the	
  money	
  you	
  generate	
  
going	
  towards	
  helping	
  the	
  Trust	
  make	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  a	
  successful	
  and	
  sustainable.	
  



Community	
  Share	
  Scheme	
  
	
  

The	
  Community	
  Share	
  Scheme	
  continues	
  to	
  produce	
  much	
  needed	
  income	
  for	
  the	
  club.	
  
To	
  date,	
  over	
  180	
  fans	
  have	
  contributed	
  some	
  £552,000,	
  with	
  a	
  further	
  £185,000	
  
committed	
  over	
  this	
  and	
  the	
  next	
  two	
  seasons,	
  well	
  over	
  a	
  third	
  of	
  the	
  £2m	
  target	
  the	
  
Trust	
  set	
  out	
  to	
  raise	
  over	
  5	
  years.	
  Much	
  of	
  the	
  initial	
  money	
  went	
  into	
  stabilising	
  the	
  
club’s	
  finances	
  and	
  providing	
  much	
  needed	
  working	
  capital,	
  ensuring	
  the	
  club	
  could	
  
remain	
  under	
  fan	
  ownership.	
  Since	
  then,	
  the	
  money	
  raised	
  has	
  been	
  invested	
  in	
  a	
  
number	
  of	
  vital	
  projects,	
  including	
  buying	
  medical	
  equipment,	
  replacing	
  broken	
  seats,	
  
signing	
  Michael	
  Harriman	
  from	
  QPR	
  and	
  making	
  essential	
  upgrades	
  and	
  improvements	
  
around	
  Adams	
  Park,	
  that	
  the	
  club	
  wouldn’t	
  have	
  otherwise	
  been	
  able	
  to	
  afford.	
  
	
  

Please	
  do	
  consider	
  investing	
  in	
  the	
  scheme,	
  either	
  by	
  setting	
  up	
  a	
  monthly	
  payment	
  plan	
  
or	
  by	
  donating	
  a	
  one-­‐off	
  payment	
  of	
  whatever	
  you	
  can	
  afford.	
  The	
  minimum	
  investment	
  
is	
  £100	
  and	
  the	
  maximum	
  is	
  £100,000.	
  If	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  invest,	
  or	
  find	
  out	
  more	
  about	
  
the	
  share	
  scheme,	
  you	
  can	
  view	
  a	
  brochure	
  with	
  all	
  the	
  necessary	
  information	
  at	
  
www.wycombewandererstrust.com.	
  Alternatively,	
  you	
  can	
  visit	
  the	
  Trust	
  table	
  in	
  the	
  
Caledonian	
  Suite	
  before	
  a	
  home	
  game,	
  or	
  email	
  shares@wycombewandererstrust.com.	
  
	
  

Wycombe	
  PALS	
  
	
  

Wycombe	
  PALS	
  is	
  a	
  volunteer	
  group	
  that	
  assists	
  the	
  club	
  in	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  areas,	
  recently	
  
carrying	
  out	
  important	
  tasks	
  such	
  as	
  painting	
  areas	
  of	
  the	
  ground,	
  cleaning	
  seats	
  in	
  the	
  
stands	
  and	
  selling	
  programmes,	
  saving	
  the	
  club	
  significant	
  money	
  that	
  can	
  now	
  be	
  spent	
  
elsewhere.	
  Supporters	
  wishing	
  to	
  register	
  their	
  interest	
  are	
  asked	
  to	
  send	
  their	
  name,	
  
contact	
  details	
  and	
  a	
  CV,	
  or	
  list	
  of	
  suitable	
  skills	
  and	
  areas	
  of	
  expertise,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  an	
  
approximate	
  guide	
  to	
  their	
  availability	
  (e.g.	
  Evenings,	
  weekends,	
  specific	
  weekdays)	
  to	
  
media@wwfc.com.	
  Your	
  details	
  will	
  be	
  sent	
  to	
  the	
  relevant	
  head	
  of	
  department,	
  who	
  
will	
  contact	
  applicants	
  to	
  discuss	
  the	
  role	
  in	
  detail.	
  The	
  club	
  will	
  advertise	
  volunteer	
  
opportunities	
  on	
  it’s	
  website,	
  social	
  media	
  channels	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  matchday	
  programme.	
  	
  
	
  

BBC	
  Three	
  Counties	
  Radio	
  Coverage	
  
	
  

Phil	
  Catchpole	
  continues	
  his	
  fantastic	
  work,	
  reporting	
  on	
  Wycombe	
  games	
  for	
  BBC	
  Three	
  
Counties	
  Radio	
  and	
  greatly	
  increasing	
  the	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  airtime	
  the	
  club	
  gets.	
  The	
  more	
  
fans	
  that	
  interact	
  with	
  the	
  station,	
  the	
  greater	
  that	
  coverage	
  will	
  be.	
  Tune	
  in	
  to	
  Three	
  
Counties	
  Sport	
  every	
  Saturday	
  from	
  2	
  -­‐	
  5pm,	
  followed	
  by	
  Three	
  Counties	
  5-­‐0-­‐5,	
  which	
  is	
  
your	
  opportunity	
  to	
  call,	
  text	
  or	
  tweet	
  your	
  opinions	
  from	
  the	
  afternoon’s	
  game.	
  
Midweek	
  games	
  are	
  covered	
  from	
  7pm.	
  The	
  best	
  frequency	
  for	
  Three	
  Counties	
  in	
  High	
  
Wycombe	
  is	
  98.0FM,	
  but	
  you	
  can	
  also	
  tune	
  in	
  on	
  95.5FM,	
  103.8FM	
  and	
  104.5FM	
  from	
  
other	
  areas	
  in	
  Beds,	
  Bucks	
  and	
  Herts,	
  or	
  listen	
  on	
  iFollow.	
  	
  
	
  

CALL:	
  08459	
  455555	
  	
  
TWEET:	
  @BBC3CR	
  or	
  @bluntphil	
  

TEXT:	
  81333	
  (Put	
  3CR	
  at	
  the	
  start	
  of	
  your	
  message)	
  
	
  

Phil	
  also	
  writes	
  an	
  excellent	
  blog;	
  ‘Phil	
  Catchpole	
  –	
  Football	
  from	
  the	
  Frontline’,	
  which	
  
you	
  can	
  visit	
  at	
  www.philcatchpole.com.	
  



A	
  BEAST	
  OF	
  A	
  BOOK	
  
Phil	
  Slatter	
  reviews	
  Adebayo	
  Akinfenwa’s	
  autobiography	
  

	
  
Autobiographies	
  are	
  plentiful	
  these	
  days	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  Q-­‐list	
  celebrities,	
  you	
  can	
  
hardly	
  move	
  in	
  Waterstones	
  as	
  Christmas	
  approaches	
  for	
  ‘The	
  Real	
  Story’	
  or	
  The	
  Real	
  
Story	
  ‘In	
  My	
  Own	
  Words’!	
  Football	
  is	
  no	
  different,	
  although	
  most	
  players	
  seem	
  to	
  
release	
  books	
  at	
  a	
  very	
  young	
  age,	
  often	
  before	
  their	
  careers	
  are	
  close	
  to	
  finishing.	
  It’s	
  
usually	
  a	
  case	
  of	
  cashing	
  in	
  on	
  their	
  fame,	
  rather	
  than	
  having	
  a	
  full	
  story	
  to	
  tell.	
  With	
  
regards	
  to	
  our	
  own	
  Adebayo	
  Akinfenwa	
  though,	
  his	
  fame	
  actually	
  arrived	
  at	
  a	
  point	
  
where	
  his	
  career	
  is	
  (as	
  much	
  as	
  we	
  hate	
  to	
  admit	
  it)	
  slowly	
  coming	
  to	
  an	
  end	
  and	
  being	
  a	
  
lower	
  league	
  journeyman	
  who	
  has	
  also	
  become	
  something	
  of	
  a	
  celebrity	
  makes	
  for	
  a	
  
unique	
  journey	
  and	
  an	
  interesting	
  story	
  that	
  is	
  well	
  worth	
  being	
  told.	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

Most	
  fascinating	
  are	
  the	
  tales	
  of	
  him	
  managing	
  his	
  social	
  media	
  accounts,	
  how	
  he	
  had	
  to	
  
almost	
  reinvent	
  himself	
  as	
  a	
  strong	
  man	
  forward	
  following	
  a	
  horrific	
  injury	
  at	
  Swansea,	
  
the	
  breakdown	
  of	
  his	
  working	
  relationship	
  with	
  Neal	
  Ardeley,	
  how	
  he	
  struggled	
  with	
  
Aidy	
  Boothroyd	
  and	
  his	
  honest	
  insight	
  into	
  his	
  time	
  at	
  Wycombe	
  thus	
  far.	
  He	
  questions	
  
Gareth	
  Ainsworth’s	
  decision	
  to	
  drop	
  him	
  for	
  turning	
  up	
  late	
  to	
  the	
  Cheltenham	
  game	
  last	
  
season	
  (although	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  we	
  scored	
  three	
  times	
  that	
  day	
  suggests	
  it	
  didn’t	
  really	
  
make	
  much	
  difference)	
  and	
  admits	
  that	
  he	
  is	
  feeling	
  the	
  strain	
  of	
  playing	
  90	
  minutes	
  
week	
  in,	
  week	
  out	
  (a	
  catch-­‐22	
  situation	
  given	
  he	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  goalscoring	
  form	
  of	
  his	
  life.)	
  	
  
It’s	
  an	
  easy	
  read,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  an	
  insightful	
  one,	
  not	
  just	
  into	
  Bayo	
  but	
  into	
  lower	
  league	
  
football	
  in	
  general.	
  A	
  must	
  read	
  for	
  Blues	
  fans,	
  and	
  football	
  fans	
  alike.	
  

From	
  starting	
  out	
  his	
  professional	
  career	
  
in	
  Lithuania,	
  where	
  he	
  suffered	
  frequent	
  
racial	
  abuse,	
  to	
  finally	
  finding	
  his	
  feet	
  at	
  
Swansea	
  and	
  subsequently	
  making	
  his	
  
name,	
  first	
  at	
  Northampton	
  and	
  then	
  
AFC	
  Wimbledon,	
  it	
  was	
  YouTube,	
  FIFA	
  
and	
  social	
  media	
  that	
  created	
  the	
  man	
  
we	
  all	
  know	
  and	
  love	
  today.	
  
	
  
As	
  it	
  should,	
  this	
  book	
  goes	
  beyond	
  the	
  
smile,	
  the	
  dance	
  moves,	
  the	
  goals	
  and	
  
the	
  bulging	
  biceps.	
  Akinfenwa	
  doesn’t	
  
paint	
  a	
  picture	
  of	
  himself	
  as	
  a	
  saint	
  (he	
  
admits	
  to	
  not	
  always	
  obeying	
  club	
  rules	
  
and	
  despite	
  being	
  married,	
  speaks	
  of	
  
fathering	
  a	
  child	
  with	
  another	
  woman)	
  
but	
  as	
  a	
  man	
  and	
  a	
  player	
  who	
  worked	
  
hard	
  for	
  what	
  he	
  has	
  achieved,	
  telling	
  his	
  
tale	
  with	
  refreshing	
  honesty.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



LUKE WHO’S TALKING 
 

With	
  the	
  help	
  of	
  Matt	
  Cecil,	
  we	
  caught	
  up	
  with	
  Blues	
  midfielder	
  Luke	
  O’Nien	
  after	
  the	
  2-­‐
1	
  defeat	
  to	
  Mansfield,	
  to	
  talk	
  Christmas,	
  exploding	
  cars,	
  why	
  he’d	
  make	
  an	
  excellent	
  
sniper	
  and	
  why,	
  sadly,	
  his	
  international	
  dreams	
  may	
  lie	
  in	
  tatters.	
  
	
  
Luke,	
  a	
  frustrating	
  result	
  today.	
  Mansfield	
  are	
  a	
  team	
  that	
  we’ve	
  struggled	
  against	
  in	
  
recent	
  seasons,	
  what	
  is	
  it	
  about	
  them	
  that	
  makes	
  them	
  so	
  hard	
  to	
  beat?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  When	
  you	
  look	
  at	
  it	
  from	
  the	
  outside	
  it’s	
  easy	
  to	
  make	
  trends	
  and	
  things	
  like	
  that,	
  
but	
  if	
  you	
  look	
  over	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  the	
  game	
  we	
  were	
  unlucky	
  not	
  to	
  have	
  had	
  more	
  goals	
  
in	
  the	
  first	
  half.	
  Maybe	
  that	
  was	
  our	
  downfall,	
  that	
  we	
  couldn’t	
  be	
  more	
  clinical	
  and	
  put	
  
them	
  away,	
  because	
  I	
  think	
  another	
  goal	
  would	
  have	
  killed	
  them	
  off,	
  but	
  credit	
  to	
  
Mansfield	
  –	
  we’ve	
  been	
  on	
  an	
  unbeaten	
  run	
  and	
  we’ve	
  had	
  good	
  form	
  at	
  home	
  and	
  
they’ve	
  come	
  and	
  ruined	
  that.	
  We’ll	
  be	
  looking	
  at	
  ourselves.	
  I	
  feel	
  like	
  we	
  could	
  have	
  
stopped	
  the	
  goals	
  and	
  I	
  feel	
  like	
  we	
  could	
  have	
  scored	
  more,	
  so	
  as	
  good	
  as	
  Mansfield	
  
were	
  I	
  think	
  we	
  were	
  kind	
  of	
  our	
  own	
  downfall	
  today.	
  I	
  think	
  we	
  could	
  have	
  taken	
  the	
  
three	
  points	
  and	
  killed	
  them	
  off	
  earlier,	
  but	
  we	
  didn’t	
  and	
  we’ll	
  learn	
  from	
  that	
  and	
  go	
  
into	
  the	
  next	
  game.	
  	
  
	
  
You	
  touched	
  on	
  the	
  home	
  record	
  there,	
  ten	
  games	
  unbeaten	
  before	
  today,	
  are	
  the	
  
lads	
  disappointed	
  that’s	
  gone,	
  or	
  do	
  you	
  not	
  really	
  worry	
  about	
  those	
  kind	
  of	
  things	
  
and	
  just	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  next	
  game	
  and	
  where	
  we’re	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  come	
  May?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  I	
  didn’t	
  really	
  know	
  what	
  the	
  record	
  was	
  at	
  home,	
  but	
  I	
  think	
  you	
  just	
  don’t	
  want	
  to	
  
lose	
  the	
  game.	
  Momentum’s	
  very	
  important	
  in	
  the	
  league	
  and	
  if	
  you	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  table	
  
you	
  can	
  see	
  that	
  no-­‐one’s	
  really	
  taking	
  that	
  third	
  place.	
  Luton	
  and	
  Notts	
  County	
  are	
  
starting	
  to	
  get	
  a	
  run	
  and	
  use	
  their	
  momentum	
  and	
  if	
  we	
  can	
  start	
  to	
  get	
  momentum	
  that	
  
would	
  be	
  good.	
  Yeah,	
  it’s	
  a	
  little	
  bump	
  in	
  the	
  road	
  now,	
  losing	
  one	
  game,	
  but	
  it’s	
  only	
  
one	
  game.	
  I	
  think	
  you	
  can	
  take	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  positives	
  from	
  that	
  game.	
  We	
  were	
  very	
  good	
  at	
  
some	
  stages,	
  but	
  just	
  not	
  quite	
  good	
  enough	
  for	
  the	
  complete	
  game.	
  It’s	
  something	
  we’ll	
  
look	
  back	
  on	
  and	
  it	
  will	
  put	
  us	
  in	
  a	
  better	
  place	
  for	
  the	
  future	
  games	
  coming	
  up.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
It	
  was	
  a	
  really	
  inconsistent	
  league	
  last	
  year	
  and	
  it	
  seem	
  like	
  it	
  again	
  with	
  teams	
  at	
  the	
  
top	
  end	
  regularly	
  dropping	
  points.	
  That	
  must	
  give	
  us	
  a	
  bit	
  of	
  hope,	
  looking	
  for	
  that	
  top	
  
seven,	
  maybe	
  top	
  three	
  finish,	
  that	
  if	
  the	
  teams	
  above	
  us	
  aren’t	
  consistent	
  we	
  could	
  
be	
  that	
  team	
  that	
  hits	
  a	
  good	
  bit	
  of	
  form	
  in	
  the	
  latter	
  stages	
  of	
  the	
  season	
  and	
  sneaks	
  
an	
  automatic	
  place?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  I	
  think	
  that	
  the	
  key	
  in	
  this	
  league	
  is	
  consistency,	
  consistency	
  in	
  everything	
  you	
  do.	
  
The	
  next	
  month,	
  two	
  months,	
  is	
  where	
  you’ll	
  see	
  that	
  separation.	
  If	
  one	
  or	
  two	
  teams	
  
can	
  start	
  to	
  go	
  on	
  a	
  run,	
  which	
  I’m	
  very	
  confident	
  we	
  can	
  do	
  and	
  we	
  have	
  the	
  players	
  to	
  
do	
  that,	
  then	
  you’ll	
  start	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  teams	
  separate	
  and	
  take	
  those	
  places,	
  but	
  it	
  needs	
  
to	
  start	
  soon	
  and	
  hopefully	
  we	
  can	
  get	
  that	
  run	
  started	
  on	
  Monday	
  against	
  Forest	
  Green.	
  
	
  



	
  
We’ve	
  got	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  games	
  coming	
  up	
  in	
  quite	
  a	
  short	
  space	
  of	
  time	
  and	
  in	
  recent	
  
seasons	
  our	
  small	
  squad	
  have	
  struggled	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  Year	
  as	
  injuries	
  and	
  fatigue	
  seem	
  
to	
  take	
  their	
  toll.	
  How	
  can	
  you	
  prepare	
  to	
  try	
  and	
  stop	
  that	
  fatigue	
  setting	
  in	
  as	
  the	
  
season	
  draws	
  on,	
  especially	
  when	
  we	
  have	
  fewer	
  players	
  available?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  With	
  all	
  games	
  it’s	
  all	
  about	
  recovery	
  -­‐	
  you’ve	
  got	
  to	
  be	
  smart	
  with	
  your	
  
programme.	
  There’s	
  times	
  in	
  the	
  season	
  where	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  build;	
  where	
  the	
  games	
  are	
  
once	
  a	
  week,	
  when	
  the	
  season	
  starts,	
  when	
  it’s	
  Saturday,	
  Saturday,	
  Saturday	
  –	
  and	
  in	
  
that	
  week	
  you	
  can	
  use	
  the	
  first	
  two	
  days	
  to	
  recover	
  and	
  then	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  few	
  days	
  of	
  
building,	
  working	
  on	
  whatever	
  it	
  is	
  you	
  can	
  build	
  as	
  a	
  player	
  and	
  as	
  the	
  games	
  start	
  to	
  
get	
  close	
  you	
  can	
  bring	
  down	
  the	
  programme.	
  When	
  it	
  goes	
  Saturday-­‐Tuesday,	
  or	
  you’ve	
  
got	
  two	
  games	
  in	
  two	
  days,	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  bit	
  smarter	
  with	
  your	
  programme.	
  You	
  
need	
  to	
  realise	
  this	
  isn’t	
  the	
  time	
  to	
  build.	
  It’s	
  a	
  time	
  to	
  learn	
  from	
  the	
  previous	
  games,	
  
to	
  keep	
  the	
  mental	
  side	
  ticking	
  over	
  and	
  really	
  rest	
  physically.	
  We’ve	
  got	
  a	
  good	
  team	
  
and	
  tomorrow	
  we’ll	
  be	
  going	
  in	
  and	
  we’ll	
  be	
  stretching,	
  we’ll	
  be	
  recovering	
  properly.	
  
People	
  take	
  their	
  own	
  recovery	
  into	
  their	
  own	
  hands.	
  The	
  boys	
  will	
  go	
  home	
  and	
  they	
  
might	
  use	
  the	
  pool	
  or	
  the	
  spa	
  and	
  things	
  like	
  that	
  wherever	
  they	
  live.	
  That’s	
  what	
  I’ll	
  be	
  
doing.	
  We’ve	
  got	
  good	
  recovery	
  at	
  the	
  training	
  ground	
  and	
  we’ve	
  got	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  
professional	
  and	
  do	
  it	
  away	
  from	
  the	
  training	
  ground.	
  One	
  programme’s	
  never	
  the	
  same.	
  
You’ve	
  always	
  got	
  to	
  adapt	
  it.	
  You’ve	
  got	
  to	
  tailor	
  it	
  to	
  how	
  many	
  games	
  you’ve	
  got.	
  
	
  
You’ve	
  expressed	
  your	
  desire	
  to	
  play	
  international	
  football	
  for	
  Singapore.	
  Is	
  there	
  any	
  
update	
  on	
  that?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  Where	
  do	
  I	
  start	
  there?	
  	
  
	
  
Matt	
  Cecil:	
  It’s	
  a	
  tangled	
  web!	
  
	
  
LON:	
  Tangled	
  web	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  one.	
  It’s	
  not	
  really	
  in	
  my	
  control.	
  
	
  
MC:	
  To	
  give	
  you	
  context,	
  we	
  only	
  discovered	
  this	
  a	
  little	
  bit	
  down	
  the	
  line,	
  but	
  in	
  order	
  
to	
  play	
  for	
  Singapore,	
  Luke	
  would	
  basically	
  have	
  to	
  surrender	
  his	
  British	
  passport	
  and	
  
claim	
  a	
  Singaporean	
  one,	
  because	
  they	
  don’t	
  accept	
  dual	
  nationality,	
  and	
  to	
  do	
  so	
  he’d	
  
need	
  to	
  live	
  in	
  Singapore	
  and	
  potentially	
  could	
  be	
  called	
  up	
  for	
  national	
  service.	
  Adrian	
  
Clarke,	
  who	
  does	
  stuff	
  for	
  Talksport,	
  but	
  he’s	
  also	
  a	
  freelancer	
  for	
  the	
  Singaporean	
  press,	
  
came	
  to	
  do	
  a	
  piece	
  with	
  Luke	
  about	
  it	
  and	
  he	
  put	
  us	
  in	
  touch	
  with	
  the	
  national	
  coach	
  and	
  
they	
  all	
  seemed	
  very	
  keen.	
  Luke’s	
  obviously	
  got	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  play	
  for	
  Singapore,	
  but	
  he	
  
would	
  need	
  to	
  surrender	
  his	
  British	
  passport,	
  get	
  Singaporean	
  nationality,	
  move	
  to	
  
Singapore	
  and	
  potentially	
  join	
  the	
  army	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  play	
  football.	
  So	
  tangled	
  web’s	
  one	
  
way	
  of	
  putting	
  it.	
  They	
  played	
  against	
  Argentina	
  a	
  few	
  months	
  ago,	
  which	
  is	
  incredible,	
  
but	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  token	
  you	
  don’t	
  really	
  want	
  to	
  move	
  to	
  Singapore	
  and	
  join	
  the	
  army.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



LON:	
  Unless	
  they	
  made	
  me	
  a	
  sniper!	
  Have	
  you	
  seen	
  Enemy	
  at	
  the	
  Gates?	
  
	
  
Yeah	
  
	
  
LON:	
  That’s	
  one	
  of	
  my	
  favourite	
  films.	
  I	
  fancy	
  myself	
  as	
  that	
  guy.	
  Make	
  me	
  a	
  sniper	
  and	
  
put	
  me	
  in	
  a	
  tree	
  somewhere	
  –	
  I’m	
  very	
  good	
  at	
  climbing	
  trees.	
  That’d	
  be	
  me.	
  	
  
	
  
Is	
  there	
  anything	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  done	
  to	
  get	
  around	
  that,	
  or	
  is	
  it	
  dead	
  in	
  the	
  water?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  Bit	
  dead	
  really.	
  	
  
	
  
MC:	
  It’s	
  certainly	
  not	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  easy.	
  It’s	
  not	
  like	
  when	
  Aaron	
  Pierre	
  played	
  for	
  
Grenada	
  and	
  he	
  just	
  hopped	
  on	
  a	
  plane,	
  played	
  in	
  the	
  game	
  and	
  came	
  back.	
  It’s	
  much	
  
more	
  complicated.	
  
	
  
You’re	
  related	
  to	
  quite	
  a	
  famous	
  politician	
  in	
  Singapore	
  aren’t	
  you?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  Yeah,	
  my	
  mum’s	
  uncle.	
  He	
  was	
  very	
  well	
  known	
  for	
  solving	
  the	
  housing	
  problem	
  in	
  
Singapore,	
  but	
  sadly	
  he	
  passed	
  many	
  years	
  ago.	
  I	
  remember	
  meeting	
  him	
  back	
  in	
  2003.	
  I	
  
went	
  over	
  because	
  I’ve	
  got	
  family	
  in	
  Singapore	
  and	
  Australia	
  and	
  I’ve	
  got	
  very	
  fond	
  
memories	
  of	
  him	
  and	
  all	
  his	
  family.	
  They’re	
  all	
  lovely	
  people	
  and	
  he	
  left	
  Singapore	
  in	
  a	
  
very	
  good	
  place,	
  so	
  credit	
  to	
  him.	
  
	
  
We’ve	
  got	
  a	
  couple	
  of	
  big	
  games	
  coming	
  up	
  at	
  Adams	
  Park,	
  starting	
  with	
  Preston	
  
North	
  End	
  in	
  the	
  FA	
  Cup.	
  You	
  must	
  be	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  playing	
  in	
  the	
  third	
  round	
  of	
  
the	
  cup	
  for	
  the	
  third	
  year	
  in	
  a	
  row?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  Yeah,	
  it’s	
  my	
  third	
  season.	
  I’m	
  getting	
  old	
  aren’t	
  I	
  Cess?	
  
	
  
MC:	
  You’re	
  a	
  veteran.	
  
	
  
LON:	
  Yeah	
  I’m	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  the	
  FA	
  Cup.	
  It’s	
  my	
  third	
  year	
  in	
  the	
  cup	
  -­‐	
  I	
  played	
  in	
  
the	
  qualifying	
  rounds	
  at	
  Wealdstone,	
  but	
  that	
  doesn’t	
  really	
  count	
  because	
  we	
  didn’t	
  
make	
  all	
  the	
  way	
  through,	
  but	
  I	
  did	
  learn	
  a	
  lot	
  playing	
  in	
  the	
  qualifying	
  for	
  the	
  FA	
  Cup.	
  
They	
  were	
  tough	
  games.	
  I	
  got	
  sent	
  off	
  actually,	
  in	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  replays,	
  which	
  I	
  won’t	
  
forget.	
  The	
  FA	
  Cup	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  big	
  game.	
  I	
  was	
  watching	
  Preston	
  on	
  TV	
  last	
  night	
  and	
  we’ll	
  
be	
  doing	
  our	
  homework	
  after	
  the	
  game	
  on	
  Monday.	
  All	
  the	
  boys	
  will	
  be	
  looking	
  forward	
  
to	
  that	
  one.	
  I’m	
  sure	
  it’s	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  packed	
  out	
  Adams	
  Park.	
  	
  
	
  
After	
  that	
  it’s	
  Col	
  U	
  in	
  the	
  league.	
  Are	
  the	
  players	
  aware	
  of	
  the	
  rivalry	
  with	
  them?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  Don’t	
  know	
  –	
  I’m	
  not,	
  is	
  the	
  honest	
  answer!	
  We’ve	
  played	
  them	
  a	
  couple	
  of	
  times	
  
last	
  year	
  and	
  they’ve	
  been	
  good	
  games,	
  but	
  I	
  haven’t	
  been	
  aware	
  how	
  big	
  a	
  derby	
  it	
  is	
  or	
  
anything	
  like	
  that.	
  It	
  wouldn’t	
  really	
  change	
  my	
  attitude	
  going	
  into	
  a	
  game.	
  Whether	
  it’s	
  
a	
  derby,	
  whether	
  it’s	
  a	
  friendly,	
  I	
  still	
  play	
  every	
  game	
  like	
  it’s	
  a	
  derby	
  and	
  give	
  it	
  my	
  all.	
  
I’m	
  not	
  aware	
  of	
  it,	
  but	
  it	
  doesn’t	
  really	
  change	
  the	
  way	
  I	
  play	
  my	
  game.	
  	
  



Anyway,	
  never	
  mind	
  all	
  that	
  –	
  what	
  did	
  you	
  get	
  for	
  Christmas?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  I	
  was	
  spoiled,	
  but	
  I	
  can’t	
  remember	
  what	
  I	
  got!	
  Erm…Christmas…wow…….	
  
	
  
MC:	
  It	
  was	
  five	
  days	
  ago	
  Luke.	
  
	
  
LON:	
  I	
  know,	
  but	
  a	
  lot’s	
  happened	
  in	
  five	
  days…I	
  got	
  these	
  things	
  were	
  you	
  blow	
  them	
  
up	
  and	
  you’ve	
  got	
  to	
  whack	
  each	
  other	
  off	
  stools.	
  Like	
  Gladiators.	
  I	
  got	
  some	
  shoes	
  
because	
  I	
  just	
  wear	
  running	
  shoes	
  everywhere,	
  so	
  my	
  girlfriend’s	
  trying	
  to	
  improve	
  my	
  
dress	
  sense,	
  trying	
  to	
  tell	
  me	
  something	
  and	
  I	
  got	
  lots	
  of	
  shower	
  gel.	
  Maybe	
  she’s	
  trying	
  
to	
  tell	
  me	
  something	
  there	
  as	
  well,	
  but	
  the	
  best	
  part	
  was	
  all	
  my	
  family	
  came	
  over	
  from	
  
Australia	
  and	
  we	
  just	
  sat	
  there	
  all	
  night	
  catching	
  up	
  and	
  having	
  a	
  nice	
  chat.	
  But	
  then	
  
when	
  the	
  board	
  games	
  come	
  out,	
  that’s	
  it,	
  competition	
  starts.	
  No	
  such	
  thing	
  as	
  family	
  
when	
  the	
  board	
  games	
  are	
  out.	
  I’ve	
  got	
  to	
  get	
  that	
  win.	
  	
  
	
  
What’s	
  your	
  must-­‐watch	
  Christmas	
  film?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  For	
  the	
  last	
  few	
  years	
  I	
  always	
  used	
  to	
  watch	
  the	
  Harry	
  Potters.	
  I	
  used	
  to	
  watch	
  
them	
  with	
  my	
  sister	
  or	
  whoever	
  was	
  around.	
  I	
  don’t	
  think	
  I’ve	
  ever	
  seen	
  The	
  Grinch.	
  I	
  
was	
  going	
  to	
  watch	
  it	
  the	
  other	
  day,	
  but	
  I	
  fell	
  asleep,	
  so	
  that	
  didn’t	
  happen.	
  You’ve	
  got	
  
to	
  have	
  the	
  Home	
  Alones	
  and	
  my	
  first	
  film,	
  that	
  I	
  started	
  watching	
  in	
  November,	
  was	
  Elf.	
  
After	
  my	
  birthday,	
  21st	
  November,	
  for	
  me	
  it’s	
  Christmas	
  time.	
  
	
  
Did	
  anyone	
  disgrace	
  themselves	
  at	
  the	
  Christmas	
  party?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  There	
  were	
  some	
  very	
  funny	
  moments.	
  I	
  enjoyed	
  watching	
  De	
  Havilland,	
  he’s	
  a	
  
very	
  good	
  dancer,	
  so	
  was	
  Southwell	
  and	
  Adam	
  El	
  Abd	
  had	
  a	
  few	
  good	
  moves	
  on	
  him,	
  
which	
  was	
  a	
  nice	
  surprise.	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  good	
  Christmas	
  celebration	
  with	
  the	
  boys.	
  It’s	
  a	
  good	
  
time	
  where	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  little	
  break	
  for	
  the	
  night,	
  but	
  then	
  you	
  get	
  back	
  to	
  things	
  straight	
  
away,	
  so	
  the	
  boys	
  were	
  sensible,	
  but	
  there	
  were	
  some	
  very	
  funny	
  moments	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  
	
  
What’s	
  the	
  weirdest	
  dream	
  you	
  remember	
  having?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  Sometimes	
  I	
  have	
  dreams	
  where	
  I	
  wake	
  up	
  and	
  I	
  don’t	
  know	
  if	
  it	
  was	
  real	
  or	
  not	
  
and	
  I	
  think	
  it’s	
  real	
  and	
  then	
  everyone’s	
  like	
  “what	
  the	
  hell	
  are	
  you	
  going	
  on	
  about?”	
  so	
  
sometimes	
  I	
  get	
  confused.	
  But	
  my	
  weirdest	
  dream…blimey…erm…	
  
	
  
MC:	
  I	
  can’t	
  help	
  you	
  with	
  this	
  one.	
  
	
  
LON:	
  Yeah	
  I	
  know.	
  I	
  can’t	
  really	
  help	
  myself.	
  
	
  
MC:	
  Just	
  make	
  one	
  up!	
  
	
  
LON:	
  I	
  don’t	
  lie!	
  I	
  had	
  a	
  dream	
  where	
  I	
  left	
  my	
  aerosol	
  in	
  my	
  car	
  once	
  and	
  it	
  exploded.	
  
Turns	
  out	
  that	
  actually	
  happed	
  when	
  I	
  woke	
  up.	
  



MC:	
  Great	
  incident!	
  
	
  
LON:	
  It	
  wasn’t	
  a	
  great	
  incident!	
  	
  
	
  
MC:	
  It	
  was	
  all	
  over	
  Bayo’s	
  Snapchat!	
  
	
  
LON:	
  I	
  hoovered	
  my	
  car	
  one	
  evening	
  in	
  the	
  summer	
  and	
  I	
  want	
  my	
  car	
  to	
  smell	
  nice	
  
because	
  I	
  have	
  football	
  boots	
  in	
  there,	
  so	
  I	
  bought	
  a	
  big,	
  massive	
  aerosol	
  off	
  Amazon	
  and	
  
as	
  I	
  was	
  hovering	
  I	
  put	
  my	
  aerosol	
  in	
  the	
  wedge	
  between	
  the	
  window.	
  I	
  hoovered	
  up,	
  
forgot	
  to	
  take	
  it	
  down	
  and	
  the	
  next	
  day	
  drove	
  into	
  training,	
  parked	
  up	
  and	
  left	
  my	
  
aerosol	
  wedged	
  in	
  the	
  window.	
  That	
  came	
  back	
  to	
  bite	
  me	
  on	
  the	
  arse.	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  very	
  hot	
  
day	
  and	
  my	
  windscreen	
  got	
  very	
  hot	
  and	
  my	
  car	
  got	
  very	
  hot.	
  I	
  was	
  sitting	
  in	
  the	
  gym	
  
and	
  there	
  was	
  this	
  massive	
  explosion,	
  my	
  windscreen	
  folded	
  over	
  and	
  my	
  windscreen	
  
wipers	
  went	
  forty	
  meters	
  onto	
  the	
  pitch.	
  Someone	
  ran	
  into	
  the	
  gym	
  and	
  said	
  “Luke,	
  your	
  
car’s	
  just	
  exploded!”	
  I	
  thought	
  they	
  were	
  joking,	
  so	
  I	
  laughed	
  and	
  carried	
  on	
  stretching.	
  
Everyone’s	
  piling	
  out	
  the	
  gym	
  and	
  I	
  eventually	
  get	
  out	
  there	
  and	
  everyone’s	
  circled	
  
round	
  my	
  car.	
  Everyone	
  was	
  looking	
  at	
  me	
  to	
  see	
  what	
  my	
  reaction	
  was	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  like.	
  
To	
  be	
  honest	
  I	
  just	
  started	
  laughing.	
  People	
  couldn’t	
  work	
  out	
  why	
  I	
  was	
  laughing,	
  
because	
  my	
  car	
  was	
  destroyed.	
  It	
  wasn’t	
  my	
  best	
  moment,	
  not	
  the	
  smartest	
  thing	
  I’ve	
  
ever	
  done.	
  People	
  thought	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  bomb.	
  High	
  Wycombe	
  smelled	
  lovely	
  though!	
  
	
  
Head	
  of	
  Fitness	
  David	
  Wates	
  walks	
  in.	
  
	
  
Who’s	
  the	
  most	
  annoying	
  person	
  to	
  sit	
  next	
  to	
  on	
  the	
  coach?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  David	
  Wates.	
  
	
  
DW:	
  You	
  don’t	
  sit	
  next	
  to	
  me.	
  
	
  
LON:	
  You	
  know	
  what,	
  it’s	
  probably	
  me.	
  	
  
	
  
MC:	
  We	
  went	
  on	
  a	
  pre-­‐season	
  tour	
  to	
  France	
  when	
  Luke	
  was	
  on	
  trial	
  and	
  on	
  the	
  ferry	
  
back	
  he	
  had	
  a	
  chat	
  with	
  the	
  gaffer,	
  who	
  said	
  he	
  liked	
  him	
  and	
  was	
  probably	
  going	
  to	
  sign	
  
him,	
  so	
  Luke’s	
  buzzing	
  around	
  the	
  place	
  and	
  he’s	
  attached	
  himself	
  to	
  the	
  older	
  players;	
  
Thompson,	
  Bloomfield,	
  Hayes.	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  nine	
  hour	
  ferry	
  back,	
  they’re	
  all	
  quite	
  tired	
  and	
  
Luke’s	
  going	
  like	
  a	
  Duracell	
  bunny,	
  because	
  he’s	
  just	
  had	
  some	
  good	
  news	
  and	
  Garry	
  
Thompson	
  basically	
  took	
  him	
  under	
  his	
  wing	
  and	
  it	
  was	
  like	
  watching	
  a	
  kid	
  dragging	
  his	
  
dad	
  round;	
  “Let’s	
  go	
  and	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  deck”	
  and	
  then	
  there	
  was	
  a	
  piano…	
  	
  
	
  
LON:	
  There	
  was	
  a	
  piano!	
  
	
  
MC:	
  “There’s	
  a	
  piano!	
  I	
  can	
  play	
  that!”	
  He	
  starts	
  playing	
  and	
  Garry’s	
  like;	
  “Ok	
  Luke,	
  come	
  
on,	
  that’s	
  fine.”	
  Then	
  someone’s	
  given	
  him	
  a	
  Rubix	
  cube.	
  You	
  were	
  basically	
  just	
  keeping	
  
yourself	
  busy	
  and	
  I	
  think	
  you	
  were	
  the	
  annoying	
  passenger	
  that	
  day.	
  
	
  



LON:	
  I	
  don’t	
  really	
  like	
  to	
  just	
  do	
  nothing.	
  I	
  can’t	
  do	
  it.	
  
	
  
What	
  would	
  you	
  rather;	
  Wycombe	
  finish	
  eighth	
  but	
  Trump	
  gets	
  impeached,	
  or	
  
Wycombe	
  get	
  promoted	
  but	
  Trump	
  gets	
  a	
  second	
  term?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  Oh,	
  Wycombe	
  get	
  promoted,	
  all	
  day	
  long.	
  It’s	
  a	
  no-­‐brainer	
  
	
  
What	
  would	
  you	
  do	
  in	
  the	
  event	
  of	
  a	
  zombie	
  apocalypse?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  Probably	
  go	
  and	
  find	
  Bayo	
  and	
  stand	
  behind	
  him.	
  
	
  
Have	
  you	
  ever	
  found	
  a	
  cartoon	
  character	
  attractive?	
  
	
  
David	
  Wates	
  seems	
  to	
  really	
  enjoy	
  this	
  question.	
  
	
  
LON:	
  I	
  feel	
  like	
  I	
  could	
  get	
  caught	
  out	
  here.	
  There	
  are	
  some	
  good	
  looking	
  characters…I	
  
don’t	
  think	
  I’m	
  saying	
  anything	
  weird	
  here…The	
  little	
  mermaid	
  was	
  quite	
  attractive	
  
when	
  I	
  was	
  eleven.	
  Who	
  else	
  was	
  there?	
  Jasmine	
  from	
  Aladdin.	
  She	
  was	
  nice	
  and	
  she	
  
had	
  a	
  good	
  mode	
  of	
  transport	
  with	
  the	
  rug.	
  
	
  
Would	
  you	
  rather	
  go	
  bald	
  or	
  go	
  deaf?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  Blimey…I	
  don’t	
  want	
  my	
  head	
  to	
  get	
  cold…and	
  I	
  don’t	
  think	
  being	
  bald	
  would	
  suit	
  
me…so	
  deaf.	
  You	
  know,	
  I’ve	
  always	
  wanted	
  to	
  learn	
  sign	
  language.	
  I	
  did	
  start	
  it	
  once.	
  
Didn’t	
  get	
  very	
  far…	
  
	
  
What’s	
  your	
  spirit	
  animal?	
  
	
  
LON:	
  A	
  Duracell	
  bunny!	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

Our	
  thanks	
  to	
  Luke	
  for	
  his	
  time	
  and	
  to	
  Matt	
  Cecil	
  for	
  organising	
  the	
  interview.	
  



Farewell to Baz 
While	
  most	
  of	
  us	
  were	
  full	
  of	
  festive	
  spirit,	
  just	
  before	
  the	
  New	
  Year’s	
  celebrations,	
  
Wycombe	
  announced	
  the	
  sad	
  departure	
  of	
  popular	
  goalkeeping	
  coach,	
  kit	
  designer	
  and	
  
super-­‐sub	
  Barry	
  ‘Baz’	
  Richardson	
  from	
  the	
  Wycombe	
  staff.	
  
	
  
Baz	
  took	
  the	
  difficult	
  decision	
  to	
  end	
  his	
  time	
  at	
  Wycombe	
  after	
  nearly	
  four	
  years,	
  to	
  be	
  
closer	
  to	
  his	
  Lincoln-­‐based	
  home	
  and	
  family.	
  Arriving	
  back	
  in	
  January	
  2014	
  to	
  replace	
  the	
  
West	
  Ham-­‐bound	
  Lee	
  Harrison,	
  he	
  went	
  on	
  to	
  become	
  an	
  integral	
  part	
  of	
  Gareth	
  
Ainsworth’s	
  backroom	
  team,	
  helping	
  to	
  develop	
  the	
  blossoming	
  talents	
  of	
  first	
  Matt	
  Ingram	
  
and	
  then	
  later	
  on	
  the	
  on-­‐loan	
  Jamal	
  Blackman.	
  
	
  
Ingram	
  and	
  Blackman	
  have	
  joined	
  a	
  host	
  of	
  past	
  and	
  current	
  Wanderers	
  keepers,	
  players,	
  
fans	
  and	
  staff,	
  who	
  have	
  heaped	
  praise	
  on	
  Richardson	
  for	
  his	
  work.	
  Gareth	
  Ainsworth	
  said	
  of	
  
him	
  “I	
  know	
  our	
  current	
  keepers	
  Scott	
  Brown	
  and	
  Yves	
  Ma-­‐Kalambay	
  think	
  the	
  world	
  of	
  Baz	
  
and	
  that	
  shows	
  the	
  respect	
  that	
  he’s	
  earned	
  from	
  being	
  a	
  fantastic	
  coach	
  and	
  a	
  really	
  good	
  
guy	
  too.”	
  Scott	
  Brown	
  added	
  “Absolutely	
  gutted	
  to	
  see	
  Baz	
  leave,	
  but	
  family	
  always	
  comes	
  
first.	
  Can’t	
  thank	
  him	
  enough	
  for	
  everything	
  he	
  has	
  done	
  for	
  me	
  on	
  and	
  off	
  the	
  field…	
  
Wherever	
  he	
  goes	
  next	
  they	
  will	
  be	
  getting	
  a	
  great	
  bloke	
  and	
  fantastic	
  coach.	
  Thank	
  you.”	
  	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

Regularly	
  named	
  on	
  the	
  bench	
  during	
  his	
  time	
  with	
  the	
  club,	
  Richardson	
  made	
  national	
  
headlines	
  in	
  January	
  2016,	
  when	
  an	
  injury	
  to	
  first	
  choice	
  keeper	
  Alex	
  Lynch,	
  just	
  15th	
  
minutes	
  into	
  an	
  away	
  game	
  against	
  Plymouth,	
  saw	
  him	
  come	
  on	
  to	
  play	
  his	
  first	
  game	
  of	
  
competitive	
  football	
  in	
  over	
  eight	
  years.	
  The	
  46	
  year-­‐old	
  became	
  the	
  first	
  visiting	
  goalkeeper	
  
to	
  keep	
  a	
  clean	
  sheet	
  at	
  Home	
  Park	
  that	
  season,	
  as	
  the	
  Chairboys	
  earned	
  a	
  memorable	
  1-­‐0	
  
win.	
  The	
  veteran	
  keeper’s	
  appearance	
  at	
  46	
  years	
  and	
  177	
  days	
  made	
  him	
  the	
  oldest	
  
Wycombe	
  player	
  ever	
  to	
  have	
  played	
  for	
  the	
  club	
  in	
  their	
  professional	
  era,	
  beating	
  ex-­‐
England	
  midfielder	
  Rob	
  Lee’s	
  previous	
  record	
  of	
  40	
  years	
  and	
  87	
  days,	
  set	
  back	
  in	
  2006.	
  	
  
	
  
Barry’s	
  exploits	
  at	
  the	
  club	
  were	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  the	
  coaching	
  and	
  playing	
  side.	
  He	
  was	
  
responsible	
  for	
  the	
  the	
  design	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  goalkeeper	
  kit,	
  which	
  achieved	
  international	
  
attention	
  when	
  it	
  was	
  launched	
  in	
  the	
  summer.	
  He	
  worked	
  closely	
  with	
  kit	
  provider	
  O’Neills	
  
to	
  create	
  a	
  garish,	
  kaleidoscopic	
  goalkeeper	
  shirt,	
  designed	
  to	
  distract	
  attacking	
  players.	
  	
  



THE	
  COVENTRY	
  TELEGRAPH’S	
  ‘OFFICIAL	
  MATCH	
  REPORT’	
  
By	
  Phil	
  Pages	
  (with	
  N.	
  E.	
  Oldshite)	
  

	
  

Coventry	
  City	
  beat	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  3-­‐2	
  at	
  football	
  last	
  night.	
  

Coventry	
  scored	
  after	
  ‘Doyle	
  hit	
  his	
  well’	
  according	
  to	
  Coventry	
  fan	
  SW88	
  
despite	
  ‘a	
  shit	
  attempt	
  from	
  their	
  keeper’	
  to	
  give	
  Coventry	
  the	
  lead	
  and	
  
‘two	
  wonder	
  goals’	
  swayed	
  it	
  for	
  Coventry	
  according	
  to	
  Sky	
  Blue	
  Harry	
  H.	
  

Lifeskyblue	
  stated	
  that	
  ‘Coventry	
  should	
  have	
  been	
  out	
  of	
  sight’	
  while	
  
mrtrench	
  confirmed	
  that	
  ‘Wycombe	
  didn’t	
  look	
  like	
  scoring	
  until	
  they	
  did’.	
  

It	
  was	
  2-­‐1	
  to	
  Coventry	
  City	
  at	
  half-­‐time,	
  although	
  no	
  random	
  Twitter	
  user	
  
has	
  yet	
  confirmed	
  this.	
  

Kingokings	
  204	
  confirmed	
  that	
  Coventry	
  ‘let	
  Wycombe	
  back	
  into	
  it	
  for	
  2-­‐2	
  
rather	
  than	
  their	
  good	
  play’	
  while	
  Ready69	
  confirmed	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  ‘the	
  
madness	
  of	
  three	
  penalty	
  appeals	
  at	
  the	
  start	
  of	
  the	
  second’	
  that	
  swung	
  it	
  
for	
  Coventry.	
  

Kingokings204	
  added	
  that	
  ‘it	
  could	
  have	
  been	
  6-­‐4	
  or	
  7-­‐5’.	
  	
  

Ready96	
  also	
  stated	
  that	
  Coventry	
  had	
  a	
  ‘good	
  game	
  plan	
  and	
  Wycombe	
  
fell	
  straight	
  into	
  it’.	
  Sky	
  Blue	
  Harry	
  H	
  confirmed	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  ‘Great	
  game’	
  
that,	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  official	
  Coventry	
  Twitter	
  feed	
  (it	
  didn’t	
  have	
  a	
  blue	
  
badge	
  but	
  it	
  said	
  it	
  was	
  all	
  official	
  like),	
  finished	
  3-­‐2	
  to	
  whom	
  we	
  assume	
  
were	
  the	
  home	
  side.	
  

No	
  Coventry	
  fans	
  were	
  beaten	
  up	
  by	
  people	
  who	
  never	
  said	
  they	
  were	
  
Wycombe	
  fans	
  miles	
  away	
  from	
  the	
  ground	
  several	
  hours	
  after	
  kick-­‐off.	
  
According	
  to	
  Twitter.	
  

	
  
(Our	
  thanks	
  to	
  Vital	
  Wycombe’s	
  Opposition	
  View	
  for	
  providing	
  the	
  basis	
  of	
  this	
  report.	
  In	
  
case	
  anyone	
  from	
  The	
  Coventry	
  Telegraph	
  is	
  reading	
  this	
  (we	
  assume	
  you	
  can	
  read…?),	
  
this	
  is	
  a	
  disclaimer	
  to	
  state	
  that	
  this	
  is,	
  in	
  fact,	
  a	
  spoof	
  report.	
  Not	
  that	
  you	
  seem	
  too	
  
fussed	
  about	
  verifying	
  fact	
  from	
  speculation,	
  but	
  hey-­‐ho.)	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  



A  View  from  Afar  
  
My  car  is  a  plain  black  estate  that  carries  me  40,000  miles  a  year  around  the  UK.  
Inside  it  looks  like  an  Indian  tuk-­tuk  taxi,  decorated  with  furry  dice,  crucifix,  
honeymoon  heart,  Chinese  lucky  railway  ticket,  Lidl  aliens,  cat  calendar  and  in  the  
rear  window,  a  Wycombe  Wanderers  mini  scarf.    
  
This  last  item  is  often  a  topic  of  interest  to  my  customers,  particularly  those  who  
support  local  teams.  Recently  my  mate  Dave  (had  to  be  a  Dave)  asked  if  I  knew  
Adam  El-­Abd.  I  replied  yes  and  asked  why.  Dave  informed  me  he  went  to  school  
with  him  and  was  in  the  year  above.  Thinking  I  had  a  great  scoop,  I  enquired  after  
any  stories;;  “What  is  he  like?”  
"I  used  to  beat  him  up."  
"But  you're  a  year  older  than  him"  I  replied.    
Dave  looked  deflated  and  walked  away  
  
Another  customer  is  a  keen  Charlton  fan.  I've  been  to  The  Valley  twice.  First  was  
2006  and  the  League  Cup  Quarter-­Final,  when  we  beat  the  then-­Premiership  team  
1-­0.  What  a  night  that  was.  A  few  years  later,  we  played  them  in  League  One  on  the  
first  day  of  the  season.  They  were  far  superior  and  won  3-­2.  How  Chris  Zebroski  
scored  our  two  goals  I've  no  idea,  as  we  hardly  touched  the  ball.  It  papered  over  the  
cracks  and  we  remained  optimistic,  but  the  Blues  were  relegated  and  Charlton  made  
the  play-­offs.  Other  teams  that  season  were  Southampton,  Huddersfield,  Brighton,  
Leeds,  Norwich  and  Millwall.    
  
The  recent  Preston  FA  Cup  match  seemed  similar  to  that  second  game  in  Charlton.  I  
do  believe  the  Wanderers  are  punching  above  their  weight  considering  their  
resources  and  squad  -­  the  Col  U  game  had  two  new  loan  players,  but  only  five  
substitutes  on  the  bench  -­  but  we  are  found  out  against  quality  teams,  unlike  back  in  
the  day.  I  wonder  if  the  manager  bothers  with  social  media;;  win  and  he  is  a  hero  and  
we  should  win  the  league,  lose  and  he  is  a  muppet.  For  me,  these  days,  I  just  tut-­tut  
in  a  quiet  corner.    
  
Just  four  points  off  the  magic  50-­point  mark  and  the  ‘relegation  avoided’  moment.  A  
northern  customer  explained  Man  City  "over  celebrating"  the  win  over  rivals  United  
was  because  they  had  reached  40  points  in  the  Premiership,  which  should  be  
enough  for  them  to  avoid  relegation.  
  
For  Christmas  I  received  the  DVD  of  ‘89’,  (in  truth  I  asked  for  it,  along  with  socks  and  
beer).  89  is  about  the  final  game  of  the  88/89  First  Division  season,  when  Arsenal  
needed  to  beat  Liverpool  at  Anfield  by  2  goals  to  win  the  League  title.  SPOILER  
ALERT:  Michael  Thomas  scores  the  second  goal  with  just  seconds  to  go.  The  film  is  
in  the  style  of  documentary  biopics  like  Senna  and  Amy  and  is  very,  very  good,  even  
inducing  tears  as  David  "Rocky"  Rocastle  is  remembered,  having  died  aged  just  33  
in  2001.  Could  a  documentary  biopic  be  made  of  the  Wanderers  I  mused?  How  
about  ‘92’?  Or  how  the  Chairboys  survived  in  1999  with  the  great  escape  at  Lincoln,  
or  in  2014  and  the  miracle  at  Torquay.  What  drama.  Oh,  there  have  been  many  
highs,  but  avoiding  the  trapdoor  to  the  National  League  was  the  greatest  drama  of  
all,  snatching  success  from  the  jaws  of  doom.        
Keep  the  faith.  

Row  H  



EVEN	
  MORE	
  DREADFUL	
  IDEAS	
  FOR	
  THE	
  MATCHDAY	
  PROGRAMME	
  
Because	
  the	
  ones	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  edition	
  weren’t	
  quite	
  crap	
  enough…	
  

	
  
Forget	
  the	
  manager’s	
  notes,	
  the	
  captain’s	
  log	
  or	
  the	
  fan	
  pages.	
  We’ve	
  come	
  up	
  with	
  
some	
  more	
  ideas	
  for	
  the	
  matchday	
  programme	
  that	
  are	
  much,	
  much	
  worse…	
  
	
  

ADAM	
  EL-­‐ABD’S	
  ABS	
  
Ever	
  wanted	
  a	
  perfect	
  six-­‐pack?	
  Centre-­‐half	
  Adam	
  El-­‐Abd	
  gives	
  you	
  tips	
  
on	
  the	
  best	
  diet	
  and	
  exercises	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  achieve	
  a	
  washboard	
  stomach.	
  
	
  
SCOTT	
  BROWN’S	
  BROWNS	
  
Do	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  paint	
  your	
  living	
  room	
  a	
  new	
  shade	
  of	
  mud?	
  Are	
  you	
  
struggling	
  to	
  pick	
  one	
  from	
  the	
  Dulux	
  colour	
  chart?	
  Here,	
  goalkeeper	
  
Scott	
  Brown	
  helps	
  you	
  decide	
  with	
  hints	
  on	
  colour	
  schemes	
  and	
  what	
  
shade	
  goes	
  best	
  with	
  what	
  carpet.	
  
	
  
DAN	
  SCARR’S	
  SCARS	
  
Centre-­‐back	
  Dan	
  Scarr	
  talks	
  us	
  through	
  his	
  favourite	
  bruises,	
  scratches	
  
and	
  bumps	
  that	
  he	
  has	
  picked	
  up	
  throughout	
  his	
  footballing	
  career.	
  
	
  
DAYLE	
  SOUTHWELL’S	
  SOUTH	
  WELLS	
  
Centre-­‐forward	
  Dayle	
  Southwell	
  looks	
  at	
  the	
  many	
  wells	
  around	
  the	
  
south	
  of	
  England	
  and	
  picks	
  his	
  top	
  ten!	
  	
  
	
  
LUKE	
  O’NIEN’S	
  NINES	
  
Hyper	
  midfielder	
  Luke	
  O’Nien	
  examines	
  the	
  various	
  different	
  ways	
  the	
  
number	
  ‘nine’	
  can	
  be	
  written	
  or	
  spoken	
  around	
  the	
  world.	
  
	
  
TAFARI	
  MOORE’S	
  MOORS	
  
New	
  right	
  back	
  Tafari	
  Moore	
  discusses	
  his	
  favourite	
  tracts	
  of	
  open,	
  
uncultivated	
  uplands.	
  Keep	
  an	
  eye	
  out	
  for	
  a	
  special	
  ‘Yorkshire’	
  edition,	
  
featuring	
  in	
  the	
  Accrington	
  programme.	
  
	
  
YVES’	
  YVES	
  ST.	
  LAURENT	
  
Reserve	
  goalkeeper	
  Yves	
  Ma-­‐Kalambay	
  talks	
  us	
  through	
  his	
  favourite	
  YSL	
  
fragrances,	
  including	
  a	
  helpful	
  cut-­‐out	
  and	
  keep	
  guide	
  on	
  which	
  ones	
  to	
  
wear	
  to	
  which	
  football	
  games.	
  
	
  



Football	
  club	
  badges:	
  12	
  examples	
  of	
  the	
  weird	
  and	
  wonderful	
  
By	
  Christopher	
  Ball	
  

	
  

It’s	
  fair	
  to	
  say	
  that	
  football	
  and	
  design	
  have	
  never	
  exactly	
  gone	
  hand	
  in	
  hand,	
  but	
  who	
  
succeeds	
  and	
  who	
  fails	
  when	
  it	
  comes	
  to	
  club	
  badges?	
  Selecting	
  examples	
  of	
  good	
  or	
  
bad	
  design	
  in	
  this	
  field	
  is	
  more	
  difficult	
  than	
  you	
  may	
  imagine	
  when	
  you’re	
  a	
  football	
  fan	
  
yourself.	
  Knowing	
  a	
  little	
  about	
  the	
  story	
  behind	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  badges,	
  or	
  having	
  a	
  strong	
  
dislike	
  for	
  certain	
  teams,	
  results	
  in	
  a	
  certain	
  level	
  of	
  bias	
  when	
  it	
  comes	
  to	
  providing	
  a	
  
rational	
  and	
  fair	
  critique.	
  To	
  counteract	
  this,	
  I’ve	
  selected	
  twelve	
  examples	
  of	
  badges	
  
that	
  I	
  particularly	
  enjoy,	
  for	
  whatever	
  reason	
  and	
  asked	
  my	
  designer	
  friend	
  Mark	
  to	
  run	
  
a	
  critical	
  eye	
  over	
  each	
  one.	
  As	
  Mark	
  himself	
  will	
  admit,	
  he	
  knows	
  absolutely	
  nothing	
  
about	
  football,	
  so	
  who	
  better	
  to	
  provide	
  some	
  objectivity?	
  
 
1. Cheltenham Town  

 
 

Chris:	
  	
  For	
  a	
  team	
  nicknamed	
  ‘The	
  Robins’,	
  the	
  old	
  club	
  badge,	
  consisting	
  of	
  the	
  town’s	
  
coat	
  of	
  arms,	
  wasn’t	
  really	
  up	
  to	
  the	
  job.	
  So,	
  in	
  2010	
  the	
  club	
  rebranded,	
  with	
  a	
  more	
  
contemporary	
  and	
  simple	
  design,	
  to	
  leave	
  nobody	
  in	
  doubt	
  as	
  to	
  their	
  proud	
  nickname.	
  
Chairman	
  Paul	
  Baker	
  said	
  the	
  new	
  branding	
  heralded	
  in	
  the	
  dawn	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  era,	
  so	
  we’ll	
  
gloss	
  over	
  their	
  subsequent	
  relegation	
  from	
  the	
  Football	
  League	
  just	
  a	
  few	
  years	
  later…	
  
	
  
Mark:	
  The	
  new	
  Nissan	
  Swift	
  logo	
  definitely	
  stands	
  out	
  above	
  the	
  others.	
  As	
  a	
  fan	
  of	
  
clean,	
  simple,	
  minimal	
  design,	
  for	
  me	
  this	
  is	
  ahead	
  of	
  the	
  crowd.	
  
 
2. Fisher FC 

 
 

Chris:	
  Fisher	
  FC	
  of	
  the	
  Southern	
  Counties	
  East	
  League	
  (9th	
  tier)	
  were	
  formed	
  in	
  2009	
  
after	
  the	
  original	
  Fisher	
  Athletic	
  was	
  wound	
  up	
  in	
  the	
  High	
  Court.	
  Founded	
  in	
  1908,	
  
Fisher	
  Athletic	
  were	
  named	
  after	
  the	
  Catholic	
  martyr	
  Saint	
  John	
  Fisher,	
  executed	
  by	
  
Henry	
  VIII.	
  Despite	
  extensive	
  research,	
  I’ve	
  not	
  found	
  any	
  historical	
  representations	
  of	
  
the	
  good	
  saint	
  that	
  depict	
  him	
  as	
  some	
  sort	
  of	
  angry	
  fish-­‐monster,	
  so	
  I	
  can	
  only	
  assume	
  
that	
  the	
  badge	
  represents	
  Bermondsey’s	
  location	
  in	
  South	
  London’s	
  Docklands.	
  
	
  
Mark:	
  Who	
  doesn’t	
  love	
  an	
  aggressive	
  prawn?	
  This	
  looks	
  like	
  a	
  patch	
  on	
  a	
  biker	
  jacket.	
  



3. Millwall 

	
  
	
  

Chris:	
  I’m	
  not	
  going	
  to	
  claim	
  that	
  Millwall’s	
  badge	
  pushes	
  the	
  boundaries	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  
design	
  and	
  creativity,	
  as	
  it	
  clearly	
  doesn’t.	
  It’s	
  two	
  colours,	
  it’s	
  round,	
  it	
  looks	
  like	
  nearly	
  
every	
  other	
  club	
  crest	
  in	
  world	
  football.	
  But,	
  for	
  a	
  club	
  known	
  the	
  world	
  over	
  for	
  being	
  
the	
  spiritual	
  home	
  of	
  football	
  hooliganism,	
  supported	
  by	
  hardened	
  nutters	
  wielding	
  
‘Millwall	
  Bricks’,	
  what	
  better	
  way	
  to	
  represent	
  yourself	
  than	
  with	
  an	
  angry,	
  snarling	
  lion,	
  
ready	
  to	
  pounce	
  on	
  you	
  as	
  soon	
  as	
  you	
  start	
  singing	
  ‘I’m	
  forever	
  blowing	
  bubbles…’	
  
	
  
Mark:	
  “What	
  shape	
  should	
  our	
  logo	
  be…footballs	
  are	
  round!	
  Let’s	
  use	
  a	
  circle!”	
  
Looks	
  like	
  Millwall	
  have	
  taken	
  their	
  cue	
  from	
  the	
  Fisher	
  FC	
  badge	
  -­‐	
  the	
  prawn	
  has	
  been	
  
upgraded	
  to	
  a	
  silver	
  lion.	
  +3	
  for	
  aggressiveness,	
  -­‐2	
  for	
  originality.	
  Final	
  score:	
  4/10.	
  
	
  
4. Nottingham Forest 

	
  
Chris:	
  The	
  Nottingham	
  Forest	
  badge;	
  not	
  only	
  is	
  it	
  ahead	
  of	
  its	
  time,	
  but	
  it’s	
  withstood	
  
the	
  test	
  of	
  time.	
  It’s	
  the	
  quintessence	
  of	
  simplicity	
  to	
  almost	
  infantile	
  proportions	
  (wavy	
  
lines	
  =	
  water).	
  Hailing	
  from	
  a	
  time	
  when	
  football	
  shirts	
  were	
  classy	
  enough	
  not	
  to	
  display	
  
player’s	
  names,	
  sponsor’s	
  names,	
  or	
  even	
  manufacturer’s	
  names.	
  Forest’s	
  white	
  emblem	
  
on	
  a	
  red	
  shirt	
  looked	
  fantastic,	
  especially	
  during	
  the	
  heady	
  days	
  of	
  the	
  Clough-­‐era.	
  So	
  
confident	
  of	
  themselves	
  were	
  they	
  at	
  this	
  time,	
  they	
  even	
  threw	
  in	
  a	
  cheeky	
  lowercase	
  
‘e’.	
  It’s	
  one	
  of	
  very	
  few	
  crests	
  that	
  wouldn’t	
  look	
  completely	
  awful	
  as	
  a	
  tattoo	
  (although	
  
it’s	
  worth	
  bearing	
  in	
  mind	
  that	
  having	
  your	
  team	
  tattooed	
  on	
  any	
  part	
  of	
  your	
  body	
  
makes	
  you	
  equal	
  to	
  any	
  grown	
  man	
  who	
  sports	
  a	
  full	
  replica	
  kit	
  as	
  a	
  fashion	
  statement).	
  
	
  
Mark:	
  The	
  90s	
  called,	
  they	
  want	
  their	
  logo	
  back.	
  My	
  only	
  real	
  criticism:	
  Why	
  is	
  the	
  tree	
  
in	
  an	
  ocean?	
  Oh,	
  and	
  red?	
  Surely	
  a	
  forest	
  is	
  green?	
  
	
  
 



5. Matlock Town 

 
 

Chris:	
  Bravado	
  isn’t	
  in	
  short	
  supply	
  at	
  Matlock	
  Town	
  FC	
  of	
  the	
  Evo-­‐Stik	
  Northern	
  Premier	
  
League	
  (7th	
  tier).	
  Very	
  few	
  teams	
  and	
  certainly	
  not	
  anyone	
  playing	
  at	
  a	
  similar	
  level,	
  
would	
  be	
  so	
  confident	
  as	
  to	
  wear	
  a	
  badge	
  that	
  makes	
  absolutely	
  no	
  reference	
  as	
  to	
  who	
  
they	
  are	
  and	
  what	
  they	
  represent.	
  But	
  this	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  case	
  with	
  Matlock,	
  who	
  are	
  proud	
  
to	
  display	
  their	
  town’s	
  history	
  and	
  the	
  role	
  they	
  played	
  in	
  the	
  English	
  Civil	
  War,	
  by	
  
sporting	
  a	
  Cromwell-­‐era	
  Roundhead	
  as	
  their	
  symbol	
  of	
  choice.	
  Or	
  at	
  least	
  that’s	
  what	
  I	
  
assumed	
  when	
  I	
  first	
  saw	
  this.	
  Unfortunately,	
  the	
  history	
  books	
  neglect	
  to	
  mention	
  
Matlock’s	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  conflict	
  and	
  it	
  instead	
  turns	
  out	
  that	
  the	
  club’s	
  nickname	
  is,	
  in	
  fact,	
  
‘The	
  Gladiators’.	
  So	
  a	
  special	
  mention	
  in	
  this	
  list	
  goes	
  to	
  Matlock	
  Town,	
  for	
  having	
  
possibly	
  the	
  worst	
  representation	
  of	
  a	
  Roman	
  warrior	
  I’ve	
  ever	
  seen.	
  	
  
	
  
Mark:	
  When	
  Matlock	
  Town	
  were	
  deciding	
  what	
  to	
  use	
  as	
  their	
  badge,	
  there	
  was	
  only	
  
one	
  logical	
  choice.	
  The	
  founding	
  father:	
  Mr	
  Matlock,	
  saviour	
  and	
  shield	
  bearer.	
  Legend	
  
says	
  he	
  single-­‐handedly	
  saved	
  the	
  town	
  from	
  invading	
  Man	
  Utd	
  supporters.	
  
	
  
6. Wolverhampton Wanderers 
 

 
 

Chris:	
  Unlike	
  Matlock	
  Town,	
  Wolves	
  are	
  a	
  big	
  enough	
  name	
  in	
  football	
  not	
  to	
  need	
  their	
  
name	
  on	
  their	
  badge.	
  And	
  take	
  note	
  Matlock:	
  it’s	
  plainly	
  evident	
  that	
  it’s	
  a	
  wolf.	
  This	
  
simple	
  and	
  stylised	
  design	
  has	
  made	
  it	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  recognisable	
  badges	
  in	
  English	
  
football	
  and	
  whether	
  you’re	
  a	
  Wolves	
  fan	
  or	
  not,	
  everyone	
  has	
  to	
  agree	
  that	
  their	
  
colours	
  of	
  gold	
  and	
  black	
  are	
  among	
  the	
  best	
  in	
  any	
  league	
  (although	
  West	
  Brom	
  fans	
  
may	
  be	
  unwilling	
  to	
  concede	
  that).	
  The	
  colours	
  allude	
  to	
  the	
  city	
  council’s	
  motto	
  ‘Out	
  of	
  
darkness	
  cometh	
  light’,	
  representing	
  light	
  and	
  darkness	
  respectively.	
  Another	
  thing,	
  I’ve	
  
always	
  thought	
  Molineux	
  is	
  a	
  fantastic	
  name.	
  I	
  tip	
  my	
  (imaginary)	
  hat	
  to	
  you	
  Wolves.	
  
	
  
Mark:	
  This	
  is	
  probably	
  the	
  only	
  team	
  badge	
  I	
  recognise	
  without	
  reading.	
  Orange	
  and	
  
black	
  is	
  always	
  a	
  strong	
  combination.	
  



7. Portsmouth 

 
 

Chris:	
  Whilst	
  the	
  fortunes	
  of	
  Portsmouth	
  FC	
  have	
  taken	
  a	
  turn	
  for	
  the	
  worse	
  of	
  late	
  
(currently	
  plying	
  their	
  trade	
  in	
  League	
  One	
  after	
  a	
  dramatic	
  fall	
  from	
  Premier	
  League	
  
grace),	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  their	
  badge	
  certainly	
  hasn’t	
  diminished.	
  The	
  current	
  iteration	
  was	
  
introduced	
  in	
  2015,	
  after	
  positive	
  feedback	
  from	
  supporters.	
  The	
  basis	
  of	
  the	
  design	
  
harks	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  King	
  Richard	
  I.	
  It	
  is	
  said	
  that	
  Richard	
  granted	
  the	
  city	
  ‘a	
  
crescent	
  of	
  gold	
  on	
  a	
  shade	
  of	
  azure,	
  with	
  a	
  blazing	
  star	
  of	
  eight	
  points’,	
  which	
  he	
  stole	
  
from	
  the	
  Byzantine	
  Emperor’s	
  standard	
  after	
  capturing	
  Cyprus.	
  Fratton	
  Park	
  can	
  proudly	
  
boast	
  a	
  badge	
  that	
  is	
  modern	
  in	
  its	
  design	
  but	
  rooted	
  in	
  the	
  city’s	
  history.	
  
	
  
Mark:	
  I	
  presume	
  Portsmouth	
  is	
  located	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East.	
  A	
  good	
  well	
  balanced	
  logo,	
  
but	
  what	
  it’s	
  for	
  is	
  beyond	
  me.	
  
 
8. Ascot United 

	
  
	
  

Chris:	
  This	
  choice	
  takes	
  us	
  to	
  the	
  depths	
  of	
  the	
  9th	
  tier	
  of	
  the	
  English	
  football	
  pyramid	
  
and	
  Ascot	
  United	
  FC	
  of	
  the	
  Uhlsport	
  Hellenic	
  League	
  Premier	
  Division	
  (quite	
  a	
  mouthful).	
  
There’s	
  little	
  information	
  to	
  be	
  found	
  except	
  that	
  the	
  club	
  was	
  founded	
  in	
  1965	
  and,	
  
should	
  the	
  existing	
  badge	
  have	
  been	
  in	
  use	
  since	
  then,	
  you	
  could	
  say	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  ahead	
  
of	
  its	
  time,	
  given	
  that	
  it	
  looks	
  like	
  a	
  very	
  basic	
  video	
  game	
  from	
  the	
  early	
  80’s.	
  But	
  let	
  us	
  
not	
  belittle	
  the	
  efforts	
  of	
  the	
  brave	
  soul,	
  armed	
  only	
  with	
  some	
  Clipart	
  and	
  an	
  idea,	
  who	
  
made	
  a	
  valiant	
  effort	
  to	
  honour	
  the	
  town’s	
  illustrious	
  association	
  with	
  the	
  sport	
  of	
  kings.	
  
	
  
Mark:	
  “My	
  five-­‐year-­‐old	
  could	
  do	
  better”	
  is	
  what	
  I	
  might	
  say	
  -­‐	
  if	
  I	
  had	
  any	
  children.	
  But	
  
not	
  to	
  judge.	
  Someone,	
  somewhere	
  must	
  be	
  very	
  proud	
  of	
  their	
  five-­‐year-­‐old	
  for	
  giving	
  
it	
  their	
  best	
  shot.	
  
	
  
	
  



9. Newcastle United 

 
 

Chris:	
  There’s	
  something	
  about	
  the	
  Newcastle	
  badge	
  that	
  I’ve	
  always	
  loved.	
  During	
  the	
  
1993/94	
  Premier	
  League	
  season,	
  the	
  shiny	
  Newcastle	
  United	
  sticker	
  was	
  the	
  most	
  prized	
  
asset	
  in	
  my	
  Panini	
  album.	
  I	
  think	
  there’s	
  just	
  something	
  about	
  a	
  splash	
  of	
  cyan	
  with	
  black	
  
and	
  white.	
  However,	
  that’s	
  not	
  my	
  reasoning	
  for	
  including	
  Newcastle	
  on	
  this	
  list.	
  During	
  
my	
  one	
  and	
  only	
  visit	
  to	
  Newcastle,	
  I	
  was	
  shocked	
  to	
  discover	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  inhabited	
  by	
  
perma-­‐tanned	
  ladies	
  and	
  men	
  with	
  nothing	
  but	
  t-­‐shirts	
  to	
  protect	
  them	
  from	
  the	
  cold	
  
and	
  not	
  the	
  strange	
  half-­‐horse,	
  half-­‐fish	
  creatures	
  that	
  I	
  had	
  expected	
  to	
  see	
  roaming	
  
the	
  city	
  centre.	
  The	
  badge	
  is	
  taken	
  from	
  the	
  city’s	
  coat	
  of	
  arms,	
  which	
  leads	
  me	
  to	
  
question	
  whether	
  anyone	
  on	
  Tyneside	
  has	
  ever	
  actually	
  seen	
  a	
  seahorse?	
  
	
  
Mark:	
  I	
  used	
  to	
  live	
  in	
  Carlisle	
  and	
  the	
  only	
  time	
  you	
  saw	
  riot	
  police	
  was	
  when	
  
Newcastle	
  played	
  away.	
  For	
  risk	
  of	
  bodily	
  harm,	
  I	
  reserve	
  to	
  pass	
  judgement.	
  
 
10. Sheffield Wednesday 

 
 

Chris:	
  I	
  love	
  the	
  theme	
  that	
  runs	
  through	
  the	
  Wednesday	
  badge;	
  They’re	
  affectionately	
  
known	
  as	
  the	
  Owls	
  because	
  they’re	
  located	
  in	
  the	
  Owlerton	
  district	
  of	
  Sheffield	
  and	
  their	
  
Latin	
  motto	
  of	
  ‘Consilio	
  et	
  Animis’	
  translates	
  as	
  ‘By	
  wisdom	
  and	
  courage’.	
  The	
  generally	
  
accepted	
  rule	
  when	
  it	
  comes	
  to	
  animals	
  on	
  football	
  badges	
  is	
  the	
  more	
  representative	
  or	
  
naturalistic	
  the	
  image,	
  the	
  worse	
  it’s	
  likely	
  to	
  look.	
  Fortunately	
  Wednesday’s	
  owl	
  is	
  
nicely	
  rendered.	
  Sadly,	
  though,	
  I	
  have	
  been	
  unable	
  to	
  find	
  any	
  hard	
  facts	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  
myth	
  that	
  the	
  current	
  owl	
  was	
  jointly	
  designed	
  by	
  famous	
  Sheffieldians	
  Jarvis	
  Cocker,	
  
Prince	
  Naseem-­‐Hamed,	
  Peter	
  Stringfellow	
  and	
  Roy	
  Hattersley.	
  Shame.	
  
	
  
Mark:	
  Owl?	
  Check.	
  Classic	
  shield?	
  Check.	
  Good	
  typography?	
  …to	
  be	
  desired.	
  I	
  have	
  to	
  
hand	
  it	
  to	
  them	
  though,	
  they	
  have	
  a	
  copyrighted	
  logo,	
  so	
  good	
  luck	
  to	
  whoever	
  copies	
  it.	
  



11. Hereford United / Ibstock United 
 

 
	
  

Chris:	
  They	
  say	
  that	
  imitation	
  is	
  the	
  sincerest	
  form	
  of	
  flattery	
  and	
  nowhere	
  is	
  that	
  
more	
  evident	
  than	
  in	
  non-­‐league	
  football.	
  Take,	
  for	
  example,	
  Kent	
  Football	
  United	
  
FC	
  who	
  have	
  adapted	
  the	
  badge	
  of	
  AC	
  Milan	
  -­‐	
  	
  to	
  suit	
  their	
  needs	
  –	
  and	
  why	
  
wouldn’t	
  you	
  strive	
  to	
  emulate	
  a	
  club	
  that	
  is	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  its	
  domestic	
  and	
  
European	
  game,	
  known	
  and	
  loved	
  the	
  world	
  over?	
  
	
  
Which	
  makes	
  the	
  case	
  of	
  Ibstock	
  United	
  FC	
  all	
  the	
  more	
  beguiling.	
  Of	
  all	
  the	
  teams	
  
that	
  they	
  could	
  have	
  plagiarised,	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  ask	
  ‘why	
  Hereford	
  United’?	
  At	
  least	
  
Kent	
  Football	
  United	
  had	
  the	
  decency	
  to	
  adapt	
  their	
  design	
  and	
  change	
  the	
  colour	
  
scheme,	
  whereas	
  the	
  extent	
  of	
  Ibstock’s	
  effort	
  was	
  to	
  merely	
  change	
  the	
  names.	
  
To	
  further	
  complicate	
  matters,	
  Ibstock	
  itself	
  is	
  a	
  former	
  coal-­‐mining	
  community	
  in	
  
Leicestershire,	
  with	
  not	
  a	
  famous	
  breed	
  of	
  cattle	
  in	
  sight.	
  Has	
  no-­‐one	
  in	
  the	
  entire	
  
county	
  of	
  Herefordshire	
  ever	
  stumbled	
  across	
  this	
  audacious	
  theft?	
  A	
  strange	
  one.	
  
	
  
Mark:	
  When	
  you	
  decide	
  to	
  plagiarise	
  a	
  logo,	
  do	
  it	
  right.	
  Do	
  it	
  better	
  than	
  the	
  
original.	
  An	
  improvement	
  on	
  the	
  typography	
  adds	
  legibility,	
  but	
  how	
  they	
  got	
  away	
  
with	
  this	
  is	
  beyond	
  me.	
  These	
  teams	
  must	
  really	
  love	
  their	
  livestock,	
  I	
  just	
  hope	
  
they	
  bring	
  them	
  along	
  to	
  the	
  home	
  games.	
  
 
12. Wycombe Wanderers 

 
 

Chris:	
  This	
  is	
  my	
  article	
  and	
  they’re	
  my	
  team.	
  So	
  they’re	
  in.	
  End	
  of.	
  And	
  yeah,	
  before	
  
anyone	
  asks,	
  it’s	
  quite	
  clearly	
  a	
  swan.	
  
	
  
Mark:	
  It’s	
  not	
  exactly	
  groundbreaking	
  is	
  it?	
  But	
  what	
  can	
  I	
  say	
  about	
  a	
  swan/duck/goose	
  
that	
  has	
  a	
  penchant	
  for	
  gold	
  chains.	
  
	
  



BREAKING	
  NEWS	
  -­‐	
  ADEBAYO	
  AKINFENWA	
  CANNOT	
  BE	
  FOULED	
  
	
  
In	
  an	
  exciting	
  new	
  development	
  in	
  the	
  scientific	
  world,	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  intense	
  experiments	
  
have	
  proven	
  the	
  theory	
  that	
  Adebayo	
  Akinfenwa	
  cannot	
  be	
  fouled.	
  
	
  
“I	
  was	
  watching	
  a	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  game	
  on	
  iFollow,”	
  relates	
  Dr.	
  Alvin	
  Alaff,	
  PHD,	
  
“when,	
  after	
  I	
  had	
  finished	
  wondering	
  why	
  my	
  life	
  had	
  sunk	
  to	
  such	
  a	
  new	
  low,	
  I	
  spotted	
  
something	
  interesting.	
  A	
  total	
  of	
  four	
  Luton	
  players	
  were	
  hanging	
  onto	
  the	
  Wycombe	
  
striker	
  Adebayo	
  Akinfenwa	
  –	
  one	
  from	
  each	
  arm,	
  one	
  on	
  his	
  back,	
  and	
  one	
  being	
  
dragged	
  along	
  as	
  he	
  held	
  on	
  to	
  one	
  of	
  his	
  legs,	
  and	
  yet	
  the	
  referee	
  gave	
  a	
  foul	
  against	
  
Bayo.	
  This	
  intriguing	
  phenomenon	
  grew	
  into	
  a	
  hypothesis	
  –	
  can	
  Adebayo	
  Akinfenwa	
  
actually	
  be	
  fouled?”	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
A	
  series	
  of	
  rigorous	
  and	
  varied	
  tests	
  followed,	
  all	
  with	
  the	
  cooperation	
  of	
  the	
  big	
  man	
  
himself.	
  First,	
  a	
  gang	
  of	
  ne’er-­‐do-­‐wells	
  were	
  given	
  inflatable	
  clubs	
  and	
  full	
  license	
  to	
  
attack	
  Akinfenwa	
  in	
  the	
  laboratory,	
  while	
  he	
  himself	
  attempted	
  to	
  hand	
  them	
  bottles	
  of	
  
water	
  and	
  uplifting,	
  inspirational	
  pamphlets.	
  When	
  a	
  referee	
  was	
  introduced	
  to	
  the	
  
situation,	
  Bayo	
  was	
  instantly	
  carded,	
  and	
  trainers	
  waved	
  on	
  to	
  attend	
  to	
  his	
  assailants.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  second	
  test,	
  Akinfenwa	
  was	
  targeted	
  by	
  a	
  carload	
  of	
  angry	
  Oxford	
  fans	
  in	
  a	
  beat	
  
up	
  Austin	
  Maxi	
  at	
  it’s	
  top	
  speed	
  of	
  5	
  mph,	
  while	
  he	
  attempted	
  to	
  help	
  an	
  old	
  lady	
  across	
  
the	
  road.	
  Upon	
  the	
  rusty	
  left	
  side	
  mirror	
  coming	
  off	
  against	
  his	
  elbow,	
  Bayo	
  was	
  
instantly	
  penalised	
  and	
  even	
  Mildred	
  got	
  a	
  talking	
  to	
  from	
  the	
  referee.	
  	
  
	
  
Finally,	
  Akinfenwa	
  was	
  invited	
  to	
  a	
  UN	
  conference	
  to	
  give	
  the	
  keynote	
  speech	
  on	
  the	
  
quest	
  for	
  world	
  peace.	
  Protesters	
  were	
  encouraged	
  to	
  throw	
  rotten	
  fruit	
  at	
  him	
  
throughout	
  the	
  speech,	
  yet	
  despite	
  his	
  patient	
  forbearance	
  -­‐	
  and	
  indeed	
  the	
  world	
  
peace	
  that	
  followed	
  -­‐	
  he	
  was	
  given	
  a	
  three	
  match	
  ban,	
  even	
  after	
  officials	
  had	
  the	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  review	
  the	
  tape.	
  



“You	
  see,	
  the	
  science	
  behind	
  this	
  is	
  quite	
  simple	
  really,”	
  explains	
  Dr.	
  Alaff.	
  “When	
  a	
  
smaller	
  object	
  collides	
  with	
  a	
  larger	
  object,	
  it	
  can	
  never	
  be	
  the	
  fault	
  of	
  the	
  smaller	
  
object.	
  Because	
  it	
  is	
  smaller,	
  you	
  see?	
  So	
  if,	
  for	
  example,	
  you	
  were	
  to	
  deliberately	
  ride	
  a	
  
motorcycle	
  into	
  the	
  midriff	
  of	
  a	
  rhinoceros,	
  scientifically	
  speaking	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  the	
  rhino’s	
  
fault.”	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
This	
  also	
  helped	
  explain	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  great	
  mysteries	
  of	
  Wycombe’s	
  current	
  season	
  –	
  
namely,	
  the	
  foul	
  on	
  Eze	
  against	
  Cheltenham	
  that	
  was	
  not	
  called.	
  	
  
	
  
“Although	
  Eze	
  was	
  shorter	
  than	
  the	
  player	
  that	
  forcefully	
  shoved	
  him	
  over,	
  he	
  was	
  
nearer	
  to	
  the	
  linesman	
  at	
  the	
  time,	
  and	
  therefore	
  appeared	
  a	
  little	
  larger	
  than	
  the	
  
Cheltenham	
  player	
  from	
  the	
  official’s	
  perspective,”	
  stated	
  Dr.	
  Alaff.	
  “In	
  a	
  scientific	
  
context,	
  based	
  upon	
  this	
  research,	
  we	
  have	
  now	
  proven	
  that	
  the	
  linesman	
  made	
  the	
  
correct	
  decision	
  within	
  that	
  moment	
  in	
  time.”	
  
	
  
Wycombe’s	
  rivals	
  around	
  the	
  league	
  reacted	
  to	
  the	
  developments	
  with	
  jubilation.	
  	
  
	
  
“Knowing	
  that	
  Akinfenwa	
  cannot	
  be	
  fouled	
  really	
  helps	
  with	
  our	
  game	
  plan,”	
  Mansfield	
  
boss	
  Steve	
  Evans	
  said	
  after	
  the	
  results	
  were	
  made	
  generally	
  known.	
  “We	
  have	
  
sometimes	
  only	
  tried	
  to	
  push	
  him	
  over,	
  kick	
  him	
  in	
  the	
  back	
  of	
  the	
  knees,	
  or	
  use	
  trip	
  
wire	
  around	
  our	
  area,	
  but	
  now	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  this	
  new	
  scientific,	
  nothing	
  is	
  off	
  the	
  table;	
  
cannon	
  balls,	
  trained	
  red	
  kites,	
  grand	
  pianos	
  dropped	
  from	
  the	
  sky…	
  it’s	
  a	
  whole	
  new	
  
world.	
  As	
  long	
  as	
  we	
  make	
  sure	
  we	
  attack	
  him	
  with	
  something	
  smaller	
  than	
  he	
  is,	
  it	
  will	
  
always	
  be	
  his	
  fault.”	
  
	
  



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
	
  
Dear	
  Sir,	
  
	
  
As	
  a	
  recent	
  purchaser	
  of	
  your	
  publication,	
  I	
  feel	
  moved	
  to	
  complain	
  about	
  the	
  barely	
  
disguised	
  obsession	
  with	
  the	
  sport	
  of	
  Association	
  Football	
  that	
  seems	
  to	
  permeate	
  the	
  
entire	
  journal.	
  Important	
  issues	
  such	
  as	
  Brexit,	
  the	
  stand-­‐off	
  on	
  the	
  Korean	
  Peninsula	
  and	
  
entrants	
  to	
  Celebrity	
  Big	
  Brother	
  have	
  been	
  ignored,	
  while	
  page	
  after	
  page	
  is	
  dedicated	
  
to	
  unnecessarily	
  detailed	
  reports	
  on	
  Fourth	
  Division	
  fixtures,	
  interviews	
  with	
  players	
  or	
  
foreign	
  comedians,	
  offers	
  of	
  coach	
  trips	
  to	
  uninspiring	
  locations	
  and	
  some	
  articles	
  which,	
  
I	
  can	
  only	
  assume,	
  are	
  meant	
  to	
  be	
  humorous	
  but	
  fall	
  sadly	
  short.	
  There	
  was	
  not	
  even	
  a	
  
candid	
  snap	
  of	
  a	
  lovely	
  lady	
  in	
  a	
  scarf	
  holding	
  a	
  football!	
  
	
  
Having	
  worked	
  on	
  Fleet	
  Street	
  for	
  many	
  years,	
  I	
  warn	
  you	
  now	
  that	
  a	
  lack	
  of	
  a	
  theatre	
  
critic,	
  interviews	
  with	
  Joanna	
  Lumley,	
  restaurant	
  reviews	
  and	
  incisive	
  political	
  discourse	
  
will	
  lead	
  to	
  falling	
  circulation	
  and	
  before	
  long	
  you'll	
  be	
  reduced	
  to	
  selling	
  your	
  work	
  for	
  
peanuts	
  at	
  the	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  road	
  on	
  an	
  industrial	
  estate.	
  
	
  
Mark	
  my	
  words.	
  
	
  
Sir	
  Lionel	
  Wapping,	
  CBE.	
  
Chalfont	
  St	
  Budgens.	
  

	
  
That	
  dog	
  that	
  was	
  selling	
  your	
  book	
  the	
  other	
  week	
  looked	
  at	
  me	
  in	
  a	
  funny	
  way.	
  
	
  
Name	
  withheld	
  (via	
  e-­‐mail)	
  

	
  
Dear	
  Sir,	
  
	
  
It	
  has	
  come	
  to	
  the	
  attention	
  of	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  our	
  clients	
  -­‐	
  presently	
  employed	
  as	
  
professional	
  footballers	
  with	
  Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  Football	
  Club	
  -­‐	
  that	
  there	
  have	
  been	
  
a	
  series	
  of	
  'jokes'	
  in	
  your	
  most	
  recent	
  editions	
  regarding	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  certain	
  players;	
  
suggesting,	
  for	
  example,	
  that	
  they	
  began	
  their	
  playing	
  careers	
  in	
  the	
  silent	
  film	
  era,	
  ride	
  
penny	
  farthings	
  to	
  training	
  and	
  are,	
  in	
  effect,	
  ancient.	
  Our	
  clients	
  find	
  this	
  highly	
  insulting	
  
and	
  have	
  instructed	
  us	
  to	
  demand	
  a	
  full	
  apology	
  in	
  your	
  next	
  issue	
  to	
  the	
  effect	
  that	
  they	
  
are	
  fit,	
  highly	
  skilled,	
  professional	
  sportsmen,	
  at	
  the	
  height	
  of	
  their	
  powers.	
  We	
  would	
  
also	
  like	
  an	
  advance	
  version	
  of	
  said	
  apology	
  to	
  be	
  supplied	
  to	
  our	
  clients.	
  Please	
  forward	
  
five	
  copies	
  (in	
  large	
  print).	
  
	
  
Yours	
  
	
  
Perry,	
  Mason	
  and	
  Kavanagh.	
  
Hylton	
  Chambers,	
  Luton.	
  



FAKE	
  and	
  FAILING	
  The	
  Wanderer	
  plans	
  to	
  make	
  fun	
  of	
  my	
  1991	
  Rumbelows	
  Quarter	
  Final	
  
Cup	
  Draw.	
  SAD!	
  Good	
  enough	
  for	
  Saint	
  and	
  Greavsie	
  is	
  good	
  enough	
  for	
  them.	
  They	
  
forget	
  the	
  missiles	
  we	
  have	
  aimed	
  at	
  Booker.	
  I	
  HAVE	
  A	
  BIG	
  BUTTON.	
  	
  
	
  
Via	
  Twitter	
  

	
  
Dear	
  Wanderer,	
  
	
  
As	
  an	
  older	
  fan	
  with	
  failing	
  eyesight,	
  I	
  was	
  extremely	
  dismayed	
  to	
  hear	
  of	
  the	
  departure	
  
of	
  Barry	
  Richardson.	
  In	
  recent	
  times,	
  his	
  running	
  commentary	
  on	
  the	
  game	
  has	
  been	
  of	
  
great	
  help	
  to	
  myself	
  and	
  those	
  around	
  me	
  sitting	
  within	
  earshot	
  of	
  the	
  home	
  dug-­‐out.	
  	
  
	
  
He	
  spoke	
  for	
  many	
  when	
  he’d	
  ask	
  'What	
  the	
  ****	
  was	
  that?'	
  or	
  when	
  posing	
  the	
  eternal	
  
question	
  'What	
  ****ing	
  game	
  are	
  ya	
  watching?'	
  Quite,	
  what	
  game	
  are	
  we	
  all	
  watching?	
  
	
  
But	
  he	
  was	
  not	
  just	
  philosophical	
  -­‐	
  'How	
  can	
  he	
  ****ing	
  blow	
  for	
  that	
  when	
  he	
  ignored	
  
the	
  one	
  over	
  there?'	
  he	
  might	
  venture	
  and	
  we	
  would	
  wonder	
  at	
  his	
  insight.	
  I	
  recall	
  last	
  
season	
  he	
  was	
  once	
  heard	
  to	
  utter,	
  somewhat	
  enigmatically:	
  'What	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  of	
  
luminous	
  green	
  with	
  a	
  swirling	
  ****ing	
  paisley	
  motif?'	
  to	
  which	
  Gareth	
  could	
  only	
  
respond:	
  'What	
  are	
  you	
  on	
  about	
  Baz?	
  Paris	
  start	
  warming	
  up...'	
  
	
  
Of	
  course	
  we	
  wish	
  him	
  well	
  for	
  the	
  future,	
  but	
  if	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  influence	
  at	
  all	
  with	
  the	
  
powers	
  that	
  be	
  at	
  Adams	
  Park,	
  please	
  put	
  pressure	
  on	
  them	
  for	
  his	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  dugout,	
  
or	
  at	
  least	
  give	
  him	
  a	
  free	
  matchday	
  seat	
  in	
  E-­‐Block,	
  so	
  my	
  friends	
  and	
  I	
  can	
  continue	
  to	
  
know	
  what	
  the	
  hell	
  is	
  going	
  on.	
  
	
  
Cheers	
  
	
  
CornerPhil	
  (via	
  e-­‐mail)	
  

	
  
That	
  dog	
  that	
  was	
  selling	
  your	
  book	
  the	
  other	
  week	
  ate	
  my	
  winning	
  50/50	
  draw	
  ticket.	
  It	
  
owes	
  me	
  £564.57.	
  Please	
  supply	
  its	
  mobile	
  number.	
  
	
  
Name	
  withheld	
  (via	
  e-­‐mail)	
  
	
  

............................................................................................................................................	
  
	
  

Cut	
  along	
  the	
  dotted	
  line	
  and	
  pin	
  it	
  up	
  in	
  your	
  mum’s	
  kitchen	
  
	
  

HOW	
  NOT	
  TO	
  GET	
  BANNED	
  FROM	
  FOOTBALL	
  
STADIUMS	
  FOR	
  TAKING	
  IN	
  PYROTECHNICS	
  

	
  

A	
  HANDY	
  CUT	
  OUT	
  AND	
  KEEP	
  GUIDE	
  
	
  

1.   If	
  you	
  go	
  to	
  a	
  football	
  match,	
  don’t	
  take	
  a	
  pyrotechnic	
  device	
  with	
  you.	
  
	
  

This	
  guide	
  was	
  specifically	
  designed	
  for	
  morons.	
  



THE	
  STORY	
  OF	
  THE	
  BLUES	
  
	
  

MORECAMBE	
  (A)	
  
League	
  Two,	
  Saturday	
  11th	
  November	
  

Att:	
  1,472	
  
	
  

SHRIMPS	
  2	
  (Old	
  27,	
  McGurk	
  43)	
  BLUES	
  1	
  (Akinfenwa	
  82)	
  
	
  

Verdict:	
  A	
  dismal	
  first	
  half	
  left	
  us	
  with	
  a	
  mountain	
  to	
  climb	
  in	
  the	
  second	
  and	
  we	
  very	
  nearly	
  
managed	
  it,	
  which	
  makes	
  the	
  limp	
  showing	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  45	
  all	
  the	
  more	
  frustrating.	
  Yet	
  again,	
  
we	
  failed	
  to	
  deal	
  with	
  a	
  second	
  ball	
  in	
  from	
  a	
  set	
  piece,	
  with	
  the	
  unmarked	
  Steve	
  Old	
  
finishing	
  well	
  for	
  Morecambe’s	
  first	
  home	
  goal	
  since	
  September.	
  We	
  resorted	
  to	
  hitting	
  it	
  
long	
  to	
  Bayo,	
  with	
  Eze	
  struggling	
  to	
  get	
  into	
  the	
  game;	
  either	
  bullied	
  off	
  the	
  ball	
  or	
  bypassed	
  
completely.	
  Just	
  before	
  halftime,	
  another	
  ball	
  in	
  not	
  dealt	
  with	
  and	
  McGurk	
  fired	
  home.	
  	
  
Wycombe	
  started	
  the	
  second	
  half	
  as	
  tamely	
  as	
  we’d	
  finished	
  the	
  first,	
  but	
  the	
  arrival	
  of	
  
O’Nien	
  and	
  Cowan-­‐Hall,	
  with	
  Wycombe	
  reverting	
  to	
  a	
  back	
  three,	
  saw	
  the	
  Blues	
  finally	
  get	
  a	
  
grip	
  of	
  the	
  game	
  as	
  the	
  hosts	
  started	
  to	
  stutter	
  under	
  sustained	
  pressure	
  and	
  we	
  finally	
  got	
  
one	
  back	
  with	
  a	
  trademark	
  Bayo	
  header.	
  We	
  laid	
  siege	
  to	
  the	
  Shrimps	
  goal,	
  but,	
  agonisingly,	
  
the	
  equaliser	
  just	
  would	
  not	
  come.	
  The	
  stats	
  show	
  we	
  had	
  23	
  shots,	
  although	
  just	
  8	
  of	
  these	
  
were	
  actually	
  on	
  target	
  and	
  in	
  truth,	
  this	
  was	
  a	
  terrible	
  overall	
  performance	
  as	
  we	
  extended	
  
our	
  winless	
  league	
  run	
  to	
  five.	
  On	
  the	
  plus	
  side,	
  we	
  remain	
  in	
  seventh	
  place.	
  	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  Andy	
  Haines	
  –	
  Didn’t	
  stand	
  out,	
  so	
  must	
  have	
  had	
  a	
  good	
  game.	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  The	
  good	
  reception	
  Morecambe’s	
  Garry	
  Thompson	
  got	
  from	
  the	
  travelling	
  
faithful.	
  It	
  should	
  have	
  been	
  a	
  given	
  of	
  course,	
  but	
  these	
  days	
  it’s	
  not	
  always	
  guaranteed.	
  	
  
	
  

CRAWLEY	
  TOWN	
  (H)	
  
League	
  Two,	
  Saturday	
  18TH	
  November	
  

Att:	
  4,494	
  
	
  

BLUES	
  4	
  (Eze	
  50,	
  Mackail-­‐Smith	
  72,	
  81,	
  83)	
  RED	
  DEVILS	
  0	
  
	
  

Verdict:	
  	
  We	
  perhaps	
  owed	
  this	
  performance	
  to	
  last	
  week	
  in	
  some	
  respects.	
  After	
  an	
  awful	
  
performance	
  last	
  week,	
  Ainsworth	
  was	
  keen	
  to	
  put	
  things	
  right.	
  As	
  a	
  result,	
  there	
  were	
  no	
  
lax	
  performances	
  across	
  the	
  park	
  and	
  against	
  a	
  weak	
  opposition	
  we	
  reaped	
  the	
  rewards.	
  
Crawley	
  had	
  but	
  three	
  efforts	
  –	
  an	
  early	
  attempt	
  that	
  forced	
  a	
  good	
  save	
  from	
  Brown,	
  a	
  
deflected	
  effort	
  at	
  1-­‐0	
  and	
  an	
  audacious	
  halfway	
  line	
  lob	
  when	
  the	
  game	
  was	
  already	
  up.	
  
They	
  got	
  little	
  change	
  out	
  of	
  El-­‐Abd	
  and	
  Stewart	
  and	
  we	
  managed	
  to	
  open	
  the	
  floodgates	
  at	
  
the	
  other	
  end.	
  In	
  difficult	
  conditions,	
  we	
  stuck	
  to	
  our	
  game	
  plan	
  (even	
  when	
  the	
  surface	
  was	
  
a	
  little	
  slick	
  and	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  passes	
  got	
  ahead	
  of	
  the	
  strikers)	
  and	
  it	
  was	
  joyous	
  by	
  the	
  end,	
  
aided	
  by	
  Kewell	
  taking	
  off	
  the	
  left-­‐back	
  and	
  giving	
  CMS	
  the	
  freedom	
  of	
  the	
  park	
  to	
  run	
  riot.	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  Anthony	
  Coggins	
  -­‐	
  He	
  was	
  pretty	
  decent	
  to	
  be	
  honest;	
  allowing	
  the	
  game	
  to	
  
flow,	
  taking	
  into	
  account	
  the	
  conditions	
  and	
  getting	
  little	
  wrong.	
  The	
  first	
  disallowed	
  goal	
  
did	
  look	
  a	
  little	
  soft	
  and	
  the	
  booking	
  was	
  certainly	
  harsh,	
  but	
  little	
  else	
  to	
  moan	
  about.	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  Terrible	
  weather	
  and	
  unglamorous	
  opposition,	
  but	
  another	
  decent	
  crowd.	
  
Can	
  anyone	
  say	
  they’ve	
  left	
  AP	
  feeling	
  short-­‐changed	
  this	
  season,	
  even	
  when	
  we’ve	
  lost?	
  



ACCRINGTON	
  STANLEY	
  (A)	
  
League	
  Two,	
  Tuesday	
  21st	
  November	
  

Att:	
  1,119	
  
	
  

STANLEY	
  1	
  (Hughes	
  70)	
  BLUES	
  0	
  
	
  

Verdict:	
  Another	
  away	
  defeat,	
  another	
  disappointing	
  performance	
  and	
  another	
  opportunity	
  
missed	
  against	
  a	
  promotion	
  rival	
  as	
  our	
  poor	
  form	
  against	
  the	
  teams	
  above	
  us	
  continued.	
  In	
  
wet	
  and	
  windy	
  weather,	
  the	
  Blues	
  slipped	
  effortlessly	
  into	
  hoof-­‐mode	
  as	
  we	
  failed	
  to	
  adapt	
  
to	
  the	
  conditions,	
  whereas	
  Accy	
  still	
  managed	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  ball	
  down	
  and	
  play	
  something	
  
vaguely	
  resembling	
  football.	
  Mackail-­‐Smith	
  going	
  off	
  at	
  half	
  time	
  was	
  a	
  real	
  blow	
  and	
  the	
  
decision	
  to	
  replace	
  him	
  with	
  Marcus	
  Bean	
  when	
  Nick	
  Freeman	
  was	
  on	
  the	
  bench	
  seemed	
  
odd	
  to	
  say	
  the	
  least.	
  You	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  surprised	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  our	
  failure	
  to	
  properly	
  deal	
  with	
  a	
  
ball	
  into	
  the	
  box	
  that	
  lead	
  to	
  the	
  goal;	
  McConville’s	
  set-­‐piece	
  wasn’t	
  cleared	
  and	
  the	
  ball	
  
was	
  worked	
  to	
  Hughes	
  who	
  scored	
  from	
  close	
  range.	
  
	
  
Unlike	
  at	
  Morecambe,	
  we	
  never	
  really	
  mounted	
  much	
  of	
  a	
  fightback.	
  Accy	
  were	
  comfortably	
  
the	
  better	
  side	
  all	
  over	
  the	
  park	
  and	
  the	
  only	
  team	
  that	
  looked	
  like	
  scoring	
  again.	
  Indeed,	
  
they	
  perhaps	
  should	
  have	
  done,	
  but	
  in	
  the	
  end	
  one	
  was	
  enough	
  and	
  another	
  poor	
  result	
  on	
  
the	
  road	
  saw	
  us	
  finally	
  drop	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  playoff	
  places.	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  Ross	
  Joyce	
  –	
  Par	
  for	
  the	
  course.	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  Nothing	
  springs	
  to	
  mind!	
  
	
  

YEOVIL	
  TOWN	
  (H)	
  
League	
  Two,	
  Saturday	
  25TH	
  November	
  

Att:	
  3,384	
  
	
  

BLUES	
  2	
  (Eze	
  37,	
  Jacobson	
  43	
  pen)	
  GLOVERS	
  1	
  (Zoko	
  44)	
  
	
  

Verdict:	
  A	
  second	
  scrappy	
  game	
  in	
  a	
  row,	
  but	
  against	
  poor	
  opposition	
  we	
  managed	
  to	
  grind	
  
out	
  a	
  thoroughly	
  deserved	
  win.	
  Sometimes	
  you	
  run	
  riot	
  (like	
  against	
  Crawley)	
  other	
  times	
  it	
  
is	
  less	
  pretty	
  and	
  this	
  is	
  where	
  you	
  really	
  have	
  to	
  work	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  points.	
  The	
  injuries	
  are	
  
having	
  something	
  of	
  an	
  effect	
  on	
  the	
  fluidity	
  of	
  the	
  team,	
  which	
  is	
  why	
  we	
  were	
  a	
  little	
  dis-­‐
jointed	
  at	
  times.	
  However,	
  Eze	
  is	
  a	
  class	
  above	
  this	
  level	
  and	
  Yeovil	
  really	
  struggled	
  to	
  
handle	
  him	
  (well,	
  who	
  wouldn’t?).	
  We	
  had	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  play	
  and	
  meaningful	
  chances	
  against	
  
a	
  toothless	
  visiting	
  side,	
  who	
  didn’t	
  really	
  trouble	
  Scott	
  Brown	
  aside	
  from	
  the	
  audacious	
  
effort	
  towards	
  the	
  end	
  and	
  we	
  managed	
  to	
  see	
  things	
  out.	
  It	
  wasn’t	
  pretty,	
  but	
  three	
  points	
  
are	
  three	
  points	
  and	
  we’re	
  back	
  in	
  the	
  playoffs.	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  T	
  Nield	
  No	
  complaints.	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  Going	
  to	
  the	
  grave	
  of	
  our	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  
great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  
great,	
  great,	
  great,	
  great	
  grandparents	
  to	
  tell	
  them	
  we’ve	
  finally	
  beaten	
  Yeovil	
  at	
  home.	
  
	
  



	
  
WEST	
  HAM	
  UNITED	
  U23’S	
  

The	
  Tri-­‐Wizard	
  Tournament	
  First	
  Round,	
  Tuesday	
  28th	
  November	
  
Att:	
  699	
  

	
  
BLUES	
  2	
  (De	
  Havilland	
  31,	
  Jombati	
  55)	
  HAMMERS	
  0	
  	
  

	
  
LEATHERHEAD	
  (H)	
  

F.A.	
  Cup	
  Second	
  Round,	
  Sunday	
  3rd	
  December	
  
Att:	
  3,835	
  

	
  
BLUES	
  3	
  (Saunders	
  29,	
  Mackail-­‐Smith	
  75,	
  Akinfenwa	
  90)	
  TANNERS	
  1	
  (Midson	
  8	
  pen)	
  
	
  
Verdict:	
  This	
  was	
  a	
  good	
  draw	
  for	
  us,	
  for	
  while	
  there	
  was	
  the	
  possibility	
  of	
  an	
  upset,	
  we	
  
knew	
  if	
  we	
  played	
  as	
  we	
  could	
  we’d	
  get	
  the	
  win.	
  We	
  all	
  remember	
  the	
  defeats	
  to	
  Eastwood	
  
and	
  Fleetwood	
  and	
  Chelmsford	
  and	
  Stourbridge	
  have	
  both	
  given	
  us	
  decent	
  games	
  in	
  the	
  
F.A.	
  Cup	
  in	
  recent	
  years,	
  but	
  as	
  a	
  league	
  club	
  we	
  have	
  never	
  lost	
  a	
  home	
  game	
  against	
  non-­‐
league	
  opponents.	
  We	
  did	
  make	
  the	
  mistake	
  of	
  starting	
  slowly	
  and	
  following	
  the	
  first	
  goal,	
  
Brown	
  had	
  to	
  make	
  two	
  smart	
  stops	
  and	
  they	
  also	
  hit	
  the	
  bar.	
  Sammy	
  Moore’s	
  comments	
  
that	
  they	
  could	
  have	
  been	
  4-­‐0	
  up	
  were	
  technically	
  accurate,	
  but	
  in	
  spite	
  of	
  them	
  maybe	
  
shading	
  the	
  first	
  half,	
  Southwell	
  was	
  denied	
  by	
  a	
  smart	
  stop,	
  Bayo	
  had	
  a	
  header	
  land	
  on	
  the	
  
roof	
  of	
  the	
  goal	
  and	
  there	
  was	
  the	
  free-­‐kick.	
  It	
  was	
  actually	
  quite	
  even,	
  even	
  if	
  there	
  
certainly	
  didn’t	
  look	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  gap	
  between	
  the	
  sides	
  that	
  there	
  was.	
  
	
  
The	
  second	
  half	
  was	
  one-­‐way	
  traffic	
  and	
  Scott	
  Brown	
  had	
  little	
  to	
  do.	
  The	
  Tanners	
  perhaps	
  
had	
  hopes	
  of	
  a	
  replay	
  and	
  it	
  was	
  getting	
  close	
  to	
  being	
  a	
  frustrating	
  afternoon.	
  Some	
  decent	
  
goalkeeping,	
  organised	
  defending	
  and	
  wayward	
  finishing	
  kept	
  it	
  level.	
  Yet	
  the	
  pressure	
  told	
  
as	
  Mackail-­‐Smith	
  bundled	
  the	
  ball	
  home,	
  almost	
  having	
  to	
  physically	
  force	
  it	
  over	
  the	
  line.	
  
Moore’s	
  silly	
  red	
  card	
  took	
  the	
  wind	
  out	
  their	
  sails	
  and	
  Bayo’s	
  flying	
  header	
  finished	
  the	
  job	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  Tim	
  Robinson	
  –	
  There’s	
  too	
  much	
  blaming	
  of	
  officials	
  these	
  days.	
  The	
  penalty	
  
was	
  a	
  correct	
  decision.	
  You	
  can’t	
  go	
  saying	
  ‘if	
  you	
  gave	
  those	
  every	
  time,	
  there’d	
  be	
  six	
  
penalties	
  a	
  match’.	
  That	
  does	
  not	
  stop	
  it	
  being	
  a	
  penalty	
  and	
  moaning	
  when	
  a	
  referee	
  
actually	
  gets	
  it	
  right	
  is	
  like	
  contesting	
  a	
  speeding	
  ticket	
  by	
  saying	
  ‘but	
  officer,	
  I	
  ALWAYS	
  drive	
  
at	
  40	
  in	
  a	
  30	
  zone’.	
  As	
  for	
  the	
  red	
  card,	
  again	
  Moore	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  accountable.	
  He	
  knew	
  the	
  
referee	
  was	
  handing	
  out	
  cards	
  like	
  confetti,	
  yet	
  reacted	
  to	
  some	
  fairly	
  innocuous	
  winding-­‐up	
  
by	
  Jacobson.	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  stupid	
  thing	
  to	
  do	
  –	
  don’t	
  give	
  him	
  a	
  decision	
  to	
  make.	
  As	
  for	
  the	
  rest	
  
of	
  the	
  referring	
  display?	
  He	
  loves	
  handing	
  out	
  cards	
  (seven	
  today,	
  eleven	
  in	
  our	
  match	
  at	
  
Portsmouth	
  last	
  season)	
  and	
  this	
  seems	
  to	
  be	
  his	
  way	
  of	
  controlling	
  a	
  game.	
  Is	
  this	
  a	
  good	
  
thing?	
  Perhaps	
  not,	
  but	
  again,	
  players	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  accountable	
  for	
  their	
  actions.	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  Sam	
  Saunders’	
  tap-­‐in.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



STEVENAGE	
  (A)	
  
League	
  Two,	
  Saturday	
  9th	
  December	
  

Att:	
  2,430	
  
	
  

BORO	
  0	
  BLUES	
  0	
  
	
  

Verdict:	
  We	
  more	
  than	
  deserved	
  to	
  win	
  this	
  one	
  and	
  left	
  the	
  Lamex	
  Stadium	
  feeling	
  very	
  
hard	
  done	
  by,	
  as	
  Scott	
  Brown	
  was	
  denied	
  what	
  looked	
  like	
  a	
  perfectly	
  legitimate	
  goal.	
  It	
  was	
  
a	
  fairly	
  drab	
  affair	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  half,	
  with	
  Wycombe	
  going	
  close	
  in	
  comedic	
  fashion,	
  when	
  Boro	
  
‘keeper	
  Joe	
  Fryer	
  caught	
  JJ’s	
  cross,	
  only	
  to	
  collide	
  with	
  his	
  defender,	
  drop	
  the	
  ball	
  and	
  have	
  
to	
  rush	
  back	
  to	
  stop	
  the	
  ball	
  trickling	
  over	
  the	
  line.	
  Then,	
  in	
  first	
  half	
  stoppage	
  time,	
  the	
  
increasingly-­‐dodgy	
  looking	
  Fryer	
  came	
  to	
  gather	
  Brown’s	
  long	
  punt	
  forward,	
  missed	
  it	
  
completely	
  and	
  the	
  ball	
  appeared	
  to	
  cross	
  the	
  line	
  via	
  the	
  underside	
  of	
  the	
  bar,	
  before	
  a	
  
defender	
  hooked	
  it	
  clear.	
  Unfortunately,	
  as	
  Brown	
  was	
  still	
  celebrating,	
  the	
  linesman	
  
controversially	
  ruled	
  the	
  ‘goal’	
  out,	
  although	
  replays	
  seemed	
  to	
  suggest	
  this	
  was	
  incorrect.	
  
Wycombe	
  upped	
  the	
  tempo	
  after	
  the	
  restart,	
  with	
  Saunders	
  and	
  Tyson	
  coming	
  on	
  to	
  add	
  to	
  
the	
  attack,	
  the	
  latter	
  glancing	
  his	
  header	
  wide	
  when	
  he	
  perhaps	
  should	
  have	
  done	
  better,	
  as	
  
Mackail-­‐Smith,	
  Stewart	
  and	
  Akinfenwa	
  also	
  went	
  close.	
  An	
  encouraging	
  performance,	
  but	
  
ultimately	
  this	
  will	
  be	
  seen	
  as	
  two	
  points	
  dropped.	
  	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  Scott	
  Duncan	
  –	
  No	
  major	
  complaints	
  about	
  the	
  ref,	
  but	
  his	
  linesman	
  who	
  ruled	
  
Brown’s	
  goal	
  out	
  will	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  replays	
  and	
  know	
  he	
  got	
  it	
  wrong.	
  Absolutely	
  robbed.	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  The	
  moment	
  we	
  thought	
  Brown	
  had	
  scored.	
  
	
  

CHESTERFIELD	
  (H)	
  
League	
  Two,	
  Sunday	
  16th	
  December	
  

Att:	
  4,522	
  
	
  

BLUES	
  1	
  (O’Nien	
  54)	
  SPIRETITES	
  0	
  
	
  

Verdict:	
  After	
  working	
  hard	
  with	
  little	
  reward	
  last	
  week,	
  we	
  came	
  up	
  against	
  another	
  
struggling	
  side	
  and	
  had	
  to	
  dig	
  deep	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  win.	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  deserved	
  one	
  however,	
  as	
  for	
  all	
  
of	
  Chesterfield’s	
  passing	
  they	
  failed	
  to	
  create	
  anything	
  of	
  note.	
  Brown	
  had	
  one	
  meaningful	
  
thing	
  to	
  do	
  as	
  the	
  visitors	
  failed	
  to	
  register	
  a	
  single	
  shot	
  on	
  target.	
  Admittedly	
  their	
  defence	
  
wasn’t	
  too	
  shabby	
  and	
  we	
  were	
  largely	
  limited	
  to	
  efforts	
  from	
  long	
  range;	
  Saunders’	
  
freekick,	
  Bayo’s	
  long-­‐range	
  shot	
  and	
  O’Nien’s	
  wonder	
  goal,	
  but	
  Dawson	
  did	
  have	
  to	
  work	
  in	
  
the	
  Chesterfield	
  goal.	
  Once	
  again	
  our	
  defending	
  was	
  vastly	
  improved	
  and	
  El-­‐Abd	
  was	
  
superb,	
  barely	
  putting	
  a	
  foot	
  wrong.	
  Up	
  to	
  fourth.	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  Nick	
  Kinseley	
  -­‐	
  Whistle	
  happy	
  and	
  we	
  should	
  have	
  had	
  a	
  penalty	
  when	
  Bayo’s	
  
shirt	
  was	
  ripped	
  off	
  him.	
  This	
  is	
  when	
  we	
  should	
  be	
  criticising	
  officials	
  for	
  shirt-­‐pulling	
  
incidents	
  –	
  not	
  when	
  they	
  get	
  it	
  right	
  (see;	
  Leatherhead,	
  home.)	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  The	
  delightful	
  inter-­‐play	
  between	
  Jombati	
  and	
  O’Nien	
  before	
  the	
  goal.	
  The	
  
finish	
  was	
  ok	
  as	
  well.	
  
	
  



COVENTRY	
  (A)	
  
League	
  Two,	
  Friday	
  22nd	
  December	
  

Att:	
  7,234	
  
	
  

SKY	
  BLUES	
  3	
  (Doyle	
  14,	
  McNulty	
  41,	
  55	
  pen)	
  BLUES	
  2	
  (Scarr	
  45,	
  Jacobson	
  49	
  pen)	
  
	
  

Verdict:	
  5	
  games	
  without	
  an	
  away	
  win	
  became	
  6	
  in	
  a	
  farcical	
  game,	
  played	
  on	
  an	
  awful	
  pitch	
  
and	
  officiated	
  by	
  an	
  awful	
  referee.	
  The	
  tone	
  was	
  set	
  on	
  14	
  minutes,	
  when	
  Doyle’s	
  hoof	
  into	
  
the	
  box	
  suddenly	
  dipped	
  over	
  the	
  despairing	
  Brown.	
  He’ll	
  say	
  he	
  meant	
  it.	
  Our	
  response	
  was	
  
to	
  fire	
  howitzers	
  into	
  the	
  Coventry	
  third,	
  hoping	
  they	
  might	
  fall	
  for	
  Bayo.	
  Our	
  performance	
  
was	
  littered	
  with	
  mistakes;	
  silly,	
  embarrassing	
  errors	
  from	
  professional	
  footballers.	
  Things	
  
got	
  worse	
  just	
  before	
  half	
  time.	
  Stewart	
  jumped	
  for	
  a	
  header,	
  missed,	
  landed	
  awkwardly	
  
and	
  Nulty	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  turn	
  the	
  hobbling	
  defender	
  inside-­‐out	
  before	
  finding	
  the	
  bottom	
  
corner.	
  2-­‐0	
  down	
  and	
  Stewart	
  off	
  injured.	
  Merry	
  Christmas.	
  Then,	
  against	
  the	
  run	
  of	
  play,	
  
Dan	
  Scarr	
  fired	
  home	
  a	
  fine	
  volley	
  in	
  stoppage	
  time	
  to	
  give	
  us	
  a	
  glimmer	
  of	
  hope.	
  	
  
	
  
Then,	
  early	
  in	
  the	
  second	
  half,	
  Tyson	
  was	
  brought	
  down	
  in	
  the	
  box	
  and	
  JJ	
  tucked	
  home	
  the	
  
penalty.	
  Somehow,	
  Wycombe	
  were	
  level.	
  A	
  Christmas	
  miracle!	
  It	
  didn’t	
  last.	
  McNulty	
  fell	
  
over	
  in	
  the	
  box	
  whilst	
  tussling	
  for	
  the	
  ball	
  with	
  O’Nien.	
  It	
  looked	
  like	
  a	
  dive.	
  It’s	
  hard	
  to	
  see	
  
how	
  O’Nien	
  could	
  have	
  possibly	
  even	
  fouled	
  him,	
  as	
  he	
  had	
  his	
  back	
  to	
  him	
  at	
  the	
  time,	
  but	
  
Mr	
  Harrington	
  pointed	
  to	
  the	
  spot	
  and	
  McNulty	
  shamelessly	
  fired	
  home.	
  We	
  nearly	
  
snatched	
  another	
  thoroughly	
  undeserved	
  equaliser	
  in	
  stoppage	
  time,	
  but	
  Paris	
  somehow	
  
headed	
  over	
  with	
  the	
  open	
  goal	
  at	
  his	
  mercy,	
  which	
  just	
  about	
  summed	
  it	
  all	
  up.	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  Tony	
  Harrington	
  –	
  Where	
  to	
  begin?	
  He	
  wouldn’t	
  stop	
  blowing	
  his	
  bloody	
  
whistle,	
  robbing	
  the	
  match	
  of	
  any	
  chance	
  of	
  breaking	
  out	
  into	
  a	
  flowing	
  game	
  of	
  football.	
  
The	
  first	
  penalty	
  was	
  soft,	
  the	
  second	
  ridiculous.	
  He	
  was,	
  however,	
  right	
  to	
  book	
  Bayo	
  for	
  an	
  
embarrassing	
  tumble	
  in	
  the	
  box	
  and	
  when	
  McNulty	
  hurled	
  himself	
  to	
  the	
  floor	
  in	
  the	
  
penalty	
  area	
  for	
  a	
  second	
  time,	
  he	
  did	
  get	
  the	
  yellow	
  he	
  should	
  have	
  had	
  the	
  first	
  time.	
  
Luke,	
  meanwhile,	
  was	
  lucky	
  to	
  just	
  see	
  yellow,	
  after	
  catching	
  Bayliss	
  late	
  on	
  the	
  halfway	
  line.	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  It’s	
  nearly	
  Christmas.	
  
	
  

NEWPORT	
  COUNTY	
  (H)	
  
League	
  Two,	
  Tuesday	
  26th	
  December	
  

Att:	
  4,629	
  
	
  

BLUES	
  2	
  (Tyson	
  16,	
  Akinfenwa	
  78)	
  EXILES	
  0	
  
	
  

Verdict:	
  A	
  clean	
  sheet	
  and	
  a	
  goal	
  in	
  each	
  half	
  and	
  another	
  comfortable	
  home	
  win.	
  We	
  were	
  
dominant	
  for	
  20	
  minutes	
  and	
  scored	
  a	
  brilliantly	
  worked	
  goal.	
  After	
  that,	
  the	
  visitors	
  came	
  
into	
  it	
  a	
  bit,	
  but	
  Brown	
  wasn’t	
  troubled.	
  A	
  similar	
  trend	
  in	
  the	
  second	
  half,	
  with	
  the	
  early	
  
thwack	
  against	
  the	
  bar	
  being	
  the	
  closest	
  Newport	
  came.	
  The	
  defence	
  was	
  as	
  solid	
  as	
  needed	
  
and	
  we	
  killed	
  the	
  game	
  off	
  with	
  Bayo’s	
  beauty	
  and	
  put	
  the	
  debacle	
  at	
  Coventry	
  behind	
  us.	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  Charles	
  Breakspear	
  -­‐	
  We	
  were	
  lucky	
  that	
  he	
  didn’t	
  give	
  County	
  a	
  penalty	
  in	
  the	
  
first	
  half	
  and	
  then	
  he	
  made	
  a	
  poor	
  error	
  in	
  not	
  allowing	
  the	
  corner	
  to	
  play	
  out	
  at	
  the	
  end.	
  	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  The	
  build	
  up	
  to	
  our	
  first	
  goal:	
  Sexy	
  football.	
  (Is	
  that	
  still	
  an	
  expression?)	
  



MANSFIELD	
  TOWN	
  (H)	
  
League	
  Two,	
  Saturday	
  30th	
  December	
  

Att:	
  4,227	
  
	
  

BLUES	
  1	
  (Akinfenwa	
  6)	
  STAGS	
  2	
  (Potter	
  52,	
  Angol	
  81)	
  
	
  

Verdict:	
  Did	
  our	
  recent	
  home	
  form	
  play	
  a	
  part	
  in	
  our	
  complacency	
  today?	
  We’ve	
  had	
  some	
  
comfortable	
  victories	
  recently	
  (even	
  if	
  the	
  scorelines	
  suggested	
  they	
  were	
  close)	
  but	
  at	
  half-­‐
time	
  we	
  were	
  coasting	
  and	
  could,	
  even	
  should’ve	
  been	
  2-­‐0	
  up.	
  We	
  maybe	
  underestimated	
  a	
  
side	
  that	
  were	
  poor	
  first	
  half,	
  but	
  have	
  some	
  good	
  players	
  at	
  this	
  level.	
  The	
  second	
  half	
  was	
  
a	
  tough	
  watch.	
  We	
  lacked	
  a	
  plan	
  B	
  and	
  when	
  we	
  did	
  try	
  and	
  play	
  it,	
  found	
  ourselves	
  stopped	
  
by	
  cynical	
  fouling.	
  A	
  good	
  run	
  at	
  home	
  comes	
  to	
  an	
  end.	
  What	
  chances	
  of	
  a	
  win	
  Monday?	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  Chris	
  Sarginson	
  -­‐	
  Not	
  an	
  easy	
  game	
  to	
  officiate	
  with	
  so	
  many	
  fouls,	
  but	
  after	
  a	
  
good	
  first	
  half	
  he	
  lost	
  control	
  in	
  the	
  second.	
  Scarr	
  probably	
  should	
  have	
  gone	
  after	
  seeming	
  
to	
  catch	
  his	
  man	
  with	
  an	
  elbow	
  and	
  there	
  was	
  a	
  poor	
  decision	
  not	
  to	
  book	
  one	
  of	
  theirs	
  for	
  a	
  
blatant	
  dive.	
  Angol,	
  finally	
  booked	
  after	
  persistant	
  fouling,	
  should’ve	
  had	
  a	
  second	
  yellow	
  
after	
  grabbing	
  Scarr	
  around	
  the	
  throat.	
  He	
  didn’t	
  -­‐	
  and	
  scored	
  the	
  winner.	
  To	
  add	
  salt	
  to	
  a	
  
bitchy	
  wound,	
  we	
  were	
  denied	
  a	
  clear	
  penalty	
  when	
  Angol	
  (him	
  again!)	
  committed	
  an	
  
almost	
  comically	
  blatant	
  handball,	
  practically	
  juggling	
  the	
  ball	
  in	
  his	
  hands	
  before	
  it	
  was	
  
cleared.	
  He	
  wasn’t	
  helped	
  by	
  his	
  assistant,	
  who	
  should’ve	
  had	
  a	
  good	
  view	
  of	
  it.	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  Gape’s	
  inch-­‐perfect	
  cross	
  for	
  Bayo’s	
  opener.	
  
	
  

FOREST	
  GREEN	
  ROVERS	
  (A)	
  
League	
  Two,	
  Monday	
  1st	
  January	
  2018	
  

Att:	
  2,727	
  
	
  

ROVERS	
  1	
  (Fitzwater	
  70)	
  BLUES	
  2	
  (Bloomfield	
  26,	
  Mackail-­‐Smith	
  42)	
  
	
  

Verdict:	
  This	
  should	
  have	
  been	
  much	
  more	
  comfortable	
  against	
  a	
  rubbish	
  FGR	
  side.	
  That	
  
they	
  got	
  back	
  into	
  the	
  game	
  in	
  the	
  second	
  half	
  was	
  us	
  taking	
  our	
  foot	
  off	
  the	
  gas	
  rather	
  than	
  
them	
  improving.	
  Shaky	
  from	
  the	
  off,	
  they	
  hit	
  the	
  self-­‐destruct	
  button,	
  first	
  when	
  they	
  made	
  
a	
  hash	
  of	
  Freeman’s	
  cross,	
  allowing	
  Bloomfield	
  to	
  prod	
  home.	
  Then,	
  Charlie	
  Cooper	
  lost	
  
possession	
  to	
  O’Nien	
  and	
  reacted	
  by	
  stamping	
  on	
  Luke’s	
  back,	
  earning	
  a	
  straight	
  red.	
  Dad	
  
Mark	
  was	
  the	
  only	
  man	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  Lawn	
  to	
  see	
  it	
  differently	
  and	
  the	
  Rovers	
  boss	
  was	
  sent	
  
to	
  the	
  stands	
  in	
  what	
  might	
  be	
  the	
  first	
  ever	
  father	
  and	
  son	
  sending	
  off	
  in	
  Football	
  League	
  
history.	
  Just	
  before	
  halftime,	
  more	
  comedy	
  defending,	
  as	
  Saunders’	
  poorly-­‐hit	
  corner	
  was	
  
still	
  allowed	
  to	
  get	
  through	
  to	
  Bayo,	
  who	
  teed	
  up	
  CMS.	
  The	
  league’s	
  bottom	
  side	
  were	
  there	
  
for	
  the	
  taking,	
  which	
  is	
  why	
  it’s	
  a	
  shame	
  that	
  we	
  didn’t	
  turn	
  up	
  for	
  the	
  second	
  half.	
  Even	
  
then,	
  Rovers	
  didn’t	
  threaten,	
  until	
  Fitzwater	
  scored	
  a	
  great	
  goal.	
  We	
  spent	
  the	
  last	
  twenty	
  
defending	
  and	
  time-­‐wasting	
  as	
  the	
  hosts	
  piled	
  the	
  pressure	
  on,	
  but	
  still	
  without	
  ever	
  looking	
  
like	
  scoring.	
  A	
  first	
  away	
  win	
  in	
  seven,	
  but	
  a	
  less	
  than	
  satisfying	
  one.	
  Back	
  up	
  to	
  fourth.	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  Antony	
  Coggins	
  –	
  Did	
  his	
  best	
  to	
  keep	
  control	
  of	
  the	
  game	
  as	
  Rovers	
  imploded	
  
in	
  the	
  first	
  half.	
  The	
  red	
  was	
  obvious	
  and	
  Saunders	
  once	
  again	
  only	
  has	
  himself	
  to	
  blame	
  for	
  
getting	
  a	
  caution	
  for	
  his	
  needless	
  complaints	
  to	
  the	
  officials.	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  Blooms	
  getting	
  a	
  goal	
  on	
  his	
  400th	
  Football	
  League	
  appearance	
  for	
  us.	
  



PRESTON	
  NORTH	
  END	
  (H)	
  
F.A.	
  Cup,	
  Third	
  Round,	
  Saturday	
  6th	
  January	
  

Att:	
  4,928	
  
	
  

BLUES	
  1	
  (O’Nien	
  45)	
  LILYWHITES	
  5	
  (Harrop	
  (2,	
  85,	
  Browne	
  38,	
  78	
  pen,	
  Horgan	
  50)	
  
	
  
Verdict:	
  Sometimes	
  you	
  run	
  a	
  better	
  side	
  close,	
  sometimes	
  the	
  difference	
  is	
  apparent.	
  
Today	
  wasn’t	
  an	
  appalling	
  performance	
  (we	
  may	
  have	
  even	
  got	
  away	
  with	
  it	
  against	
  a	
  lesser	
  
side)	
  but	
  nowhere	
  near	
  where	
  it	
  needed	
  to	
  be.	
  You’re	
  always	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  less	
  possession	
  
in	
  these	
  games,	
  which	
  makes	
  how	
  you	
  play	
  without	
  it	
  and	
  what	
  you	
  do	
  when	
  you	
  get	
  it	
  all	
  
the	
  more	
  important.	
  At	
  Spurs	
  a	
  year	
  ago	
  we	
  were	
  clinical;	
  we	
  got	
  the	
  ball	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  minute	
  
and	
  immediately	
  hit	
  the	
  bar	
  -­‐	
  from	
  their	
  kick	
  off.	
  Today	
  we	
  kicked	
  off,	
  gave	
  it	
  away,	
  
conceded	
  a	
  foul,	
  went	
  1-­‐0	
  down	
  and	
  were	
  then	
  chasing	
  the	
  game.	
  For	
  20	
  minutes	
  this	
  trend	
  
continued,	
  although	
  we	
  grew	
  into	
  it	
  a	
  bit	
  more	
  after	
  that.	
  Their	
  second	
  was	
  a	
  sucker	
  punch	
  
and	
  despite	
  getting	
  back	
  into	
  it,	
  we	
  slipped	
  up	
  again	
  early	
  in	
  the	
  second	
  half	
  and	
  the	
  game	
  
ran	
  away	
  from	
  us.	
  Preston	
  are	
  clearly	
  a	
  decent	
  side	
  and	
  it	
  would	
  have	
  taken	
  quite	
  something	
  
to	
  beat	
  them.	
  What’s	
  frustrating	
  is	
  that	
  we	
  fell	
  well	
  short	
  of	
  our	
  own	
  standards	
  today. 
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  Peter	
  Bankes	
  -­‐	
  After	
  seeing	
  Leatherhead	
  get	
  a	
  penalty	
  for	
  a	
  shirt-­‐pull	
  in	
  Round	
  
Two,	
  we	
  were	
  fuming	
  when	
  Bayo’s	
  shirt	
  was	
  pulled	
  THREE	
  TIMES	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  half	
  and	
  
nothing	
  was	
  given.	
  When	
  the	
  ref	
  DID	
  give	
  a	
  penalty	
  to	
  the	
  visitors	
  for	
  the	
  same	
  thing,	
  it	
  was	
  
infuriating.	
  Not	
  because	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  wrong	
  decision,	
  but	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  ones	
  that	
  were	
  missed.	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  Bean’s	
  sublime	
  throw-­‐in	
  tactics:	
  Take	
  two	
  foul	
  throws,	
  get	
  them	
  laughing,	
  
then	
  take	
  a	
  decent	
  one,	
  the	
  opponents	
  are	
  shocked	
  and	
  we	
  end	
  up	
  scoring.	
  Genius!	
  
	
  

COLCHESTER	
  UNITED	
  (H)	
  
League	
  Two,	
  Saturday	
  13th	
  January	
  

Att:	
  4,386	
  
	
  

BLUES	
  3	
  (Akinfenwa	
  14,	
  Cowan-­‐Hall	
  24,	
  O’Nien	
  74)	
  U’S	
  1	
  (Szmodics	
  78)	
  
	
  

Verdict:	
  Patched	
  up	
  defence,	
  coming	
  off	
  the	
  back	
  of	
  two	
  bad	
  home	
  performances,	
  playing	
  a	
  
side	
  in	
  the	
  top	
  half,	
  just	
  four	
  outfield	
  players	
  on	
  the	
  bench,	
  two	
  unknowns	
  making	
  their	
  FL	
  
debuts…things	
  didn’t	
  look	
  good,	
  especially	
  when	
  the	
  visitors	
  had	
  two	
  corners	
  in	
  the	
  opening	
  
minute.	
  But	
  then	
  we	
  produced	
  a	
  superb	
  performance,	
  with	
  each	
  player,	
  to	
  a	
  man,	
  putting	
  in	
  
an	
  excellent	
  shift.	
  We	
  were	
  clinical	
  up	
  front	
  (our	
  opener	
  was	
  near	
  identical	
  to	
  the	
  one	
  that	
  
Brown	
  saved	
  earlier)	
  and	
  resolute	
  at	
  the	
  back.	
  The	
  fact	
  that	
  Col	
  U	
  had	
  17	
  attempts,	
  but	
  just	
  
4	
  on	
  target	
  tells	
  you	
  something.	
  We	
  kept	
  them	
  at	
  bay,	
  with	
  the	
  two	
  new	
  additions	
  fitting	
  
seamlessly	
  into	
  the	
  side.	
  Looking	
  at	
  the	
  loanees	
  Gaz	
  gets	
  in,	
  he	
  really	
  does	
  his	
  homework.	
  
This	
  was	
  a	
  good	
  game,	
  not	
  just	
  a	
  good	
  performance,	
  with	
  both	
  sides	
  attacking	
  and	
  a	
  decent	
  
amount	
  of	
  goalmouth	
  action.	
  The	
  league	
  is	
  so	
  tight	
  that	
  we	
  stay	
  4th	
  after	
  today,	
  but	
  would	
  
have	
  been	
  10th	
  had	
  we	
  lost.	
  It’s	
  a	
  sign	
  we	
  can	
  compete	
  with	
  fellow	
  promotion	
  chasers	
  and	
  
handle	
  any	
  injury	
  problems	
  that	
  arise,	
  not	
  to	
  mention	
  strengthen	
  our	
  squad	
  for	
  the	
  run-­‐in.	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  John	
  Busby	
  -­‐	
  Few	
  bookings	
  in	
  what	
  was	
  a	
  hard-­‐fought	
  and	
  competitive	
  match	
  
that	
  he	
  handled	
  well.	
  Should	
  they	
  have	
  had	
  a	
  penalty?	
  Oh,	
  that’s	
  right,	
  we	
  don’t	
  care!	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  Sweet	
  Luke	
  O’Nien’s	
  sweet,	
  sweet	
  left-­‐footed	
  strike.	
  



CREWE	
  ALEXANDRA	
  (A)	
  
League	
  Two,	
  Saturday	
  20th	
  January	
  

Att:	
  3,645	
  
	
  

ALEX	
  2	
  (Porter	
  6	
  pen,	
  McKirdy	
  88)	
  BLUES	
  3	
  (Cowan-­‐Hall	
  61,	
  Tyson	
  84,	
  Mackail-­‐Smith	
  90)	
  
	
  

Verdict:	
  What	
  is	
  it	
  about	
  playing	
  Crewe?	
  After	
  hitting	
  a	
  last-­‐minute	
  winner	
  against	
  The	
  
Railway	
  men	
  at	
  Adams	
  Park	
  four	
  months	
  earlier,	
  we	
  repeated	
  the	
  trick	
  at	
  Gresty	
  Road	
  in	
  
another	
  thrilling	
  encounter.	
  We	
  started	
  brightly,	
  only	
  to	
  concede	
  a	
  clumsy	
  penalty.	
  What	
  
was	
  good	
  to	
  see	
  was	
  several	
  Wycombe	
  players	
  getting	
  round	
  McGinley	
  and	
  getting	
  his	
  chin	
  
up,	
  not	
  letting	
  the	
  youngster’s	
  head	
  drop.	
  Even	
  at	
  1-­‐0	
  down	
  we	
  still	
  looked	
  the	
  better	
  side,	
  
getting	
  the	
  ball	
  down	
  and	
  playing	
  some	
  good	
  stuff	
  and	
  just	
  after	
  the	
  crowd	
  had	
  observed	
  a	
  
minute’s	
  applause	
  for	
  former	
  Blues	
  striker	
  Cyrille	
  Regis	
  in	
  the	
  59th	
  minute,	
  we	
  drew	
  level	
  
when	
  Paris	
  scored	
  from	
  a	
  Bayo	
  knockdown	
  that	
  Regis	
  himself	
  would	
  have	
  approved	
  of.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  game	
  went	
  nuts	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  ten	
  minutes.	
  First,	
  Tyson	
  bundled	
  home,	
  apparently	
  with	
  his	
  
groin,	
  after	
  Mackail-­‐Smith’s	
  shot	
  had	
  come	
  back	
  off	
  the	
  post.	
  Artell	
  was	
  sent	
  to	
  the	
  stands,	
  
but	
  the	
  lead	
  only	
  lasted	
  four	
  minutes,	
  as	
  McKirdy’s	
  strike	
  looked	
  to	
  have	
  earned	
  the	
  hosts	
  a	
  
point.	
  Not	
  content	
  with	
  that	
  though,	
  Crewe	
  pressed	
  for	
  a	
  winner	
  and	
  this	
  perhaps	
  opened	
  
up	
  space	
  at	
  the	
  back,	
  as	
  Brown’s	
  long	
  punt	
  forward	
  found	
  CMS,	
  who	
  poked	
  the	
  ball	
  past	
  
Garratt	
  to	
  earn	
  us	
  another	
  sensational	
  win	
  over	
  the	
  Alex,	
  who	
  must	
  be	
  absolutely	
  sick	
  of	
  the	
  
sight	
  of	
  us.	
  We	
  stay	
  fourth,	
  only	
  goal	
  difference	
  keeping	
  us	
  outside	
  the	
  top	
  three.	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  Martin	
  Coy	
  –	
  The	
  penalty	
  was	
  correct,	
  but	
  Bayo	
  did	
  look	
  to	
  have	
  handled	
  in	
  the	
  
build	
  up	
  to	
  Tyson’s	
  goal,	
  with	
  Crewe	
  manager	
  David	
  Artell	
  dismissed	
  for	
  his	
  protests.	
  	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  The	
  tributes	
  to	
  big	
  Cyrille,	
  who	
  would	
  have	
  enjoyed	
  CMS’s	
  late	
  winner.	
  
	
  

LUTON	
  TOWN	
  (A)	
  
League	
  Two,	
  Tuesday	
  30th	
  January	
  

Att:	
  8,564	
  
	
  

HATTERS	
  2	
  (Lee	
  43,	
  78)	
  BLUES	
  3	
  (Cowan-­‐Hall	
  2,	
  Tyson	
  39,	
  70)	
  
	
  
Verdict:	
  YEEEEEEEAH!!!	
  We	
  got	
  off	
  to	
  a	
  dream	
  start	
  in	
  this	
  game	
  and	
  it	
  almost	
  seemed	
  a	
  bit	
  
too	
  good	
  to	
  be	
  true.	
  It	
  kind	
  of	
  was,	
  as	
  Luton	
  pulled	
  one	
  back	
  just	
  before	
  the	
  break	
  while	
  
Gape	
  was	
  off	
  the	
  pitch	
  receiving	
  treatment.	
  Tyson	
  shook	
  off	
  a	
  knock	
  he’d	
  sustained	
  and	
  
extended	
  our	
  lead	
  once	
  more	
  with	
  his	
  50th	
  Wycombe	
  goal	
  and	
  even	
  though	
  Lee	
  got	
  a	
  
second,	
  we	
  weathered	
  one	
  hell	
  of	
  a	
  Luton	
  storm	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  game	
  out.	
  Luton	
  may	
  have	
  been	
  
unhappy	
  with	
  some	
  of	
  our	
  ‘game	
  management’	
  towards	
  the	
  end,	
  but	
  after	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  
nonsense	
  we’ve	
  had	
  to	
  put	
  up	
  with	
  from	
  the	
  likes	
  of	
  Nathan	
  Jones	
  and	
  Danny	
  Hylton,	
  
frankly,	
  my	
  dear,	
  we	
  don’t	
  give	
  a	
  crap.	
  This	
  really	
  could	
  just	
  be	
  our	
  year	
  you	
  know.	
  
	
  
Ref	
  Watch:	
  Tim	
  Robinson	
  –	
  Nine	
  minutes	
  of	
  injury	
  time.	
  Nine.	
  Really?	
  We	
  did	
  take	
  the	
  mick	
  
a	
  bit	
  with	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  delaying	
  tactics,	
  but	
  even	
  so.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Magic	
  Moment:	
  Going	
  second	
  in	
  the	
  league!	
  



FAKE NEWS 
 

Barcelona scouting Akinfenwa 
 
La Liga giants FC Barcelona have revealed that 
they are monitoring Wycombe striker Adebayo 
Akinfenwa, with a view to buying the player if he 
does indeed move to Liverpool, as ridiculously 
rumoured on a couple of piss-take betting sites. 
 
A Nou Camp scout confirmed that club president 
Josep Bartomeu is keen to continue the club’s 
successful recruitment policy of signing whichever 
forward happens to be doing well for the Reds at 
the time and if The Beast were to make the 
surprise switch from Adams Park to Anfield, then 
he would instantly shoot to the top of Barca 
manager Ernesto Valverde’s summer wishlist.   
 
“It’s all very well us being the greatest 
footballing side in the world,” he explained, “but 
even we need a plan B at times and when our famous 
tiki-taka style isn’t working, hoofing the ball up 
the pitch to Bayo could be the secret to unlocking 
the Real Madrid defence.”   
 

Wycombe fans fury as tambourine  
not allowed into Kenilworth Road 

 
Angry Chairboys fans have voiced their displeasure 
after stewards at Luton Town refused to let them 
take annoying instruments into the away end.  
 
“It’s an important part of how we generate 
atmosphere at games,” Wanderers percussionist Ray 
Delease told our reporter, “the tambourine really 
gets the crowd going and you can see it lifts the 
players too. Thankfully we were able to smuggle in 
a guiro and some castanets, otherwise it would 
have been like a morgue in there.” 
 

 
 



Achilles ruled out for season 
 

Gareth Ainsworth has been dealt a fresh injury 
blow with the news that key man Achilles is out 
for the rest of the campaign after damaging his, 
well, Achilles in the heat of battle. 
 
“It sums up our luck right now,” the Wycombe 
general told our oracle, “it all looked so 
innocuous. Paris has had a shot from way out and 
it’s arrowed into his ankle, which is a bit of a 
weak spot for him, as his mum was holding it when 
she dipped him in the River Styx. I’m not going to 
Hector Paris about it though. It’s just one of 
those things that can happen.” 
 
Ainsworth’s worst fears were realised, when 
confirmation came through that mighty Achilles was 
in fact dead. “It’s such a shame because he’s been 
an absolute warrior for us” he said. 
 

Barry Richardson leaves  
over ‘creative differences’ 

 
Barry Richardson, Chief Designer at Wycombe 
Wanderers, has confirmed he quit his role at Adams 
Park due to unresolvable creative differences. 
 
“Following on from my successful goalkeeper 
fashion range, I wanted to branch out into 
outfield player-wear,” he explained, “I wanted to 
do away with those dull, conventional blue 
quarters and create something bold and arresting. 
Something that would draw the referee’s gaze and 
distract him from the fact that Dan Scarr just 
choke-slammed the opposition striker in the box.” 
 
But after Richardson’s plans for a new, lime and 
silver tartan home strip complete with beret were 
rejected by the club, Richardson felt he had no 
option but to storm out in a massive huff. 
 

In other news 
 

Gareth Ainsworth spotted, begging terrified 
Sainsbury’s checkout girl to give him ‘Kash back’. 



WWISC Easter Quiz 
 

 
 

Thursday 29th March, 8pm. 
The Vere Suite, Adams Park. 

 
£2 per person, maximum of six per team. 

 
 
Fancy yourself as an Easter egghead? 
 
Come along and take part in our quiz night and 
raffle at the football club. 
 
The questions will not be Wanderers specific, 
and the quiz will be suitable for all, whether you 
are a Chairboys fan or not.  
 
Bring your family and friends along (not the 
dumb ones – they’ll be no use to you) and enjoy a 
fantastic night out. 
	
  
	
  



AWAY	
  TRAVEL	
  
	
  

Travel	
  with	
  WWISC	
  to	
  any	
  Wanderers	
  away	
  game	
  and	
  enjoy	
  the	
  following;	
  
	
  

*Passenger	
  insurance*	
  
*Stop	
  at	
  a	
  pub	
  serving	
  hot	
  &	
  cold	
  food*	
  

	
  

*Food	
  pre-­‐ordered	
  on	
  the	
  coach	
  to	
  minimise	
  waiting	
  time*	
  
	
  

*Sweepstake	
  with	
  a	
  guaranteed	
  cash	
  prize	
  for	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  traveller*	
  
	
  

*Discounted	
  prices	
  for	
  members,	
  students,	
  under-­‐16’s	
  &	
  senior	
  citizens*	
  
	
  

	
  

We	
  Pick	
  Up	
  From:	
  
	
  

Pick-­‐up	
  1:	
  Wycombe Train Station, High Wycombe Town Centre. 
Pick-­‐up	
  2: Wycombe Park	
  &	
  Ride	
  by the Empire Cinema, (M40 J4). 

	
  

Subject	
  to	
  demand,	
  we	
  are	
  running	
  coaches	
  to:	
  
	
  

Opponents	
   Date	
   Stadium	
   Last	
  Time	
  
Exeter	
  City	
   Sat	
  10th	
  Feb	
   St	
  James	
  Park	
   L	
  2-­‐4	
  (3,656)	
  

Cheltenham	
  Town	
   Sat	
  17th	
  Feb	
   Whaddon	
  Road	
   W	
  1-­‐0	
  (3,761)	
  
Crawley	
  Town	
   Sat	
  3rd	
  Mar	
   Broadfield	
  Stadium	
   L	
  0-­‐1	
  (2,471)	
  

Barnet	
   Sat	
  17th	
  Mar	
   The	
  Hive	
   W	
  2-­‐0	
  (2,507)	
  
Notts	
  County	
   Fri	
  30th	
  Mar	
   Meadow	
  Lane	
   W	
  2-­‐0	
  (3,680)	
  
Lincoln	
  City	
   Sat	
  7th	
  Apr	
   Sincil	
  Bank	
   L	
  0-­‐1	
  (2,562)	
  
Yeovil	
  Town	
   Sat	
  14th	
  Apr	
   Huish	
  Park	
   L	
  0-­‐1	
  (3,187)	
  
Chesterfield	
   Sat	
  28th	
  Apr	
   Proact	
  Stadium	
   W	
  5-­‐0	
  (3,685)	
  

	
  

To	
  Book	
  
	
  

Please either visit the WWISC stall on Hillbottom Road before home 
matches, or call Colin on 01494 536 270 (If you leave a message please 
remember to leave a name and number). Please do not call Colin’s mobile 
to book. Please let us know if you need to cancel a seat, as this frees up 
seats to allow others to travel to support the team and means we will not 
be waiting for you on the day. Failure to cancel may result in us not taking 
future bookings from you.  

PLEASE BOOK AS EARLY IN ADVANCE AS POSSIBLE. 

 ***  Non-smoking coaches  *** 



Next Time… 
The next edition of The Wanderer will be released on 

Saturday 21st April 2018 (Wycombe vs Accrington Stanley) 

This will be available from the WWISC stand on Hillbottom Road. It will 
be free to WWISC members and £1.50 to everyone else.  

If you have any articles, pictures, jokes, cartoons, anecdotes or points of 
view that you would like contribute, please e-mail them to:  

jonnyking1985@gmail.com 

The deadline for submissions is Sunday 8th April. 
 

The Wanderer – By the fans, for the fans 
 
 

 
 

Wycombe	
  Wanderers	
  Independent	
  Supporters	
  Club	
  
Members	
  of	
  the	
  Football	
  Supporters	
  Federation	
  

	
  

Contact	
  Us	
  
	
  

Twitter:	
  @wwisc1994	
  
Website:	
  www.wwisc.co.uk	
  
Email:	
  wwindependent@gmail.com	
  
Coach	
  bookings:	
  Colin	
  Butler	
  -­‐	
  (01494)	
  536270	
  	
  
Wanderer	
  fanzine	
  Twitter:	
  @WandererFanzine	
  
Fanzine	
  submissions:	
  Jonny	
  King	
  –	
  jonnyking1985@gmail.com	
  
WWISC	
  Address:	
  57	
  Alford	
  Road,	
  High	
  Wycombe,	
  Bucks,	
  HP12	
  4PP	
  




